8th Annual

IRON DOG

GOLD RUSH
CLASSIC

The Longest Snowmachine Race
in the World
NOME TO BIG LAKE

Snowmachme Race Program



Breaking The Trail
For The Gold Rush

Classic

Breaking trail for the Gold Rush Classic pits man and machine against mother nature. It crosses
some of the most desolate country in the world and puts man and machine through the most
extreme weather and snow conditions to be found. Marking and breaking a trial is back wrecking
work. Machines get stuck every few feet or so, the riders are constantly jumping off to wrestle
their heavy machines out of a snow hole. All of which is taking place at 30 to 40 degrees
below zero, which means the sweat and steam of all this labor freezes around a man’s face
and soaks his clothes. Then imagine what happens when an ornery moose decides it does
not want to move! Do we hear any readers out there volunteering to help with this awesome
task? Nope, thought not, me either!



1991 IRON DOG GOLD RUSH CLASSIC BOARD

Adron Lewis . . ... e e President
Elmer Soule. . ... ... ... .. Vice President/Tech Director
Chris Lewis . . .. ..o e Treasurer
Gloria Kurtzweil . .. ... ... .. . e Secretary
GW. Baily ...... ... e Board Member
Randy Bedard .......... ... ... i Board Member
Brad Fisher ... ... e e Board Member
Terry Linthscum . ... ... ... .. Board Member
Ardi Kleinenberg ... ..... ... .. .. e Board Member
Bert Kleinenberg . ........... ... it Board Member
Carl Nevada . . . ..ottt e e e Board Member
Shorty Soule. . ......... ... . .. Board Member/Tech Director
Steve Trammell .. ... ... ... . . . Board Member
Roscoe Wilke. . . ... ... i Board Member/Race Marshall

Special Thanks toe Alascom for
their help and support in making the

Iron Dog Gold Rush Classic

possible

A
'.‘ALASCOM

The one you call on
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' AN
RAIN PROOF
ROOFING CO. INC.
LA,

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

METAL ROOFING » GUTTERS ¢ BUILT-UP ROOFING ¢ SHINGLES ¢ SHAKES
. RE-ROOFING ¢ EPDM - SINGLE PLY « WATERPROOFING ¢ IRMA APPLICATOR

344-55495

LICENSED « BONDED ¢ INSURED 2901 EAST 84th CT e

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99507

FRONTIER BODY
NY FRONTIER FORD,INC. SHOP
FORD, INC. COMPLETE AUTO BODY REPAIR

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS & TRUCKS

|2 ‘{ 5\—\0 UP-TO-DATE REPAIR TECHNOLOGY

N—Es?l\“‘s SE‘N\CG by QUALIFIED TECHNICIANS

e FRAME WORK ¢ PAINTING
e GLASS INSTALLATION
e FIBERGLASS

IN THE MOOD? SEE NYE!

N 375 5656 m eTOMN AvALABLE
= cosgrs | |63 376-5656

MI. 40, PARKS HWY., WASILLA
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Alaska’s first and
only all-cargo ~<..
airline salutes
the men and e

women of the 1991
Iron Dog Gold Rush Classic.

AC—

NORIHERN AIR CARGO

Outside Alaska: (907) 243-3331
In Alaska: (800) 478-3330

Special thanks to Tesoro for all their efforts to make the

Iron Dog Gold Rush Classic

a winner

We're Energizing Alaska




1991 ‘““Gold Star’’ Contributors

Alaska Pacific Fuel
Don Stoltz
“Ants Never Sleep”
Johnny Miller & Crew
Bill Morgan
Jim West
Bailey’s Backhoe
Tesoro Alaska
Markair
Fischers Fuel

