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The Official Fuel of the
1998 Iron Dog Gold Rush Classic

The demands of the Iron Dog Gold Rush Classic on
the snowmabiles are extraordinary. That's why Tesoro
is the Official Fuel of this race. When it comes to
performance, Gold Star Energy from Tesoro Alaska
is the choice and that's why it's the choice of the Gold
Rush Classic. Refined in Alaska for Alaskans, this
_fuel is as tough as the Iron Dog Gold Rush Classic.

The Official Radio Stations of the 1998 Iron Dog Gold
Rush Classic

KBFX The Fox 100.5 - Anchorage
KENI 550 AM - Anchorage
KIAK AM 970 Sports The News Station —
Fairbanks
KIYU AM 910 - Galena

Keep your radio tuned to the 1998 Official Iron Dog
Radio Stations KBFX (100.5 FM), KENI (550 AM),
KIAK (870 AM] and KIYU AM 810 Galena, and you
will get the most up-to-date results of the 1998 Iron
Dog Gold Rush Classic.

The Official Airlines and Cargo
Carriers of the 1998 Iron Dog Gold Rush Classic

Yute Air has provided transportation to and from
Nome for the Iron Dog Race Officials for two years.
Our three race officials will be in Nome to watch the
half-way finish of the Pro Class racers, get the South-
bound Recreational Trail Riders on the course on
Wednesday, February 25, 1998 and be back to the
finish line in Fairbanks by Friday, February 27th.

Northern Air Cargo has adopted the McGrath and
Galena cargo staging area for our fuel drums, oil and
isopropyl. From the hubs of McGrath and Galena,

Northern Air Cargo will distribute the fuel, oil and isopro-
pyl to Rohn River Cabin, Nikolai, Ophir, Poorman, Ruby,
and Kaltag. Northern Air Cargo also hauls sleds back
from McGrath, Galena or Nome at a reduced cargo fare.

Lynden Air Cargo has adopted the section of trail that will
stage our fuel, oil and isopropyl to Unalakleet and Nome.
From the hubs of Unalakleet and Nome, the fuel, oil and
isopropyl will be distributed to Koyuk and White Moun-
tain. Lynden Air Cargo provides a discounted cargo rate
to all Iron Dog participants to have their machines shipped
back from Nome.

Lynden Transport has agreed to haul any and all racer’s
sleds to Anchorage from the finish line at Fairbanks, at
no charge.

Alaska Airlines makes an event fare available to all our
participants. The event fare is equivalent to a 21-day
advance purchase ticket, without the advance purchase
requirements.

Logistic Heroes

Spenard Builders Supply and SBS Outdoor Lifestyles have
committed to manning the most remote of the Iron Dog
trail checkpoints, Poorman. The SBS crew will ride from
Fairbanks to Poorman a week before race day. Poorman
is a layover for the 1998 Iron Dog racers and riders for
the first time in history. Most racers and riders have
told us that without SBS there, doing all the work they do,
they certainly wouldn’t want to spend an extra minute
beyond filling their tanks and hitting the trail. SBS will
mark the remaining section of the trail into and out of
Poorman'’s airstrip. VWe truly appreciate all the SBS Crew
does for us; it's certainly going the extra mile.

Air Cargo Express will haul 20 barrels of fuel from
Fairbanks to Ruby for the 80 Mile cabin checkpoint.

Awards Banquet

The 1998 Iron Dog Gold Rush Classic Awards Banquet
is scheduled for Friday, March 13, 1998. The host of

the 1998 banquet is the Anchorage Hilton Hotel a
Platinum Pack Sponsor. With the record number of
entrants in the 1998 race, we are expecting an ex-
tra large turnout. If you would like to make early res-
ervations, please call the Iron Dog Headquarters, 563-
4414,
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The Official Race Oil of the
1998 Iron Dog Gold Rush Classic

Polaris Industries & Lubrication Technologies, Inc.
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Iron Doy Headquarters
Harriett Fenerty,
Executive Director

Sidra Goodman, Right Hand

James Palin, President
Scott Smith, Vice-President
Doug Longacre, Secretary

Christopher J. Michaelson, CPA
Treasurer

Ray Debenham,
Mark Carr

Brad Hanson

Pilomena King, Fairbanks
2932 C Street, Suite B
Anchorage, Alaska 99503
(907) 563-4414
(907) 562-9331 FAX

Jan Masek
Butch Novak

Elmer Soule,
www.alaska.net/~irondog

1998 Official Race Program
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Judy Patrick
Allan G. Anderson, Ill

Jim West, Jr.

1998 Race Marshall/Committee
Dick Mackey

Lisa Luther

Elmer Soule




Debenham Investments
Real Estate Management
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Proudly supports the
1998 Iron Dog Gold Rush Clas-

Compliments of Rita & Ray Debenham.

2932 “C" Street, Suite C
Anchorage, Alaska 99503
562-9330 Fax 562-9331

Emulsion

Products of
Alaska

Good Luck to
all the 1998
Iron Dog

Competitors.

Bob Camilli + Claude Sternberg
North Pole, Alaska

A3y PHILLIPS RECREATION

ﬂ @ Parts & Repair

"If your recreation is motorized, we fix it"
Motorhomes, Snowmachines, ATV's, Boats

Lyle Phillips 3615 Worrell Ave.
(907) 4740444 Fairbanks, Alaska 99709

All Alaska

CONSTRUCTION

19048 Whirlaway
Eagle River, Alaska 99577
244-8090
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: -'f.;Capture Alaska’s
* .. Pristine Beauty
o the shores of

LAKESIDE DINING RooM

¢ Serving Custom aged Angus Beef

¢ Banquets & Private Parties

* Open 7 days a week

* Restaurant Reservations Suggested

¢ Deluxe motel rooms. Lake & mountain view,
Cable TV, telephone, stove & refrigerator.
Winter hook-ups

376-3228

1850 Bogard Rd. * Wasilla, Alaska

Snow Thrower Belts and more! All at wholesale prices.
k< Also betts for fu b fiances,
GOoO0D ,}' FEAR “Dlowors, ke e hive he S8 You nGed.
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—
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ENGINEERED FOR THE WAY YOU RIDE.*

SBS salutes the
spirit of the

Iron Dog Classic
and the drive to
get out and be
thrilled by Alaska’s
Great Qutdoors.
Enjoy the ride
with a new
Ski-Doo from SBS!

Spenardibuildersisupply

Pifestyles

for
the
ride

of
life-
time...




1998 First Sponsor
Lynden Air Cargo

Platinum Pack
Anchorage Hilton Hotel

Arctic Recreational Distributors, Inc.

City of Wasilla
Polaris Industries, L..P.
Solid Green Bingo & Pulltabs |I
Spenard Builders Supply
SBS Outdoor Lifestyles
Tesoro Alaska Petroleum Company

Winner’s Circle
Dayco Products, Inc.
First National Bank of Anchorage
National Bank of Alaska
Woody’s International Eng. & Mnfg.

Gold Rush Classic Trail
Leader
Alaska Airlines
Alaska Superstation Ch 13 ABC
Anchorage Daily News
Anchorage Suzuki/Arctic Cat
Connections, Inc.
Debenham Investments
Lynden Transport
Lubrication Technologies, Inc.
MACtel, Inc.
Christopher J. Michaelson, CPA
Northern Air Cargo
Sourdough Fuel
Yute Air

Silver Sled
Air Cargo Express/ Everts Air Fuel
Alaska Printing, Inc.

Auroro Productions, Inc.
BJ’s Fuel, Inc.