Northern Air Cargo
Anchorage, Alaska

Yamaha USA

Action Graphics
Anchorage, Alaska

Warning Lites of Alaska
Anchorage, Alaska

Nugget Inn
Nome, Alaska

Alaska Airlines
Anchorage, Alaska

Midnight Sun Polaris
Wasilla, Alaska

Bob Shum/Bonanza
Nome, Alaska

John Leonard and Family
Unalakleet, Alaska

Lawrence Saunders
Kaltag, Alaska

Riverside Inn
Unalakleet, Alaska

Eddie Burke
Anchorage, Alaska

Doug and Linda Lyman
McGrath, Alaska

Richard Strick
McGrath, Alaska

Peter Tony / City of Nikolai
Nikolai, Alaska

Skwentna Roadhouse
Skwentna, Alaska

Dale Rosenbaum
Anchorage, Alaska

Alascom
Anchorage, Alaska

High Performance Auto Supply

Anchorage, Alaska

NBA
Anchorage, Alaska

Barrow Morgan
Nome, Alaska

Klondike Inn
Big Lake, Alaska

Miners Cafe
McGrath, Alaska

Iditarod Trail Committee
Wasilla, Alaska

Bering Sea Saloon
Nome, Alaska

Bubba
Unalakleet, Alaska

Jake and Tuna Sherman
Unalakleet, Alaska

Roger and Carol Huntington
Galena, Alaska

Bob and Tommie Calkins
Ruby, Alaska

Paul Cass
Wasilla, Alaska

Steve Graham
McGrath, Alaska

Tom Sheet /| Takusko House
McGrath, Alaska

Barry and Kirsten Stanley
Rainy Pass Lodge, Alaska

Ray and Jan Doyle
Skwentna, Alaska

Houston Fire Department
Houston, Alaska

Anchorage Cycle Sales
Anchorage, Alaska

NYE Frontier Ford
Wasilla, Alaska

Arctic Literage
Nome, Alaska

Ace Supply
Anchorage, Alaska

Lucky Pierre Charters
Homer, Alaska

Asia Gardens
Anchorage, Alaska

Norton Sound Regional Corp
Nome, Alaska

The Olson Family
Golovin, Alaska

Bob Guillaume
Unalakleet, Alaska

John Billings
Galena, Alaska

Ron Davis
Soldotna, Alaska

Karen Nixon
Anchorage, Alaska

Nestor Norback
McGrath, Alaska

Rosa Marie Demelo
McGrath, Alaska

Joyce Logan
Skwentna, Alaska

Jim Bailey
Eagle River, Alaska

John Logan Jr.
Skwentna, Alaska

Thanks to Nye Frontier Ford for the official “Gold Rush Classic” Truck
e B e P e
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IRON DOG GOLD RUSH CLASSIC BALLAD

Snow machines are comin’
Racing round the bend

They ain’t seen the black top
Since they don’t know when
They're racing Nome to Big Lake
Just to prove they can

They long to hear that siren

As they cross the finish line

Those Iron Dogs are howling

Howling cross the miles

Only in Alaska

Now some folks wonder why

They get stuck in ten foot snow drifts
And into trees they crash

They race each other, moose & frostbite
Just to get the cash

Now when the tundra calls them
They can’t ignore-the €all

Those Iron Dogs are running hard
The winner takes it all

Now the first to Galena

The silver they will hold

But the first team to the Klondike
Gets the pot of gold

Family, friends await them

To come in off the trail

They wait to see those headlights
Came racing cross the lake

When the siren starts to crying
Teams are starting to arrive

Thank GOD for Safety and Alaska
And the strength to make the ride

Now next year when the snow flies
They'll team up again

They'll race the Gold Rush Classic
See whose machines will win
They'll get their arctic gear out
The trail they will break

Theyll all meet up in Nome again
Then they'll be on their way

By: Jeanene Walker, Feburary, 1990

ot R B P B e s B R S e B s Y e S R O R B S i e S B e
Page 5



YAMAHA DEALERS SUPPORTING
THE 1991 GOLD RUSH CLASSIC

EUREKA TRANSPORTATION
R YAMAHA ™ eorm

Eureka, Alaska We make the difference Galena, Alaska

Take Off
on an Exciter
SKWENTNA UNALAKLEET
ROADHOUSE NATIVE CORP.
Skwentna, Alaska Unalakleet, Alaska
H&L BIG LAKE
DISTRIBUTORS YAMAHA
Kotzebue, Alaska Big Lake, Alaska

1990 Finishers

1st Place - Yamaha Exciter
2nd Place - Yamaha Exciter
3rd Place - Yamaha Exciter

VALLEY ¢ Ultimate trail machine MORGAN
YAMAH A o 56990 liquid-cooled, two-stroke ENTERPRISES
Wasilla, Alaska . Eir:;gt:tnv?eight design for excellent Nome, Alaska

response and acceleration

e Exclusive Telescopic Strut Suspen-
sion, fully adjustable rear Pro-
gressive Dampening Linkage and
extra-wide skis on a 36.2” stance

GENERAL * Unique fairing with integrated ANCHORAGE
SERVICES headiight CYCLE SALES
McGrath, Alaska YAMAHA Anchorage, Alaska

We make the difference
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1991 Official Check Points

Golovin: Gas Stop
Olson & Sons, Inc.
Maggie Olson

P.O. Box 62100
Golovin, Alaska 99762
779-3071

Kovuk: Gas Stop
Johnny Leonard
963-3061

963-3451

963-3461

Unalakleet: Layover/Gas Stop
Unalakleet Native Corp.
Alden
P.O. Box 100
Unalakleet, Alaska 99684
624-3300
Unalakleet Lodge/Food-Lodging
Ansellm 624-3333
Rates: Bunk $45/Night
Single $65/Night; Double $85/Night
Emergency 624-3059 Ansellm

Kaltag: Gas Stop

Lawrence Saunders
534-2234

Galena: Gas Stop/Layover
Transportation Company
Roger and Carole Huntington
Box 26
Galena, Alaska 99741
656-1312
Riverside Inn
Louis Johnson or Steve
656-1343
Food-Lodging-Phone-Showers

Galena Air Service
Norman Yaeger 656-1220
Air-Taxi Service

Ruby: Layover/Gas Stop
Pat McCarty
Box 12
Ruby, Alaska 99768
468-4407
Provisional Lodging and Food Only
(Estimated Cost: $25-$35)
Ruby Roadhouse
Bob and Tommie Calkins
Ruby, Alaska 99768
468-4463
Rates: $100 per day per person
Showers/3 Meals

McGrath: Race Layover/Gas Stop
B J’s Fuel
Ben Magnuson
P.O. Box 209
McGrath, Alaska 99627
524-3923
Miners Cafe and Boarding House
Rosa Marie Demelo 524-3026
Food-Phone-Lodging
Takusko House
Tom Sheets 524-9991
Food-Phone-Lodging
McGrath Roadhouse
Joe and Caroline Degnan 524-3466
Food-Phone-Bar-Lodging
Oldest McGrath Establishment
Northern Air Cargo
Ben Magnuson 524-3778
Air Service

Hub Air Service
Daniel Smith 524-3266
Air-Taxi Service

General Service
Pete and Ann Egrass 524-3485
Parts-Supplies

Nikolai: Gas Stop

City of Nikolai

P.O. Box 25

Nikolai, Alaska 99691

293-2113
City of Nikolai
General Store
Peter Tony
(Emergency)

293-2112
293-2115
293-2314

Rohn River: Gas Stop
Layover
No Facilities for Communications

Puntilla Lake: Gas Stop/Layover
No Facilities for Communications

Skwentna: Gas Stop
Skwentna Roadhouse
John and Joyce Logan
100 Happiness Lane
Skwentna, Alaska 99667
733-2722
Gas-Food-Phone-Lodging
Open Year Round

Big Lake: Finish Line
Klondike Inn
892-6261 For Reservations

* The Board of Directors would like to extend our sincere appreciation to everyone that has helped make this race possible.
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1991 Iron Dog Gold Rush Route

‘?( Koyuk

-'X Galena

4 - -
/.- X Kaltag ThlX Ruby
X'Unalakleet X Checkpoint #1

CHECKPOINT

Nome

Golovin

Koyuk

Unalakleet

Kaltag

Galena

Ruby

Checkpoint #1 & #2
McGrath

Nikolai

Rohn River

Puntilla Lake Lodge
Skwentna

Big Lake

O e e e e T e s

)2 Checkpoint #2
¢ _--X Nikolai
) & <
McGrath 3( Rohn River
X Puntilla
‘)g Skwentna
X Big Lake

Checkpoints, gas stops, and approximate distances are as follows:

TYPE DISTANCE TO NEXT
Starting Line Only 95
Check and Gas 95
Check and Gas 100
Check and Gas 95
Check and Gas 100
Check and Gas 50
Check and Gas 101
Check and Gas 100
Check and Gas 55
Check and Gas 75
Check and Gas 75
Check and Gas 80
Check and Gas 76
Finish Line

Total (Approximately) 1097
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FORMER IRON DOG GOLD RUSH CLASSIC WINNERS

1984  John Faeo and Rod Frank Polaris
1985  Scott Davis and Gary Eoff Yamaha
1986  John Faeo and Dan Zipay Polaris
1987  John Faeo and Dan Zipay Polaris
1988  John Faeo and Dan Zipay Polaris
1989  Scott Davis and Mark Torkelson Yamaha
1990  John Faeo and Bob Gilman Yamaha

Higﬁ-Peré‘ormance LEADER OF
t |
Arrow e l:rfr)nllilt)e’rs T H E PAC K

Beldon Gates
ooy Holley (907) 272-2412
Delco Sealed Power
Federal Mogul Vilvoline ANCHORAGE SUZUKI/ARCTIC CAT
STEVE FAUNCH
Steve Deptula Sales Manager
Friandle 5§ . 3054 COMMERCIAL DRIVE
rienaiy oervice ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501

Guaranteed Parts

(907) 276-2225
907) 276-3116

2601 Fairbanks Street, Anchorage, Alaska 99503
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10

11

12

13

14

15

Elmer Soule
Shorty Soule
Dennis Swantner

Dorvell Barnes
Richard Kirk

GW. Bailey
Pat Delia

Dale Hirsch
Jack Jaunbrad

James Dick
Dan Zipay

Evan Booth
Homer White (PeeWee)

James Bagley
Walt Smith

Vego Anderson
David Barber

Paul Cass
Adron Lewis

Bill Heariet
Mark Torkelson

Gary Lee Clark
Cort Phelp

John Faeo
Bob Gilman

Sam Hill
Wilson Hughes

Carl Nevada
Steve Trammell

Leon Braswell
Gerald Braswell

*As positions were drawn.

D
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1991 Iron Dog Gold Rush Classic Teams*

Yamaha

Arctic Cat

Polaris

Yamaha

Polaris

Polaris

Arctic Cat

Polaris

Polaris

Yamaha

Yamaha

Polaris

Polaris

Polaris

Arctic Cat



Team 1

Elmer Soule, Shorty Soule
and Dennis Swantner

Polaris

Elmer Soule - Elmer was born in Toledo, Ohio
on November 14, 1924. On February 11, 1945
Elmer married Florence and together they raised four
children. They have nine grandchildren and one
great-grand-daughter. Snowmachining is his favorite
hobby and Elmer has competed in the Talkeetna to Anchorage and Hatcher Pass races. Elmer would like
to thank the Hertz Corporation for their help as sponsors.

Harold (Shorty) Soule - Harold was born September, 1926 and has been a resident of Anchorage for
39 years. He has been married to Betty for 44 years. His first race was the Talkeetna to Anchorage in 1969
and he has been racing ever since. He likes ice racing best. He snowmobiles in the Peter and Dutch Hills
area. He is manager of G & J Flooring Contractors, Inc. Hertz Rent A Car is his sponsor.

Dennis James Swantner - Dennis James was born July, 1953, in Detroit, Michigan. He is the son of
Jim and Irma Swantner, nephew of Harold & Elmer Soule. This is his first time in the Gold Rush Classic.
He is single, a ten year resident of Anchorage and an avid snowmachiner. Hed like to thank all his friends
for making this experience possible!