BP Exploration (Alaska), Inc.
Blue Diamond Sports Assec.
Board of Trade Saloon
Bombardier Motor Corporation of America
C-1 Aero Fuel
CITGO-Delta Western
Thomas Dillon
City of Nome Public Works Garage
General Communications, Inc. (GCI)
Great Lander Bush Mailer
Greatland Prospectors
Pete Haggland
Judy Patrick Photography
Ben Magnuson
Mat-Su Resort
Northern Power Sports
Reno Air
SMC Enterprises
Weston Smith
Sundog Serigraphics
Surveryors Exchange
VIP Distributing, Inc.
WebTech Alaska
West Refueling Services
Willow Air
Yamaha Motor Coporation, USA

Bronze Sled
All Alaska Construction
Bill's Cat House
CBG USA.COM - Infotec
C&C Enterprises
Computer City
Davis Block & Concrete
Fine Line Interiors
Galco Building Products

High Perormance Auto
KBFX The Fox 100.5 FM
KBTY /FOX Ch 4 Television
KENI 550 AM News Talk
KIAK 970 AM Fairbanks
KIYU AM 910 Galena
Klondike Inn
Ray Larrison
Donna Magnussen
Matanuska Telephone Assoc.
NAPA Auto Parts
North Com
Omni Freight Services
Persinger's Marine
Pike’'s Landing
Racor Parker Hannifin Corp.
Riverside Auto Supply
Summit Windows & Doors
Spenard Builders Supply - Wasilla
Takotna Construction
The Takusko House
The Winning Edge Mag.
Weldin Construction

Contingency Awards
Arctic Cat
Arctic Recreational Distributors
Bombardier Motor Corporation of America
Polaris Industries, LP

Continued on Page 6




WE HAVE THE BELTS
EVERYONE'S TALKING

X

snowmobile Bell

CARRY A SPARE

NAPA Xtreme™ drive belts for
high-performance riders.

(HAI'A) beits/hose

We Keep America Running.
for the store nearest you

1-800-LET-NAPA!

“to

From one Long-Distance
competitor to another,

Wishing you the best of luck
for a successful race!

ELDIN

CONSTRUCTION, INC.
e ——————

General Contractors
Dick & Jennie Weldin
(907} 248-3200

(907) 248-1316 Fax
(907) 244-6337 Mobile

1801 W. 48th Avenue
Anchorage, Alaska 99517

Friends

A-1 Enterprises, Inc.
Airport Cafe & Bunkhouse
Alaska Mining & Diving
Alaska Power Sport
Alaska Railroad Corp.
Alaska Rubber & Supply
Alaska’s Snowmachiners’ Directory
Alaska Snowmobile Salvage
Tony Alexia
Anchorage Aces
Anchorage Snowmobile Club
Anchorage Yamaha
Allan G. Anderson Il
Arctic Lions
Arctic Motor Sports
Arctic Sales
Dan & Dale Arkell
Aurora Motors, Inc.
Rich Barker
Bill Barndt
Bob & Anne Barndt
James Barndt
Stewart Barnes
Gordon Bartell

Dave Baumann
Big Lake’s Polaris
Allen Bingham
Jasper Bond
Terry Boyle
Tom Brannon
Zoe Brinker
Mike Brown
Nora Brown
Brown’s Unalakleet Lodge
CC Ski-Doo
CNJ Mechanical, Inc.
Arnold Captain, Sr.
Caroline’s Kitchen & Rooms
Mark Carr
Carrs Quality Centers
Stu Christ
Stewart Cleaver
Dustin Coleman
Andie Corbin
Korey Cronquist
Crowley Marine Services
Ed & Anita Cruise
Scott Davis
Whitey Davis
Jim Day
Dean’s Arctic Cat
Marriane Defendorf
John Delaquito
John Demoski
Ron Dill

Doug Dixon
Raymond Douglas
Doug Doyle
Dwayne Drake
Kirk & Scott Duby
Chris Eason
Emulsion Products of Alaska
Bobby Esai
Ted Esai
Eureka Lodge
Dennis Fenerty
Harold Flegle
Forks Road House
Andrew Frick
Galena Search & Rescue
Bryan Gearry
Bob Gilman
Sidra Goodman
Brad Gore
Graphic Solutions
Tommy Gray
Greater Anchorage, Inc.
Greatland Arctic Cat
Buck & Sharin Griffith
Groh Eggers, LLC
Mike Hahn
Dan Harrelson
Hartley Motors, Inc.
Hatcher Pass Polaris
Greg Hayashida
Al Haynes
Steve Haynes

Headlines by Curtis
Mayor Sarah Heath-Palin
Louise Heckert
Tom Hedtke
Robert Himschoot, Sr.
Kevin Hite
Phil Hubbard
Chris Hubble
Theresa Huffman
Terry Huffman
Ron & Theresa Hunter
Huntington’s Ventures
Roger & Carole Huntington
Bob Itchoak
David lvanhoff
Laven lyatunguk
Roger Jenkins
Bruce Johnson
Eric & Tyson Johnson
Ivan Kangas
Ray “Bubba” Katchatag
Joe Kimball
Bert Klienenberg
John Kootstra
Kris Kottmeier
Koyuk Native Corp.
Koyuk School
Tom Kriska
Pete Kropidlowski
Lake Louise Lodge
Fred Lammer

Continued on Page 7




Jackie Lannon
John “Ace” Larson
Pete Larson
Bob Lewis
Davis Lincoln
Curt Lindner
Roger Lindstrom
Warren Little
Kevin Lockwood
John & Joyce Logan
Chris & Doug Longacre
Kenny Longley
Bryon Lopez
Ron & Lisa Luther
Charlie McAllen
Betsy McGuire-Torres
Robert Magnuson
Buddy Magnuson
Therron Magnuson
John Marcoe
Marita Sea & Ski
Earl Martinson
Mat-Su Conv. & Visitors Bureau
Joe Miller
Morgan’s Snowmobile Sales & Service
Moose Camp Bed & Breakfast
Tim Mosely, Sr & Jr.
Joe Mossakowski
Tim Murray
Chris Murphy
Sterling Muth
B. Allen Mwarey
Percy Nakarek
Jim Newman
Jan Newton
Violet Niles
Tom Nogle
Nome Golovin Racing
Nome Search & Rescure
Nome Vol. Fire Dept.
North Shore Ent.
Northwoods Lodge
Butch Nlovak
Ogden Fac. Mngmt. of AK
Bill & Maggie O’Hara
Norm Olson
Greg & Steve Ondeck
Owen Marine Corp.
Bob Owens
Ken Owens
Jim & Faye Palin
Todd Palin
Pepsi Cola Bottling Co.
Perkins Suzuki/Arctic Cat
Wes Perkins
Neil Petruska
Phillips Rec. Parts & Repair
Pete Prall
Chuck Preirschild
Tim Putnam
Rain Proof Roofing Co.
Rainy Pass Lodge
Randall Moss Ins.
Randy’s Ramada
Rod Reese
Morris Reichel
Jim Reynolds
Riversong Lodge
Roger Roberts
John & Marty Runkel
SBS Barrow
Jaime Schaefer
Pete Schaefer
Stephen Schaeffer
Jake Schlapfer
Brad Scott
Vincent “Unch” Schuerch
Sea & C Marine, Inc.
Shafter Building
Rob & Larry Shakle
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Shell Lake Lodge
Troy Sherrer
Lev Siporin
Skwentna Road House
Stan Smith
Victor Smith
Dave Smuin
Mark Smykalski
South-Port Marina
George Spilka & Assoc.
Terry Stalker
State Farm Mutual Curtis Green
Jim Stimpfle
Jerry Stout
Richard & Steffen Strick
Don Stultz
Sullivan Arena
Suzuki Arctic Cat Motor Sports
James Sweetsir
Takotna Comm. School
Tanana Air Service
Tanglewood Lakes Golf Course
The Broad Way
The Sport Shop
The Windy Corner
Matt Thomas
Michael Thomas
Ken “Fuzzy” Thompson
Robert Tierny
Tolsona Arctic Cat & Lake Resort
Peter & Agnus Tony
Frank Torres
Cliff Tweedy
Mike Uher
Unalakleet Native Corp.
Ron Vanreenen
Cathy Walter
Wasilla Arctic Cat & Marine
Wasilla Chamber of Comm.
Wasilla Suzuki/Arctic Cat
Mike Wassman
Larry Weisheim
Doug & Dereck Welsh
Western Power Sports
White Mountain Native Store
White Mountain Lodge
Jeff & Jackie Whitstine
Tom Whitstine
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Whitstine, Sr.
Troy Wilbur
James “Tiffy” Williams
Phil Williams
Winterlake Lodge
Wolverine Lodge
Chris Woosley
Steve Wormington
Ron & Trish Zugg

Pro Class First Place Team #7 Arctic Cat
Mark Carr & Scott Davis
62:02 February 22, 1997

Pro Class Second Place Team #1 Polaris
John Faeo & Robert Gilman
64:51 February 22, 1997

Pro Class Third Place Team #15 Polaris
Bret Brown & Michael “Shannon” Hayden
65:59 February 22, 1997

Pro Class Fourth Place Team #2 Polaris
Todd Palin & Dwayne Drake
70:56 February 22, 1997

Pro Class Fifth Place Team #8 Polaris
Tony Richardson & Donald “Jackie” Johnson
78:27 February 23, 1997

1998 Iron Dog Gold Rush Classic
The World’s Longest Snowmohile Race!

1,971 miles:

Wasilla » Nome p Pike’s Landing, Fairbanks
Sunday, February 22, 1998

Mat-Su Resort, Wasilla, Alaska

9:30 AM.