Because There Are No Unimportant Parts

WASILLA
Next to Carr’s
Mon-Fri 8:00 - 6:00
Saturday 8:00 - 5:00
Sunday 10:00 - 4:00

'] 1 . 376-5204
’ NAPA| A ARTS B
i ;l 9 ﬁl.,ﬁm msar PALMER
217 E. Arctic
|l ; Mon-Fri 8:00 - 6:00
{ Il ; Saturday 9:00 - 5:00
/ - Sunday 10:00 - 4:00

= 745-2181
BIG LAKE

Meadowood Mall
Mon-Fri 8:30 - 6:00
Saturday 9:00 - 5:00
Sunday CLOSED

892-7433

EAGLE RIVER
12212 Old Glenn Hwy.
Mon-Fri 8:00 - 6:00
» . . Saturday 9:00 - 5:00
Machine Shop Service Available e M

e B e o R B B B AR R . S Ol s PR S S s e e ]
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‘cTE\A:M Y;\/I&I:é’ b' ) \.\.
Q{W

I/'M TESTING
COMPUTER WHEEL BALANCING
BRAKES ¢ TUNE-UPS
TOWING

(907) 277-7424

EDDIE BURKE
Owner

832 East 6th
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Homesteader’s Cache, Inc.
Homesteader’s Lumber & Hardware

MB

. VUMBER a,

& N
4 3
g I v
I I )
g Ll :
s ' g
9; "

‘Ana A\—"

PO. Box 520206
Big Lake, Alaska 99652

(907) 892-6001

SHANE J. BIGNELL
Vice President

Team 2

Donald Barnes
and Richard Kirk

Arctic Cat

Donald Barnes -

Rich Kirk - I enjoy snowmachining all winter long with some time off for spring skiing. Summertime brings
out drag racing and jet skiing. The rest of my time goes to our family business of Alaska Gear & Transmis-
sion. I have been in Alaska for five years and play to stay. Winter is a time I enjoy very much.
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Team 3
GW. Bailey
and Pat Delia
Polaris
GW. Bailey -
Pat Delia -
Winter Fun Summer Sun
SIEE Y,
,_.“\ ¥ o *\/
ni

““The Finish Line of the Iron Dog”’
“Come Enjoy Alaska With Us”
(907) 892-6261
Big Lake

PO. Box 521020, Big Lake, Alaska

Page 13



Think Snow
Think Rentals

Think Dan’s Tackle Town

)

Now rents
Snowmachines

Also in stock:
Helmets, Bibs, Coats, Gloves
& Accessories

Arctic Pool and Spa.

Dale has had five years of intensive trail riding in the Wasilla and Willow areas. He has raced in the Rondy
Grand Prix with a Porsche powered super beetle (Power 102 Super Beetle). In 1987, 1988 and 1990, Dale
was the winner of first place. Dale would like to say a special thanks to his wife and kids for their patience

an understanding.

Jack has twenty years of snowmachining experience. His wife and kids are rooting for him to make it to

Big Lake with some excellent time.

Page 14

Indy 650
Corner of Parks & Knik Rd., Wasilla
373-5434
Arctic Rentals Inc.
Team 4

Dale Hirsch
and Jack Jaunbral

Yamaha

Dale Hirsch & Jack Jaunbral - These two
racers are sponsored by: Bill Erica - Yamaha out of
Bill Erica Massachusetts, Hirsch Porsche Audi, An-
chorage Cycle Sales, Barney’s Sports Chalet and




Team 5

James Dick
and Dan Zipay

Polaris

James D. Dick - Age 27, born & raised in Seward,
Alaska. [ am a commercial fisherman in the sum-
mer months. I long shore in the winter months, when
I'm not riding snowmachines. Ive
been racing snowmachines for the last five seasons. However, this will be my first season for racing the Gold
Rush Classic.

Dan Zipay - This is Dan’s eighth Gold Rush Classic. He is teamed this year with a new partner, James
Dick of Seward. Dan’s primary goal will be trying to get off Nome’s Front Street for the first time in three
years. If able to accomplish this, he looks forward to a top finish in this years race. Dan has three children,
Alexandria, 6 years, Daniel, 4 years and Jacob 1%z years. Sponsors this year are; Alaska Power Sports, Zipay
Trk. Co, Joe's Trk. Co, Palmer Bar, Woody’s Tractor Products, Carl's Cycle and J & R Enterprises.

£V
i == % 7= T===-= | | ALASKA POWER SPORTS

d i C—— = Polaris Sales & Service
O0O—v00 00

TRUCK & EQUIPMENT, PARTS Jim Wilke - Mike Zipay
Quality Parts & Service

L
1

Dee L Melton, Owner 1226 S. Chugach 907-349-4512 800-478-0500
745-1900 / 694-1900 Palmer, AK 99645
PETROLEUM & INDUSTRIAL \n 300,

EQUIPMENT .;‘ 13

vi" A;

L] Aul"‘@

ELLIS SMITH Allstate°
PRESIDENT

2574, LARRY E. HEAL
2425 EAST 5TH AVENUE X “< Senior Account Agent
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501 ,O © PO. Box 2730, Palmer, AK 99645
(907) 277-4113 Dpp Bus. 746-0505 ¢ Anchorage 272-9972
FAX (907) 277-4112 Res. 376-1300
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O T T e N R e S s o e S
HISTORY OF THE IRON DOG GOLD RUSH CLASSIC

In March, 1983, Bob Kowalke and Jim Wilke decided the time was ripe for a new snowmachine race, one that would
focus the attention of Alaska on the sport of snowmobiling. While Alaskan snowmobiling was a popular sport, Kowalke
and Wilke felt what was needed was some sort of showcase event, one that would capture the support and interest
of all of Alaska and eventually grow into national and international prominence. Many Alaskan sports enthusiasts &
snowmobilers had expressed their backing of such an event; all that was required was someone to get the ball rolling.