Klondike Inn, Big Lake, Alaska

10:30 AM.

The 15th Annual 1997 Iron Dog Gold Rush Classic festivities
begin with a ceremonial “revving of the engines” in the Anchor-
age Fur Rondy Parade, Saturday, February 14, 1998, an offi-
cial Fur Rondy Event. The following Saturday, February 21,
1998, the racers and riders will gather at Anchorage’s Sullivan
Arena parking lot, 16th & Gambell, for the Iron Dog Safety
Inspection. This safety inspection is the first and only opportu-
nity the general public has to meet the racers and riders —

-face to face, one on one, up close and personal!!! The machines

have been prepared and maodified to make the race and ride of
a lifetime. All the individual and teams safety and mandatory
equipment will be laid out for inspection. The original suspen-
sion undercarriage will be marked. Machines will be decked
out in sponsor decals and ready for the journey up the trail.

The Iron Dog Gold Rush Classic is “The World's Longest Snow-
mobile Race”. 1,971 miles of the most grueling terrain Alaska
has to offer on the historic Iditarod Trail. The Gold Rush Classic
is Alaskan in every way...it's about endurance; performance and
risk! The Iron Dog snowmobilers will brave subzero tempera-
tures, bad visibility, and deep snow to push their snowmobiles
and bodies to the limits of endurance to reach the finish lines.

The purpose of the Iron Dog Gold Rush Classic is to provide a
reliable, consistent, safe and honorable cross-country snow-
mobile race and recreational ride in Alaska. This is a team
race, consisting of two persons and two snowmobiles, track
driven and ski steered. :

There are two classes of participation in 1998. Pro Class
racers travel a 1,971 mile racecourse from VWasilla to Nome
and finish in Fairbanks, Alaska. The Recreational Trail Class
riders travel a one-way trail course on the ride of a lifetime,
from Wasilla to Nome. Alternatively, riders may opt for a trip
from Nome to Fairbanks.

The Pro Class contenders are the racing elite. Two-per-
son teams will race from Wasilla to Nome and finish the
1998 race in Fairbanks, Alaska. The Pro Class teams
depart at 9:30 a.m. Sunday, February 22, 1898 and will
be escorted, “Indy Style”, from the Mat-Su Resort in Wasilla,
Alaska to Big Lake, Alaska. At Big Lake, the green flag
drops for the Gold Rush Classic official race start, begin-
ning at 10:30 a.m., in one-minute intervals, until all the
teams are on the racecourse. The Pro Class teams race
1,971 miles over the Alaska Range, bumping and bounc-
ing through Alaska’s interior on the Yukon River across
Norton Sound....at full throttle....full brake....without miss-
ing any of the northbound checkpoints, Skwentna, Puntilla
Lake, Rohn River Cabin, Nikolai, McGrath, Ophir, Poorman,
Ruby, Galena, Kaltag, Unalakleet, Koyuk, White Mountain
and the half-way checkpoint, Nome. After a 36 hour lay-
over in Nome, racers will point their skis toward Norton
Sound to Unalakleet, run up the Yukon River to Galena,
Ruby and 80 Mile Cabin, turn onto the Tanana River at
Tanana, ride the river to Manley Hot Springs, Old Minto,
Nenana and finish in Fairbanks on the Chena River.

The Pro Class teams pay $3,100 to enter and vie for a
part of the purse. Since a record breaking 31 teams have
entered in the Pro Class, the purse is distributed to the
first five teams to the finish line. In addition, Arctic Cat
and Arctic Recreational Distributors will pay out $10,000
to the first place team and $2,500 to the second place
team, if the winners raced on an Arctic Cat in 1998. Bom-
bardier Mator Corporation Ski-Doo will pay out $5,000.00,
if the first place team wins on a Ski-Doo and $2,500 to a
second place finish on Ski-Doo. Polaris Industries will pay
out contingency money for a first place and second place
finish on Polaris at $5,000 and $2,500. 1998 rookie
teams are eligible for a $5,000 “Rookie Purse” designated
specifically for the “Rookie Team of the Year”, awarded by
Woody's International Engineering and Manufacturing.

The Recreational Trail Class team is made up of two or
more riders, each on his or her own snowmobile. They will
ride the historic Iditarod Trail for pleasure and accomplish-
ment. This is the trail ride of a lifetime. The entry fee for
a Recreational Class group is $700-$850 per person.
1998 marks the first year Recreational Class teams can
ride from Wasilla to Nome or from Nome to Fairbanks.

The Iron Dog Gold Rush Classic coordinates all the details,
breaks and marks the trail, provides all the fuel, isopropyl,




oil and anti-freeze, and staffs a 24-hour headquarters to
advise family, friends and media of the racing and riding
results. The trail is also manned by countless volunteers,
24 hours a day, for approximately 10 days. Of course, the
Gold Rush Classic would not be possible without the fuel
and oil and that's where the Iron Dog gets tremendous
help from Tesoro Alaska Petroleum Company, Polaris In-
dustries and Lubrication Technologies.

The demands of the Iron Dog Gold Rush Classic on snow-
mobiles are extraordinary. That is why Tesoro Alaska’s
Gold Star Energy is the Official Fuel of this race. Polaris
Industries and Lubrication Technologies have provided the
oil for the 1998 Iron Dog Gold Rush Classic. The Iron Dog
ships 150 cases of donated oil and 60 cases of donated
isopropyl, to all the checkpoints, where it is made available
to each racer and rider on the course.

Iron Dog Gold Rush Classic’s Checkpoints

Wasilla, adopted by the City of Wasilla, Anchorage Hilton
Hotel & Tesoro Alaska Petroleum Company, is the ceremo-
nial start line of the Iron Dog Gold Rush Classic. The race
starts 9:30 a.m. on Sunday, February 22, 1998 at Wasilla’s
Mat-Su Resort. The racers will be escorted “Indy Style” to
Big Lake’s Klondike Inn where they will officially start their
race in 1 minute intervals. The team numbers displayed
in the racer bios are not necessarily their starting order.

Skwentna, hosted by John and Joyce Logan, adopted by
Arctic Recreational Distributors. John and Joyce have been
the official checkers at Skwentna since the race started
in 1984. Skwentna is a bustling community of over 100
residents, a favorite summer and winter recreation spot.
Skwentna is an easy 90 miles from Big Lake area, a bit
bumpy on the trail. Hundreds of snowmobile enthusiasts
line the river, to cheer the racers and riders on the trail.
Skwentna is the first possible layover location. 90 miles
from start line; 90 miles into the course.

Puntilla Lake, adopted by Weldin Construction, is the sec-
ond checkpoint, a lovely lodge at the highest elevation of
the race. The lodge offers good food, running water, warm
beds, luxuries found a little less often than racers would
like later on the trail. The trail from Skwentna to Puntilla
might be part of the toughest a racer and rider will en-
counter; a fresh trail and steep terrain, plenty of hazards,
soft snow, willows and a very narrow trail....brute strength

and expert riding ability gets many a racer and rider out of
trouble. Puntilla is the second possible layover location. 72
miles from last checkpoint; 161 miles into the course.

Rohn River Gabin, is the third checkpoint, a remote BLIM Cabin
and tent location. This checkpoint is one of the most remote
on the trail. Hauling fuel, food, and equipment to such a re-
mote location requires expert planning and coordination. The
cabin was built in the 1930's but was recently remodeled.
Racers tend to find the cabin a bit crowded and have often
found it easier to sleep in a tent. Our volunteers typically erect
a ten-man tent, warmed by a small woodstove. Rohn River
Cabin is the third possible layover location. 75 miles from last
checkpoint; 236 miles into the course.

Nikolai, adopted by Polaris Industries, is the fourth checkpoint,
and will offer friendly folks cheering at the first Alaskan village
on the trail. Nikolaiis a gas stop only; there is no layover op-
portunity. 74 miles from last checkpoint; 310 miles into the
course.

McGrath, adopted by Northern Air Cargo, is the fifth check-
point on the trail. Residing in McGrath are many of the Iron
Dog trail volunteers, trail breakers, trail markers, Official Check-
ers for Rohn, fuel resupply for Ophir, Rohn River Cabin and
Poorman, making McGrath a true hub for the Iron Dog. BJ’s
Fuel stores all our supplies during the summer months and
readies them for distribution in January and February. McGrath
is the home of the Takusko House, our official gas stop and
checkpoint. Owners, Buck and Sharin Griffith always have the
lodge warm and have the stew pot steaming. Racers can even
take a hot shower while they take advantage of the last pos-
sible non-remote layover until Ruby. 52 miles from last check-
point; 362 miles into race course.

Ophir, is the sixth checkpoint on the trail, Roger Roberts, “The
Loafer from Ophir”, graciously donates his cabin for the Ophir
gas stop. A team of students from Takotna High School, are
the official checkers, trail maintenance workers and general
all around good cheer volunteers. The students undertake plan-
ning; food, schedules and other race duties for credit in a Vo-
cational Training Class. Ophiris a gas stop only. 63 miles from
last checkpoint; 425 miles into race course.

Poorman, adopted by Spenard Builders Supply, is the seventh
checkpoint on the trail. Spenard Builders Supply employees
man the “most remote” of our gas stops, hauling in two ten-
man tents and supplies to last more than one week. They

Foreign Domestic
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7" SOLDOTNA * ALASKA

Rollin Braden (907) 262-5851 44742 Sterling Hwy. 99669

Pat Reilly

Rain Proof Roofing Co., Inc.

AN

(907) 344-5545 {807) 456-5545
2201 EAST 84th COURT 2308 STANDARD AVENUE
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 96507 FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99701
FAX (907} 349-3366 FAX (907) 452-2693

always keep the coffee and juice warm, have a hot pot of
delicious stew and chili cooking, and provide comfort if
racers and riders need to take an extended rest or lay-
over after the long haul from Ophir  The section of trail
from Ophir to Poorman is said to be 99 miles of pure
bumps. Eric Johnson, second place finisher in the 1997
Trophy Class, said it best, ‘I feel like I've been spanked for a
week”. Poorman is a layover location. 99 miles from last
checkpoint; 524 miles into course.

Ruby, adopted by Anchorage Daily News, is the eighth check-
point. Ruby is on the Yukon River and is a hub to the many
villages in the surrounding area. The racers have traveled
596 miles north from the start line. Ruby is a gas stop
and a layover option. 72 miles from last checkpoint; 596
miles into course.

Galena, hosted by Carole & Roger Huntington, adopted by
Dayco Products, Inc., is the ninth checkpoint. Galena is a
great layover location for most racers and riders. Lodging
is available for participants at Huntington’s Venture, where
Carole and Roger- Huntington keep the soup hot and

Continued on Page'11
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SnoWest Magazine’s
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Mountain Sled. e
Say no more. 4
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The 700 RMK and 600 RMK. Each features a liquid-cooled, US-
built twin. The 600 was named SnoWest's Mountain Sled Of the PLHRIS
Year, and the 700 was SnoWest's Mountain Muscle Sled of the Year.  RIDE THE BEST




A-1 Enterprises, Inc.
229 Wilson Street
Soldotna, Alaska 99669
262-8889
262-8811 FAX

Alaska Commercial Co.

0950 W. 64th Avenue
Anchorage, Alaska 99518
273-4600
273-4800 FAX

Alaska Power Sports
6511 Brayton Drive
Anchorage, Alaska 99504
349-4512
349-4522 FAX

Hartley Motors, Inc.
Mile 36.5 Parks Highway
P. 0. Box 800
Palmer, Alaska 99645
745-4868
800-770-4860

Hatcher Pass Polaris
Mile 66 Parks Highway
P 0. Box 58
Willow, Alaska 99688
495-4639
495-5010 FAX

Marita Sea & Ski
1340 Rudakof Circle
Anchorage, Alaska 99508
337-2744
337-2077 FAX

Morgan’s Snowmaobile
Sales & Service
P. 0. Box 1070
Nome, Alaska 99762
443-2155
800-478-3237

Persinger’s Marine
205 0ld Richardson Highway
Fairbanks, Alaska 939701
456-68211
452-4787 FAX

South-Port Marina
Mile 5.5 South Big Lake Road
<P 0. Box:521748
Big Lake, Alaska 996352
892-BOAT
892-2628
892-6149 FAX
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provide a warm bed and hot showers. Galena is the last
layover opportunity until Unalakleet. 52 miles from last
checkpoint; 848 miles into course.

Kaltag, adopted by First National Bank of Anchorage, is
the tenth checkpoint. Here, the racers will leave the smooth
Yukon River and start overland toward Unalakleet. Kaltag
is a gas stop only; there are no accommodations for a
layover. 96 miles from last checkpoint; 746 miles into
course.

Unalakleet, adopted by Lynden Air Cargo & Lynden Trans-
port, is the eleventh checkpoint. Racers have reached the
head of Norton Sound when they arrive at Unalakleet.
Unalakleet is a community of about 750 residents. Racers
and riders find good food, running water, heat and exuber-
ant fans. Unalakleet has a variety of
stores and accommodations, and is a gas
stop and layover option for the racers.
95 miles from last checkpoint; 841 miles
into course.

Koyuk, adopted by Lubrication Technolo-
gies, is the twelfth checkpoint. Koyuk is
on the North Shore of Norton Sound. The
trail is well traveled by locals who ride their
snowmobiles to and from Unalakleet and
Nome. Koyuk lies only 169 miles from
the finish line for the Recreational Trail
Class heading to Nome. It's one of two
remaining opportunities to satisfy man-
datory layovers. Lodging for the racers
and riders is provided by the Koyuk School.
90 miles from last checkpoint; 937 miles
into course.

White Mountain, adopted by Yute Air, is
the thirteenth checkpoint. At White
Mountain, the Pro Class Racers are only
75 miles from the halfway point. They'll
find Davis Lincoln and Nora Brown up at
all hours, swapping racing stories with
those who slow down long enough to lis-
ten. The Nome-Golovin Racing Associa-
tion has marked, broken and maintained
the trail. Only 75 miles to Nome....but
before seeing the lights of Nome, there
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are the Topkok Hills. Racers and riders encounter winds that
haven’t been a factor over the past 1,000 miles. There are
several shelter cabins available in Solomon, a small settlement
on the trail. More than 12 of the 1997 racers and riders
made repeated attempts to get into and out of Nome over
the course of three days from the safety of these cabins.
Lisa Luther, a member of the first ever All Women’s Pro
Class team, said “l spent more time in Solomon than | did
making a go of the race from McGrath to Koyuk, 808 miles.
The weather was brutal, many times | could see the stars
and the moon, but | couldn’t see the front of my sled.” 94
miles from last checkpoint; 1,033 miles into course.

Nome, dedicated to Tesoro Alaska Petroleum, and Jim West,
Jr, an “Iron Dog Volunteer Extraordinaire”, is the last north-
bound checkpoint and the halfway mark for Pro Class racers.

YAMAHA

Moum‘an Max 700™
VALLEY YAMAHA

1451 E. Parks Hwy. » Wasilla, Alaska 99654

373-7669

It's the finish line for the northbound Recreational Trail Rid-
ers! Nome is a first class city, home to more than 3,000
people. It is a 36-hour mandatory layover point for all Pro
Class racers. Nome, the furthest point North on the trail,
has a full assortment of accommodations for our racers
and participants. The Iron Dog Gold Rush Classic south-
bound Recreational Trail Class begins on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 25, 1998 at 10:00 a.m. After the Pro Class racers
have completed their 36 hour layover they will point their
skis toward Norton Sound, more bumps and bounces into
the interior; then race back through the checkpoints where
our sponsors and volunteers wait with more hot
coffee..veer off to new trail territory on the Yukon River.
75 miles from last checkpoint; 1,108 miles into course.