After discussing numerous race routes and formats, it was decided that a two man team race from Anchorage to Nome
via the Iditarod Trail would be the most popular and logical type of race; the Iron Dog Iditarod was born.

Since the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race had been held over this route for some years, Kowalke and Wilke met with
their Board of Directors in an effort to gain their approval. In April, 1983, Kowalke outlined their plans: the Iron Dog
race would begin in mid-February and be completed before the beginning of the Iditarod dog race. Kowalke and Wilke
felt that scheduling the Iron Dog before the Iditarod would work to the benefit of both races since the Iron Dog would
help to take and break the trail for the dog mushers and the snowmobile race would be scheduled for a time that would
guarantee adequate snow cover. At this meeting the dog mushers had few objections, except for their strong suggestion
that the Iron Dog race be scheduled to run after the dog race had begun. Kowalke and Wilke agreed, hoping to avoid
a confrontation with the mushers.

Plans then began in earnest, with the race scheduled to depart from Big Lake on March 17, 1984. Checkpoints were
laid out, gas and oil were transported and the numerous small details were tackled and solved. A Board of Directors
was elected and such longtime snowmobile enthusiasts as Joe Miller, Tom Berkley, Shirley Littleton, Chad Ebert and
Fritz Livesay, as well as many others began to set upon solving the numerous problems associated with such an event.
Volunteers and racers alike looked forward eagerly to the running of the longest snowmobile race in history.

In early January, 1984, relations with the dog mushers broke down. Charges flew from both sides as each group sought
to protect their interests. Finally, at the urging of the B.LM,, the Iron Dog race was rescheduled for March 27, 1984
and entries were restricted to only 20 teams. The race would go on.

However, after battling one obstacle after another, the Iron Dog committee met one they could not beat, the weather.
A freak wave of warm weather had left many portions of the trail completely bare. There was no choice, the start would
have to be moved to McGrath, some 300 miles up the trail. Snowmobiles were loaded on airplanes and the race began
as scheduled. The first Iron Dog Classic was run under near ideal conditions, the race was a smashing success and
received high marks from all concerned. Plans were immediately begun for the next year.

The second race, now renamed the Gold Rush Classic, left Big Lake on February 14, 1985. This race, the first to travel
the entire 1,100 mile Iditarod Trail, was, indeed a classic as 15 teams battled brutal weather and trail conditions. Some
72 hours after leaving Big Lake, the first machines were into Nome with just 3%2 seconds separating the winning and
second place teams.

The third Gold Rush Classic again saw snowmobilers battling adversity and terrible trail conditions, but after just 51
hours the first team arrived in Nome.

‘Each year has its own particular problems: too much snow, too little snow, open water, high winds that blind racers
and obliterate the trail, and extreme cold. Temperatures of 40 and 50 below is not only hard on people but hard on
machines as well. . . but, the race goes on.

Now in its 8th year, The Iron Dog Gold Rush Classic is well established and is widely recognized as the greatest challenge
in the sport. The race that was once the object of so much controversy is now widely accepted as the crown jewel
of snowmobiling.

[aBintite, i N R B s B e O R S S e S S S R R R i s ]|
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Team 6

Evan Booth
and Homer White (PeeWee)

Polaris

Evan Booth - Age 22, 20 of those years spent
in Nome. Evan is a mechanic for the State of Alaska.
Racing history includes various small races in Nome,
The Nome Glovin, twice in Kotzebue and
once in the Iron Dog.

Homer White (PeeWee) - Age 28, 19 of those years spent in Nome, Alaska. Homer is also a mechanic
for the State of Alaska. Racing history includes racing the Nome Golvin, Kotzebue, and the Iron Dog twice.

Evan and Homer will be racing Polaris Indy 500 sp model.

Team 7

James Bagley
and Walt Smith

Arctic Cat

Walt Smith - 47 years old, married with 7 children.
A 9 year Alaskan resident residing in Wasilla,
Alaska. Enjoys flying, fishing, snowmobiling, motor-
cycle touring and living in Alaska. Has
been and Arctic Cat snowmachiner since 1968. Rookie Iron-Dogger.

dJim Bagley - 42 years old, married with 3 children. Alaskan since 1949. Self employed commercial subcon-
tractor. Lives on Fuller Lake in Wasilla. Hobbies include snowmobiling, fishing, hunting and flying. He bought
his first snowmachine in 1989 and enjoys the sport with his family and friends. Rookie Iron-Dog racer.
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Maintenance is Cheaper

Car Care, Inc. Than Repairs

376-2949 ALPINE
SEPTIC
Tire & PUMPING, INC.

Mechanical
Services

Bob Weers
Bernice Weers

Bus. 373-2120

45.7 Park Hwy., Wasilla, Alaska

PD. “RED” PUTT, General Manager

Team 8

David Barber
and Vigo Anderson

Polaris

David Barber - Raised in Tampa, Florida, where
he began snowmachine racing (believe that?) David
has lived in Alaska since 1979. He has run in the
Talkeetna and Hatcher Pass races the last four years
and, actually, finished a few of them. This is his first Iron Dog and he is looking forward to being in it.

Vigo Anders - Born in Anchorage in 1944, he is looking forward to his first Iron Dog, as a “most green”
racer. While Vigo does not have a racing background (this is the first race he has ever entered), he does have
a lot of time on the sleds riding the logging trails in Eastern Washington and around the Anchorage and Eureka
areas. Since all of the machines he has owned have been Polaris’s, it is only natural that he will be riding
a Polaris 500 SXS during the 1991 Iron Dog race.

Both David and Vigo are employed by NC Machinery Co and both will be on Polaris 500 SKS’s. Their goal?
To finish the race near the front and a win wouldn’t be turned down! And, David adds, “It would be great
to have a sponsor!”

e B S B o e e R e A A e S R e B P e |
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Team 9

Paul Cass
and Adron Lewis

Polaris

Paul Cass -

Adron Lewis - Adron is president of the Club and owns Midnight Sun Polaris. He has been an avid
snowmachine racer for years and is married with one child.

Team 10

Bill Heariet
and Mark Torkelson

Yamaha

William A. Heariet - [ am a life-long Alaskan
and a “seasoned” snowmachine rider and racer from
the 80’s with several top place finishes, some to in-
clude the prestigious “Valdez Mayors’ Cup’, Hatcher
Pass “60”, Midnight Sun 600, Talkeetna-
Anchorage, and the Big Lake Calcutta. I won and operate “Valley Yamaha” in the Matanuska-Susitna Valley.
[ am 37 years old, married, two step-children. Hobbies are snowmachining, four-wheeling, flying and singing.
[ am anticipating this ride with my partner and friend Mark Torkelson. I wish all my fellow racers a safe journey.

e

Mark Torkelson - Born in Alaska, I am 35 years young and have lived in the Wasilla area for the past
6 years. | have been riding and racing snowmachines since 1966 and have received top finishes in most all
of our local races, also have a 1st, 2nd, 3rd, five finishes in the Iron Dog Classic.

My hobbies are riding-racing-repairing snowmachines, hunting, fishing and boating with my children Travis
11 and Lyndsay 8. I want to wish my fellow racers a safe trip, “Happy Trails!”
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Team 11

Gary Lee Clark
and William “Cort’’ Phalp Jr.

Yamaha

William ‘“‘Cort’’ Phalp Jr. - Cort is a general
contractor and an Alaskan resident for 26 years. His
wife's name is Susan and they have a six year old
son, Joshua. Cort has been racing for more years
than he cares to count. He has raced motor
cycles and cars since 1972 and he won first in his class in the 1988 Rondy Grand Prix. Cort enjoys skiing,
going snowmachining and he really loves to make those jet skis hum during the summer months.

Gary Lee Clark - Gary Lee Clark grew up in Alaska, and his parents still reside here. For the past ten
years Gary, his wife and child have made their home in Nevada City, California. Gary had his first snowmachine
in 1965 and has raced in Alaska from 1970 - 1977. He has participated in many races; Talkeetna to An-
chorage, Midnight Sun 600, Big Lake 500, Wasilla Grand Prix, Mayor’s Cup and many speed ovals. Gary
works in Prudhoe Bay.

Team 12

John Faeo
and Bob Gilman

Polaris

Bob Gilman - This will be Bob Gilman’s fifth Gold
Rush Classic. He has enjoyed a 1st and 3rd place
finish with his current partner, John Faeo. He has
placed 2nd with Dave Morgan of Nome. Bob has
been racing for 10 years and has numberous place
finishes in the Kotzebue race. Bob enjoys flying, fishing and hunting. He is the owner of Gilco Construction
and works statewide. Bob is 28, single and has a 2 year old son, Garrett. Bob would like to give special thanks
to Polaris Industries LD for their exceptional sponsorship in this year’s race.

John Faeo - John Faeo has been involved with snowmobile racing for almost 20 years. He has competed
in every race event in the State, including each of the Gold Rush Classic. John and his partner Bob Gilman
will be riding Polaris 500s in this years race. John is a true Alaskan outdoorsman, enjoying flying, hunting,
fishing, trapping and other activities. He has worked at the Alaska Railroad for 16 years. John, 35, and his
wife Vicki have two sons, John 12 and Scott 7. John would like to thank Kogan Accounting, Northern Air
Cargo and Polaris Industries LD for their support in this years race.
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Team 13

Sam Hill
and Wilson Hughes

e T

Polaris

Sam Hill and Wilson Hughes - have teamed
for the 1991 Iron Dog Gold Rush Classic. Both have
competed in the Iron Dog before, are riding Polaris
500 SKS machines and are over forty. The team
is sponsored by Designs in Wood, Anchorage’s premier custom home builder, and Northern Air Cargo, a
major sponsor of the Iron Dog Gold Rush Classic.

MIDNIGHT SUN
POLARIS

Snowmobiles
and

4-Wheelers

Sales ’'N Service

Adron Lewis

231 N. Mai T annls 376-INDY
Wasilia, :ll:ska 99687 NOTH]NG BEATST}-EWMWERE BUI-I 373-INDY
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Team 14

Carl Nevada
and Steve Trammell

Polaris

Carl Nevada - Born and raised in Anchorage,
Alaska. Graduate of Arizona State University. Avid
Polaris snowmobiler for 20 years. Active Alaska
Motor Musher member and advocate for recrea-
tional vehicles within the state. Many thanks to my
sponsors, Polaris Industries and Suzanne, my wife. Watch out “Cowboy” the Nevada Kid is on your trail!