YAMAHA
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By the time the Pro Class is ready to leave
Nome for their southbound portion of the
race to Fairbanks, the Recreational Trail
Riders will be at or past Ruby. Using the
same checkpoints as the racers and riders
used to get to Nome, the 1998 Recreational
Trail riders will be the first snowmobilers
to hit the new Iron Dog trail outside of Ruby.
The Yukon River is the trail from Ruby to 80-
Mile Cahin.

80-Mile Cabin, adopted by General Communi-
cations, Inc,, is a summer fish camp, approxi-
mately 80 miles from Tanana. This will be an-
other remate checkpoint for the Iron Dog rac-
ers. There are neither accommodations nor
facilities; therefore it is a gas stop only. 40
miles from last checkpoint; 1,660 miles into
course.

Tanana, adopted by Delta Western, Citgo, Air
Cargo Express and Sourdough Fuel, is a small
but active vilage. Tanana is where the racers
will leave the Yukon River and begin their trek
on the Tanana River to Manley Hat Springs, Old
Minto, Nenana and the finish line to Fairbanks.
80 miles from last checkpoint; 1,740 miles into
course.

Manley Hot Springs, adopted by Woody's In-
ternational Engineering & Manufacturing, the

Good Luck
Iron Doy

Alaska Cab Garage and
Solid Green Bingo & Pulltabs Il

1998 Gold Rush Classic Iron Dog
The World’s Longest Snowmobile Race

Racers:

Service Station &

Proudly supports the

Wasilla »Nome »Fairbanks

Jim West, Owner
Nome, Alaska

Discover A Better Low Fare Airline”

1-800-RenoAir
1-800-736-6247

sponsor of our Rookie Purse, is a community

located just three miles from the Tanana River: This is the only
checkpoint headed into Fairbanks that the racers are allowed to
leave the navigable waters between Ruby and Fairbanks. The
host for the racers in Manley is Robert Lee, owner/ operator of
the Manley Roadhouse. Manley is a community road accessible
to Fairbanks, but the racers and riders will be headed back to
the riverto make the next two checkpoints, Old Minto and Nenana.
B9 miles from last checkpoint; 1,809 miles into course.

0ld Minto, is a gas stop only for which fuel has been brought in
from Nenana in 55-gallon drums. Racers are driving at top
speeds and will have only one more checkpoint before they will
have finished this very long and grueling trip. 80 miles from last
checkpoint; 1,889 miles into course.

Nenana, adopted by MACtel, Inc,, is the final gas stop for the

1998 Iron Dog Gold Rush Classic racers and riders. Just a short 52
miles from the finish line. 30 miles from last checkpoint; 1,919 miles
into course.

Fairbanks, adopted by National Bank of Alaska, is the finish line where
the snowmobile enthusiasts will wait at Pike’s Landing for the finish-
ers to punch their throttles for the last time. If the riverbeds of the
Yukon, Tanana and Chena Rivers freeze, as they did in the winter of
1997, the 1998 race may prove to be the fastest yet. Look for the
racers and riders on Friday, February 27th or Saturday, February
28th. There will be a daylight finish!!! 52 miles from last checkpoint;
1,971 miles from Wasilla>Nome>Pike’s Landing — Fairbanks.

Iron Dog wouldn't be the “King of Races” without the countless volun-
teers, the community support provided at all our checkpoints, and
the efforts of the snowmobiling community in Anchorage, Nome and

Fairbanks and all the towns between. At last count, there were
over 450 people and companies involved with the 1998 Iron
Dog Gold Rush Classic.

Iron Dog is especially grateful to its sponsors. They carry the
“heavy load” by covering the significant cost of putting this race
on the trail. Please take a moment to look at the list of our
wonderful donors, supporters and volunteers. They are the ones
who have made this race happen. And many of them have been
doing it for the past fourteen years!

Iron Dog thanks the other “volunteers” who make this race hap-
pen, the families & friends of the riders & racers, who have, no
doubt, invested much. Iron Dog wishes the best of luck to all the
98 Iron Dog Gold Rush Classic riders &racers. Iron Dog thanks
the racers and riders ... without them there would be no race.
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1998 PRO CLASS

another good finish. Mark's hobbies include competition shooting and hunting, is married to

markecarr-7
Kenai
1998 Arctic Cat Sno Pro

Mark has raced

snowmobiles since he was

12 years old and he has

captured his share of wins

along the way. He says his

97 Iron Dog Gold Rush

Classic victory, with

teammate Scott Davis, has

to rank among the sweetest of all. He is hoping for

Glenda and has two daughters Jennifer, 16, and Jamie, 13. He'is also a commercial

fisherman and commercial pilot. His racing record includes: First Overall in 1987 Arctic Man;

1992 Pike's to Nenana; Class Championships in 1996 USSA 440; 1986 AMMC; 1897

AMMC 440; 1997 AMMC Open; 1997 AMMC Hi-Overall Points; 1987 Gold Star Series, 2nd

in points.

scottdavis-7
Soldotna
1998 Arctic Cat Sno Pro

Scott has ten previous top three finishes in the Iron Dog Gold
Rush Classic, including 4 wins. He has raced several times in
Kotzebue, taking one overall and two class wins. Scott won the

Big Lake 500 and the Snow Cross.

competing in snowmobile races all over the State of Alaska for
25 years and enjoys racing motorcycles and three- and four-wheelers. Scott also loves to jet
ski; snow ski and mountain ride his snowmobile with his kids. Scott has two children Cory, 8,
and Carly, 7. He has lived in Soldotna for 35 years and owns and operates Davis Block &

Scott has enjoyed

Concrete in Soldotna and Anchorage with his cousin Chuck, and brother, Rusty.

the 97 Iron Dog Trophy Class in his first race
experience. He has ridden snowmobiles for
more than 7 years, riding more than 5,000
miles per season in the Skwentna area during
the past 4 years. His hobbies include fishing,
hunting, trapping, snowmobiling and
snowboarding while he works as a fishing guide
at Northwoods Lodge. His father, Eric, is his
race partner. His family Shan, Brent and Stacy
support his every effort in the 88 Iron Dog Pro
Class.

Sponsors: SBS Outdoor Lifestyles, Northwoods
Lodge, Dewey’s Cook Inlet, Trapper Creek
Smoking Co., Rust's Flying Service, Subway, ATU-
Long Distance, Quam Technologies. They offer a
special thanks to Shan & Family, R.C. Johnson,
Tom Brion and Bob Misner:

roberthimschootjr-3
Bethel
1998 Polaris XC 700

Robert has spent the past
five years riding “Bush”
wilderness out of Bethel. He
had two seasons of
Motocross racing in lowa in
1982 and 1981. He grew up in rural lowa and
is a Technician with Prime Cable/General
Communications, Inc. in Bethel. His hobbies
include snowmobiling, guitars, fishing, hunting
and camping. He is married to Barbara and has
a son, Alex, 5, and a daughter, Elizabeth, 2.

chrisprovost-3
Bethel
1998 Polaris XC 700

Chris competed in the 97
Iron Dog Trophy Class. He
has extensive wilderness

been snowmobiling for as long as he can
remember. His longest trip to date is Naknek to
McGrath and back. Just a couple years ago,
Mike logged 4,000 miles in the Western Alaska
Region. His hobbies are flying and being in the
outdoors.

Sponsors: Brown's Electric, Inlet Electrical
Contractors, Alaska Concrete Services and CNJ
Mechanical.

stevehaynes-5
Eagle River
1998 Arctic Cat ZR 600

Steve will go anywhere anytime
on a sno-go. He's been Over
the Top Tok to Dawson, and
watched the Arctic Man from
the sidelines, and many or
maybe too many Poker Runs
(let's just ask Michelle). Steve lives in Eagle
River; and loves to hunt, fish, hand-gliding,
mountain climbing, ocean kayaking, surfing,
gambling and computer “hacking” —oh! and nude
Lion Taming. He is married to Michelle and has
a son, Weston, 5, and a daughter; Sarah, 3. He
is employed at VIP Distributing, Inc.

michaelleary-5
Eagle River
1998 Arctic Cat ZR 600

Mike was born and raised in
Anchorage and now lives in
Eagle River. He is Traffic &
Store Manager for Inorex,
Inc. He's been riding
snowmobiles for 3 years.
His longest recreational ride was the 97 Tok to
Dawson City and he has logged over 10,000
miles including a ride at Yellowstone. He is

Alaskan. His girlfriend is Dianna. They have two
children, Kristen, 10, and McKinzie, one. He has
entered the Iron Dog once before in 1895 and
had to scratch.

Sponsors: Alaska Power Sports, Al's Alaska Inn
and City Limits.

dwaynedrake-8
Galena
Polaris

Dwayne has been an avid rider on the Yukon
River near his home in Galena for many years.
The 98 Iron Dog Gold Rush Classic will be his
fifth run with Todd Palin. The Drake-Palin team
set a course record for the Wasilla-Nome-
Wasilla run in their 1995 victory. He finished
fourth in the 87 Iron Dog and has won many
local races including the 150 Grad Prix in
Fairbanks and the Puget Sound 200. Dwayne
currently works as a mechanic for Delta
Western in Dillingham and also works as a
mechanic for his family's business in Galena,
Huntington's Ventures. Dwayne has five
children, Crystal, 13, Dwayne Il, 12, Norman, 8,
Carole, 6 and Tyler, 5.

toddpalin-8
Wasilla
Polaris

Talkeetna/Anchorage, 95 Sheep Creek
Stump Jump, 95 Sheep Creek/
Petersville, and 96 Tolsona 300 in
Glennallen. He was born and raised in
Anchorage and likes golf, baseball,
softball, snowmobiling, hunting and water
skiing. His wife is Dawn and they have a
one-year-old daughter, Michelle. Mike
works for a truck equipment shop, Bob's
Services.

chrishubble-9
Anchorage

1998 Arctic Cat ZR
600

Chris and Mike have
been riding together
since 1994. He has
raced the 94 Talkeetna
/Anchorage. He has been a Polaris fan,
but is making the switch since they
performed so well in 97 Iron Dog. He is
married to Theresa and they are
expecting their first child in June, 1998.
His hobbies include, snowmobiling, hiking,
golf, water skiing and camping. He is the
owner/operator of Pacific Asphalt and
Hansen Hub Caps.

Sponsors: Anchorage Suzuki/Arctic Cat,
Bob's Services, Inc., Pacific Asphalt
Marking, Buyers Products, Bagel Lady,
Bud's Aircraft Service, CNJ Mechanical,
Bad Element Racing, Triple S Services,
Shaman Traffic Control, MVS Paving
Corporation, Columbus Distributing,
Northwest Cedar Structures, Inc., Alaska
Steel, and Arctic Mobile Equipment
Service.

robhardy-10

Sponsors: Tesoro Alaska Petroleum Company, Team Arctic, Arctic Recreational Distributors,
Arrow Unlimited, Woody's International, Gitco 2-Cycle Oil, Dayco Products, Fine Line Interiors,
Air Cargo Express, Foot Work's, Davis Block & Concrete, Eric Russell, Arctic Wear Clothing, V-
Force Reed's, Fox Shocks, Anchorage Suzuki/Arctic Cat, Northern Power Sports, Arctco and

travel experience out of
Bethel base. This includes
a post-ditarod trip from Bethel to Big Lake and

married to Linda Leary and Carlile Ent., KEW
Trucking. He has two children Kyle, 9, and
Lukas, 7. The Leary's are the “Great Alaskan

Todd finished top rookie in 1993, was first place Eagle River
Champion and is course record holder in the 95 1996 Polaris EFl
Iron Dog, and finished 4th in 87. 1998 will be 500

Ron Davis.

curtisgreen=1

Wasilla Sponsors: Suzuki/Arctic Cat, Arctic

1998 Arctic Cat Recreational Distributors, State Farm Mutual-

Curtis completed the 97
Iron Dog Trail Class. He
arrived in Alaska in 1955

from his home state of New Mexico. He
resides in the Mat-Su Valley with his wife,
Senator Lyda Green. They have three
children, Brad, Kristie and Shelton and
two grandchildren, Kelsie and Connor:

Curtis has been with State Farm

Insurance since 1970 and his agency is

in Anchorage. His hobbies include
snowmobiling (of course) and flying.

wiliamlongsr-1
Palmer
1998 Arctic Cat

Bill competed in the 95-97,
92 & 93 Iron Dog races.
He first rode snowmobiles

in 1961 at Antarctica. He rode from Tok
to Dawson City in 96 and 95. Bill's
hobbies include snowmobiling, power

boating, rafting, horse riding and

photography. He is married to Katie and

has six adult children (4 boys and 2
He is a retired scientist, geologist,
hydrologist and college professor:
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Curtis Green.

ericiohnson-2
Skwentna
1998 Ski-Doo MXZ 670

Eric did extensive racing in the
70's with first and second place
finishes racing Talkeetna to
Anchorage and two first place

Anchorage, he is President of Northwood

hunting, trapping, woodworking and

Gold Rush Classic is his son, Tyson.

tysonjohnson-2
Skwentna

1998 Ski-Doo MXZ 670
girls).
Tyson took third place in Woody's -
at Summit Lake and second in

finishes in the Big Lake 500. Eric was born in

Services, Inc. dba Northwoods Lodge, and is the
owner operator of Northwoods Lodge, a full
service fishing and snowmobile facility. He is
also owner and operator of Susitna/Yentna
River Barge Service. His hobbies include fishing,

snowmobiling. He is married to Shan and has
four children, Brent, 20, Tyson, 18, Stacy 14,
and Eric Il, 9. His partner in the 98 Iron Dog

back. He has been across Rainy Pass four
times and has done dozens of multi-night
camping trips, logging more than 12,000 miles
on sno-gos. He was born and raised in
California and has lived in Bethel since 1990.
His hobbies include winter sno-go camping,
down hill skiing, dog mushing, back packing and
exercise. He is an attorney practicing law in
Bethel and is married to Dr. Ellen Provost. He
has one daughter, Rachel, 3. He had a prior
twelve-year career as a deep-sea oil-field diver;
specializing in hyperbaric welding and non-
destructive testing.

Sponsors: Swanson's of Bethel, Bethel General
Communications, Inc.

curtischerrier-4
Anchorage
1998 Polaris Indy 500

Curtis rode in the 1997 Iron
Dog Trail Class and has
competed in the 94 & 95
Kimball Pass Race, Hatcher
Pass, 96 Petersville, 97 Pt. McKenzie, Big Lake
in 250 mile rides. He is married to Kristina and
has two daughters, Katie, 7, and Gabrielle, 4.

mikefoldager-4
Anchorage
1998 Polaris Indy 500

Mike rode in the 97 Iron Dog Recreational Trail
Ride. He was born and raised in Alaska and has

Outdoor Family”, loving to hike, camp, fish,
snowmobile, jet ski, sail and golf.

Steve and Mike are dedicating this ride to the
Pennies for Miles to benefit the American Red
Cross Alaska Chapter.

Sponsors: Carlile Enterprises, Inc., /K&W
Transport Trucking, Allure of Alaska NorthWear,
Dewey's Cook Inlet, VIP Distributing, Helly
Hanson, Fine Line Interiors, Woody's Intl., Arctic
Recreational Distributors, Greenland Arctic Cat,
John Delaquito, Jim Day, Totem Ocean Trailer
Express, Alaska Adventures RV, Greatland
Kennels and several others without whom this
race would never have been possible for us.

bretrobinson-6
Anchorage
1998 Polaris

Bret rode to McGrath from Big
Lake in 1994. Born in Palmer,
he currently lives in Anchorage
and works as a corporate pilot and aircraft
mechanic. His hobbies are flying, fishing and
snowmobiling (a Polaris rider for 20 years). He
is married to Vickie and has two children,
Randall, 8, and Kristopher, 7.

ericrobinson-6
Anchorage
1998 Polaris

Eric has been riding for 25 yrs. He is a lifelong

his sixth entry. -He won the 97 Gold Star
Superstar; finished third in the 98 St. Patty's
200; and finished fourth in the 97 Stump Jump.
He and his wife, Sarah, who is Mayor of the City
of Wasilla, have three children, Track, 8, Bristol,
7 and Willow, 3. In addition to many other
activities, he and his family commercial fish in
Bristol Bay, near Todd's birth place of Dilingham.