Steve Trammell - Snowmachine racing since 1969. Have a daughter, Katie. Employed as Fleet Manager
at NYE Ford.

Thanks to my sponsors; NYE Ford, NYE Toyota, Jayco Motorhomes, Korobkin Construction, Truckwell of
Alaska, Wrightway Auto Carrier, Nevada Racing Team, AK Warehouse Equipment, Woody’s Hilty’s Cabinets,
Midnight Sun Polaris, Vietnam Veterans Motorcycle Club.

“Equipment Installation And Service”

A/\E ALASKA WAREHOUSE

"Your friendly Alaskan  EQUIPMENT GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Material Handling Center”
WAREHOUSE SHIPPING ROOM SUPPLY

Air Curtains Hydraulic Scissor Lifts
Balers Mezzanines 2" Carton Sealing Tape Industrial Markers
Barrel / Drum Handing Receiving Desks PVC Sealing Tape Carton / Box Knife & Blades
Bins / Boxes Packaging Machines Strapping / Filament Tape Shipping Tags with Wires
Carts Pallet Racking / Shelving Packing List Envelopes Staplers & Staples
Dock Bumpers Pallet Trucks, Hydraulic Labels Kraft Paper
Casters Pneumatic Tube Systems Label Protection Tape Bubble Wrap
Containers Portable Offices / Partitions Stencils Steel Banding & Supplies
Conveyors Yard Ramps & Platforms Stencil Inks & Supplies Shrink Film
Cranes Rolling Stock Ladders Hand Duplicators Plastic Strapping
Dock Plates Scales Bin Boxes Semi & Auto Strapping Machines
Dock Boards & Pit Levelers Steel Shelving Part Bin Boxes Pallet Wrap / Stretch Film
Dock Lights Wire Shelving Shipping Boxes DOT & IATA Twine & Rope
Dock Shelters & Seals/Pads Storage Rack-Wide Span Tote Trays Poly Shrink Film & Bags
Doors - Impact / Traffic Straddle Pallet Trucks Mailing Tubes Pallet Bags & Covers
Dumpers & Hoppers Shipping Totes, Colapsible Poly Bags Safety Signs & Markers
Electric Pallet Jacks Steel Dumpsters Zip Loc Bags Reinforced Tapes
Electric Forklifts, New & Used Hand Wire / Steel Fencing-Security Asbestos Bags 2-4-6 Mil Tape Guns & Dispensers
Trucks, All Kinds & Brands Work Benches & Stations Visqueen Sheeting

Minority / Locally Owned
Phone (907) 522-3842 FAX (907) 522-3039
321 East 77th Avenue, Anchorage, Alaska 99518
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1985 GOLD RUSH CLASSIC

This race is known as the world’s longest snowmobile race. In 1984 the race started in Anchorage, Alaska and finished in Nome,
Alaska approximately 1049 miles down the trail. The race is run over some of the worlds most rugged terrain consisting of moun-
tains, tundra, rivers and streams. This is a land where the snow conditions can vary from no snow to 4-5 feet with drifting to
20 feet. From sunshine to blowing snow and howling winds creating conditions that test the mettle and stamina of men and their
machines.

The history of the trail begins with the serious interest in prospecting and mining in the region that developed after 1888 when
placer gold was found in the Hope area. Strikes in the Sunrise district in 1896 and 1898 initiated a rush of people into the upper
Cook Inlet area and established a growing demand for a system of trails to provide communications and supply lines. Crude winter
trails for pack horses and dog teams were in existence by 1900 between Resurrection Bay and Sunrise, and from Sunrise on Knik
and Susitna.

In 1904 the Alaska Central Railroad was begun at Seward. Following the Seward to Susitna route, this railroad, which had been
renamed the Alaska Northern Railroad, reached Kern Creek just short of Girdwood when construction stopped in 1909. After
1906, when gold was found at Ganes Creek, the use of trails was extended into the upper Kuskokwim and Innoko River areas
of Western Alaska and in 1908, the Alaska Road Commission called this route the Rainy Pass-Kaltag trail, but due to the populari-
ty of the Iditarod mining district, it became known as the Iditarod trail. Various branch and connecting trails were developed and
several segments were upgraded to wagon trails. The trail was heavily used until around 1925, when air travel succeeded in displac-
ing overland travel as a primary means of transportation. Presently, just a fraction of the historic route is maintained as a trail.