Standing in tribute to their Alaskan heritage,
Dwayne Drake and Todd Palin have dedicated
their performance in the Iron Dog as an example
for other young Alaska Natives of what hard
work, teamwork, determination and focused
talent can accomplish. In cooperation with some
Boy Scout troops in Alaska, pledges for each mile
Todd and Dwayne travel during the 98 Iron Dog
will be sought to support Boy Scout activities.

Sponsors: Polaris Industries and Tom Hedtke,
Anchorage Hilton Hotel, CITGO, L&M Supply,
Huntington's Ventures, Peter Pan Seafoods,
Great Northern Engineering, RU Outside Sports
Wear, Alaska Powder Products, Service il &
Gas, Frontier Flying Services, BP Exploration,
Woody's International, Marita Ski & Sea, LFS.
Inc., Silvertip Design, Northland Services, and
South-Port Marina.

mikebrown-9
Anchorage
1998 Arctic Cat ZR 600

Mike has a very small racing
history. He raced in the 894

Rob has run the 93
and 94 Iron Dog.
Rob'’s racing career
started at a young
age. He has raced just about everything
that makes noise and has a throttle. He
is married to his beautiful wife, Vickie and
has two wonderful daughters, Alyssa and
Tiffany. He wants to thank all of them for
letting him go on the 98 Iron Dog Gold
Rush Classic and participating in the
World's Longest Snowmobile Race again.

janmasek-10
Willow
1997 Polaris EFl 500

Jan raced in the 96 & 97 Iron Dog. Jan
has entered the Iditarod Sled Dog race 7
times. Jan is married to Beverly Masek,
Republican Legislator from District 28
and a four time Iditarod racer. His son
Michael, 12, has ridden with Jan since
he was 3. He is an international
consultant for Gillette International, Pratt
& Whitney Canada, Anheuser-Busch,
Miller Brewing, Breckenridge
Microbreweries, Pilsner-Urquell
International.

Sponsors: Jan Masek.
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other interests include hunting,
fishing, horses, motorcycles and
his girl friend, Susan West.
When she isn't competing with
him, she is coaching and
cheering. He has two wonderful
kids, Melinda, 17, who is
attending beauty school in WA
state, and son, Max, 20, working
at Riverside Auto. Rollin’s
nickname is “Bear Bait” because
of a bear mauling by two brown
bears on September 18, 1984;
the mauling resulted in a
hospitalization of 8 days.

wiliamgreen-14
Soldotna
1998 Arctic
Cat Powder
Ltd. 600

William was
born in
Anchorage
and presently
resides in Soldotna. He enjoys
hunting, fishing, flying and
especially any motor sports. He
is married to Cecilia and has 2
children, Charity, 2, and Brook,
19. He is employed by G&S
Construction as a job
superintendent. He does
specialty welding and machining
as Pentech.

Sponsors: Republic Automative
Parts, Inc., Riverside Auto
Supply, Inc., Pentech, Arctic
Motor Sports, Foreign Auto &
Truck Supply (FATS), West
Chiropractic, The People of
Kenai Peninsula and Outlaw
Body & Paint.

traceybrassard-11
Anchorage
Polaris

Tracey began racing
with the Alaska Motor
Mushers in 1987,
competing in most of
the events on the
schedule, and has
been doing it every year since. The
1991-92 season was his best, placing in
the top 3 in the field and winning the
25th Anniversary Anchorage to
Talkeetna to Anchorage Race. He was
born in Texas, then moved to Anchorage
in 1970, and has looked forward to
every winter since. He began
snowmobiling in 1975 and has enjoyed it
to this day. He's been married 8 great
years to Patti and has 2 beautiful girls,
Emily, 7, and Amy, 2. He enjoys hockey,
downhill skiing, fishing and hiking. He has
worked as a heavy equipment operator
throughout Alaska for 17 years and is
employed by Summit Paving and
Construction and Alaska Power Sports.

Tracey is looking forward to this awesome
adventure with his partner and longtime friend,
Ken Lee.

kenlee=11
Eagle River
Polaris

Ken has been racing
snowmobiles for 14 years in
Alaska. He won the 89
Anchorage to Talkeetna to -
Anchorage Cross-Country
Race. He was Hi-Points Champion racer in the
86-87 Race Season, and placed 2nd in 87 &
88 in the Talkeetna Cross Country Race. He
has run the Iron Dog 4 times but has not placed
yet. Ken was born in Pensacola, Florida, and
lives in Eagle River. He has lived in Alaska 21
years. He enjoys hunting, fishing, snowmobiling,
flying and adventures. His wife is Jana; they have
3 children, Janaya, 13, Kari, 8, and Kenney, 5
months. Ken works at Cal Worthington Ford.

Sponsors: Alaska Power Sports, J & L Trucking,
Summit Paving, V & H Enterprises.
Jim Wilke, Cal Worthington Ford, Patty

Brassard, Jana Lee, Triton Trailer Corporation
and Alaska Auto Wholesalers.

ronaldscottschneider-12
Anchorage
1998 Arctic Cat ZR 600

Scott has no racing experiences and is a rookie
in the 98 Iron Dog. He is from Wyoming and
lives in Anchorage. His hobbies are
snowmobiling, dirt bike riding, working on cars,
computers and his son. He is married to Janine
and they have a son, Cory, 2. He works for Frito
Lay as a route sales person.

charleswebsterjr-12
Anchorage
1998 Arctic Cat ZR 800

Charles has never participated in any
snowmobile races. He built and raced a drag
racing car when he was 20. He started building
a dirt track car next, got it about 70% complete,
then sold it. He is originally from Knoxville,
Tennessee. He has lived in Anchorage for 7
years. His hobbies include snowmobiles,

motorcycles, off road and on, fly-fishing, golf,
softhall, running, and basically anything fun he
can do outdoors. He has a new son, Takotna, 1
month old. He is single but has an extended
family for support, his stepbrother, Scott, his

father, Chuck, his stepmother, Cathi, his nephew,

Cory, and his sister-in-law, Janine. He is a
bartender and assistant manager at Hot Rods
Night Club.

Sponsors: Hot Rods, Billiard Palace

rolinbraden-14
Soldotna

1998 Arctic Cat Powder
Ltd. 800

Rollin has 33 years of riding
experience but has never
entered a race. He has
owned Riverside Auto
Supply, Inc. for 24 years.

He was born in Texas and was raised and
introduced to snowmobiling in Northern
Minnesota. He moved to Soldotna in 1966 and
never missed a season of snowmobiling. His

bobgilman-15
Wasilla
1998 Yamaha VX 700 XTC

This is Bob's 11th Iron Dog and he has 7 top
three finishes including three wins. He has
completed and placed in numerous races
across the state and the Lower 48. Since his
first race in 1980, Bob won the 440 class in

' the Pike’'s-Nenana race on his partner Steve's

machine, which he borrowed just before the
race start, the first time, the two met. Bob has
lived in Wasilla for 15 years; he is 35 years old
and still un-married. Hobbies include flying,
sheep hunting with a bow, mountaineering,
mountain biking and travel. His son Garrett is 9,
and daughters Crystal and Alberta are both 17.
Bab has recently returned from a mountain
climbing trip in Argentina and the French Alps.
Bob is racing for Yamaha this year with Steve
Potter, whom he is confident, will be the first
rookie to win the Iron Dog.

stevenpotter-15
Fairbanks
1998 Yamaha VX 700 XTC

Steven'’s prior race experience
includes: 1st in class 94 Pike's-
Nenana 102 Mile Cross-County; 95,
2nd overall; 97, 1st in class (setting a
new course record); 1st in class/
overall 95 Archie Ferguson & Willie
Goodwin Sr. Memorial Race
(Kotzebue); 97 Alaska Motor Mushers
Club Races 125 mi. Grand Prix; 500
mile Grand Prix, 1st in class and 3rd
overall. Steve and his wife Shelley live
in Fairbanks and have been married
almost 3 years. He has two beautiful
children, Rene’, 16, and Chad, S.
Steve moved from Spokane, WA to
Fairbanks at age of 3. He has worked
as a heavy equipment operator for the
State of Alaska DOT for over 12 years.
The winter months are his favorite
time of the year since that is when he
can take advantage of his favorite past
time...snowmobiling! Whether it's
riding in the mountains with friends or
participating in an occasional weekend
race, Steve loves every bit of it.
Getting the opportunity to run in the
Iron Dog fuffills a long time dream, not
to mention providing him with the
ultimate challenge in the field of
snowmobile racing.