Between Knik and Unalakleet, the route continues to be a passable winter trail. Several sections of the historic route are maintained
as trails and roads. Except for the trail section in mountain passes and those that are publicly maintained, the route is ill suited
for summer travel. The historic trail made use of frozen lakes, rivers, muskegs, and marshes making summer trail conditions poor
to impassable. As a kind of side note of interest taken from the diaries of Orvelle G. Herning of Knik and Wasilla, 1900-1947:
“On January 10, 1912 - four dog teams (33 dogs) with 26 cwt of gold bullion arrived from the Iditarod on their way to Old Knik”
“On February 4, 1912 - There were a total of 137 travelers from the Iditarod district”
“On December 31, 1916 - There was 3,400 pounds of gold hauled dfrom Iditarod to Old Knik, comprising 46 dogs”
“On December 3, 1918 - There were teams at the Susitna Station with a ton of gold from the Iditarod”
“On November 30, 1919 - Four dog teams at Wasilla from the Iditarod. One musher had 100 pound of gold dust”
“On November 30, 1920 - Gold team and 40 dogs from the Iditarod on their way to Anchorage with $164,000.00 in gold bullion”

In 1967 a committee was formed to promote the biggest and best dog race of all times. The first race was named in honor of
Leonard Seppla and was called the Iditarod Trail Seppla Memorial Race. This was the beginning of the worlds longest race. This
all came about due to the many devoted and dedicted people and committee members and especially to one man, Joe Redington,
Sr. of Flat Horn Lake. His devotion and hard work has been the light that has made the race what it is today.

Of special importance is the annual Iditarod Sled Dog Race, an event begun in 1973 which focused regional attention on the trail.
This statewide attention contributed to the establishment of the Iditarod as a National Historic Trail in 1977. Some uses of the
trail, and not know to a lot of people, was Dolly LaFever (a nurse from Unalakleet) and Mike Salle (a Ketchikan biathlete) cross
country skied from Knik to Nome.

Our snowmobile race was inaugurated in 1985 and was called the Iditarod Iron Dog Classic. After our successful 1984 race and
out of consideration to the Iditarod Sled Dog Race it was voted to change our name to the Gold Rush Classic. The Gold Rush
Classic and the members would like to extend our deepest thanks to Joe and Vi Redington, Sr., Bob Sepp and other members
of the Iditarod Sled Dog Association for their valued help and advice in getting our race off the ground.

We ould also like to thank the following village corportions for their help and for allowing us the use of the trails through their
lands and villages: Eklutna, Inc.; Knikann, Inc.; Chamiam, Inc.; Gold Creek, Ltd.; Pakathlec-Todin, Inc.; Unalakleet Native Corp,;
Elim Native Corp.; Golovin Native Corp.; Solomon Native Corp. and the Sitnasuak Native Corp.

We would also like to especially thank the Bureau of Land Management for bearing with us and making it possible for us to run
our race.
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Snowmachine Lettering
& Graphics

376-3038
Wasilla, Alaska
““Our Signs Mean Business’’

Big Lake Rent-All
Mile 3.5
Big Lake Road

AT THE “Y*
BIG LAKE, ALASKA

(907) 892-6505

Polaris & Arctic Cat
Dealer
Complete Tool & Equipment
Rental Store
Open 7 Days a Week
9-6

Team 15

Leon Braswell
and Gerald Braswell

Arctic Cat

Leon and Gerald Braswell - Arctic Eaters
for life! - The Braswells are life-long residents of
Dillingham and have been ardent Arctic Cat fans
most of those years. They began racing Arctic Cat

machines as kids on the “Kitty Cat” and continue to use Arctic Cat machines now that they are racing the

big sleds.
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Alaska is our home.

The Iron Dog Gold Rush Classic would like to extend a very special
thanks to Mark Air who provided transportation for the trail breakers
and check point race officials. Their help has been invaluable in

helping this race take place.

Fisher’s Fuel, Inc.
Mile 52 Parks Highway
Big Lake, Alaska

(907) 892-6706

Tesoro Fuels ® Mobil Lubricants |

Home Delivery and Bulk Sales

Page 25



Sull Dirrer

Deivers; %ewﬁvm/plzw M%w/lmﬁwl/
W&MMWMMWWW
W [ﬁp/m/m//n/a’&nwmm cleave

MWWWW MWe ast youwr

Page 26



The Iron Dog Classic Thanks you for your Support

gntz  ANCHORAGE COLD STORAGE
S WEST COAST DISTRIBUTORS

GZ]I:/W MILLER GENUINE DRAFT  RAINIER CERVEZA PACIFICO CLARA
 Genuine Draft MILLER HIGH LIFE RAINIER LIGHT ORANJEBOOM HOLLAND BEER
MILLER LITE RAINIER ALE
Jite towensrauseiciaL SPECIAL EXPORT MOLSON BEER & ALE

MEISTER BRAU MICKEY'S MALT TOOTH KB LAGER
KIRIN BEER B

,\9}5 ‘M COLT 45 MALT O'KEEFE'S EXTRA

HEIDELBERG STEINLAGER NEW ZEALAND BEER

CARLING BLACK LABEL CALGARY AMBER LAGER
S KINGSBURY BREW JOHN COURAGE
BECK'S BEER
DIAL TOLL FREE 1-8005478-2653 FAX 274-4622

o 272-8511 240w.1stAv  ANCHORAGE

THE WORLD'S LARGEST BUSINESS PRINTER.

PRINTING

274-3584

DOWNTOWN
4th and Ingra

561-5313 349-6556

MIDTOWN DIMOND
1002 W. NORTHERN LTS 203 A E. DIMOND BLVD.

FAX 274-7477 ® In State Toll-Free 800-478-7477




Notes
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sound mind.

— (GEORGE BERNARD SHAW

National
BankYAlaska

&

Member FDIC




Alaska’s first and
only all - cargo
airline.
Snowmachine and ATV
shipment specialist.

AC—

NORTHERN § AIR CARGO

For schedules and rate quotes call or fax:

Toll free in Alaska 800-478-3330
Anchorage 243-3331, Fax 243-2031