Sponsors: Yamaha Factory Racing,
Northern Power Sports, The Riverboat
Discovery, Inland Petro Service, Inc.,
Petroleum Sales, Eagle River Yamaha,
LA Style & Retail Center, Wade &
DeYoung Law Offices, BJ Ford
Trucking & Associates, Bob Kowalke
and Anchor Chiropractic. Thanks to
Steve's wife Shelley.

jmcooper16
Anchorage

1998 Ski-Doo MXZ
670

Jim raced the 85 &
97 Iron Dog Gold
Rush Classic. He
enjoys hunting,
fishing and snowmobiling and works
for Shoreside Petroleum in Seward.

paulsindorf-16
Palmer

1998 Ski-Doo MXZ
670

Paul has raced the
96 & 97 Iron Dog.
Paul was the 91 &
90 AMRA State Pro
Class Champion,
ATV, and the 91 &
90 AMRA City Pro Class Champlnn
ATV. His hobbies include Motocross
racing, skiing, hockey, mountain biking
and snowmobiling. He is married to
Lisa and has two daughters and two
sons, Heather, 8, Melanie, 7, Kristofer,
5, and Jonathan, 16 months. He
works as an Inventory Analyst for
ARCO Alaska, Inc.

Sponsors: . CC Ski-Doo, Frontier
Automotive and Conrad Contracting
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Good Luck!

PERSINGER'S MARINE is proud to support
this year's Gold Rush Classic IRON DOG, and

wishes Good Luck to all participants.

We hape you're all lucky enough to be riding a Polaris...

..and if you're not, come see us after the race!

annls.Believe i

timchase-17
Wasilla
1998 Arctic Cat ZR 600

Tim was born in Longview, Texas and
grew up in Alaska. He's been riding
snowmobiles most of his life. His first
snowmobile, in the 70's, was a Polaris
Gemini 250. He graduated from West
Valley, Fairbanks, in 1990. He enjoys
basketball, Motocross and flying small
planes.

delvinrock=17
Grayling
Arctic Cat ZR 600

Delvin enjoys track, sking and basketball.
He's been riding most, of his life. His first
snowmobile was a Yamaha Enticer 250.
He has two sisters, Bev from Anchorage
and Judy from Wasilla. His mother lives
in Grayling and Delvin has recently moved
to Anchorage to practice for the Iron
Dog and Blow-em-out!

charlesbairdlll-18
Eagle River
1998 Polaris XC 700

Charles raced in the 97
Big Lake Klondike 400.

15

- 456-6821

Polaris Indy 700 RMK

1-800-478-6372

He lives in Eagle River with his beautiful wife,
Hope, and he has 4 children, Charles IV, 18,
Timothy Marie, 16, Jamie Elizabeth, 16 and
Shawn, 11. He likes to fly, snowmobile, hunt,
fish, etc. He is a journeyman power lineman
and belongs to IBEW Local 1547. He was
born and raised in Alaska.

stevefoster-18
Anchorage
1998 Polaris XC 700

Steve raced in the 97 Big Lake ']
K-400. His hobbies include Sy /
snowmobile riding, fishing and J l
hunting. He is married to Tracy

and has one daughter, Stevie Lynn. He is a
member of IBEW and is employed at Alcan
Electric as a journeyman power lineman

Sponsors: Miller Industries, Inc. - Healy, Alaska.

genelamay-19
Palmer
1998 Yamaha VMAX 700

Gene raced in the 94 Iron
Dog and finished 5th. Gene
is from Anchorage and now
lives in Palmer. He is a
welder/fabricator, specializing in racecar
fabrication. He is married to Andrea and has
two children, Melissa, 10, and Ben, 6.

marktorkelson-19
Wasilla
1998 Yamaha VMAX 700

Mark has been racing since
1972 and has a long list of
snowmobile racing
championships. Competing in the Iron Dog
since 1985, he placed first in 1989. He won
the 87 Talkeetna-Anchorage race and 84 & 85
Hatcher Pass. Mark owns North Shore
Enterprises in Big Lake, Alaska. He spends his
free time snowmobiling, hunting, fishing, and
riding four-wheelers. Mark has a son, Travis,
18, and a daughter, Lindsey, 15.

Sponsors: Sea & C Maring, Bill and Helen
Heairet, Weldin Construction, Harry's
Restaurant, Video City, Dan’s Aircraft Repair,
Airlift Alaska, North Shore Enterprises and
Specialty Truck & Auto.

davidbuotﬂ-EO
Nome
1998 Polaris XC 600

David raced Nome-Golovin, the
Ferguson-Goodwin in Katzebue,
the 87 Iron Dog and the Elim-
Koyuk “make-your-own-trail-
race”. He is a carpenter looking for a job. He
and Cheryl have two girls, Devola, 10, and Dana,

8. They have a dog, a cat, a horse and some fish.

russelrowe-20
Nome
1998 Polaris XC 600

Russell has raced the 97 Nome-
Golovin 200 second place; 97 s
Nome Cannonball, 1st place “C” class; 97 NSRA
Grand Prix; 96 NSRA Sno-Cross. Russell lives in
Nome and is 18 years old. His hobbies include
flying, hiking, fishing, motorcycling, snowboarding
and snowmobiling. He lives with his mother,
Chris, and father, Jim; his brother Ben is at
school in Colorado. He is currently employed by
Jim Blanning at Morgan’s Snowmobile Sales &
Service in Nome. He lived his 1st and 2nd
grade years in a cabin 35 miles north of Elim
and that is when he began snowmobiling.

o

Sponsors: Bering Air, Inc., Morgan’s Snowmobile
Sales & Service, Booths' R & R.

dustyvanmeter-21
Kasilof
1998 Yamaha XTC 700

Dusty placed fourth in the 94 Iron Dog, his
rookie year; second place in 97 Big Lake to
Skwentna to Big Lake; first place in the 97 St.
Patties Day Race, Lake Louise (Sno-Cross and
cross-country); 1st place 97 Woody's Gold Star
350; 2nd place, 97 Tesoro Gold Star 350; 1st
place, 97 Open Money Sno-Cross; ‘st place,
Open Trophy Sno-Cross 97; overall points

champion, 97 Alaska Gold Star
Race Series. Dusty lives in
Kasilof, is married to Evelyn, and
has 2 daughters, Kaitlyn, 5, and
Shaelyn, 2. Hobbies include
hunting, fishing and sno-going.
Dusty is a commercial
fisherman.

danielzipay-21
Anchorage

1998 Yamaha XTC
700

The 97 Iron Dog Gold Rush
Classic was Dan’s 12th entry in
the race. His winning years
include 86-88, 1992 and
1994.

Sponsors: Yamaha Motor
Corporation, Anchorage
Yamaha, Arrow Unlimited,

Cort Phalp, Four D Interiors-
Carpet One, First National Bank
of Anchorage, Republic
Automotive, B&C Auto Supply,
All Pro, Sweeny's Clothing, Dale
Dolifka-Attorney, KSRM, KWHQG,
KKIS, KSLD Radio, Dean’s
Peninsula Printing, Alyeska Tire,
Seekins Ford, Travel Connection,
Horace Mann Insurance,
Peninsula Clarion, Tucker Rocky
Distributing, Inc., Randy's
Ramada, Johnny Bea, Sr. & Jr.
and Kenai Golf Course.

jamessweetsir-22
Anchorage

1998 Polaris 700

XC s

James has been

racing AMM.C.

circuits for the past 4 seasons.
He has also raced the
Fairbanks Pikes-Nenana since
1995. James is from Galena and now lives in
Anchorage. His only hobby is snowmobiling. He
is married to Sheila; they have one son Brenden,
7, and are expecting anather child in April.
James has been employed with Doyon Drilling
for B years. He also works part time at Alaska
Power Sports.

homerwhite-22
Fairbanks -
1998 Polaris 700 XC

Homer raced in the 79-82, 84-89,
96 & 97 Nome-Golovin; the 81,
85-86, 92, 94 & 97, Kotz; the 92 Arctic Man;
97 Nome Cannonball, 85 Iron Dog, 3rd place,
5th place 86 Iron Dog, 4th place 91 Iron Dog,
DNF in 94. Homer, originally from Nome, moved
to Fairbanks in 1991. He is married to Yolanda,
has three children, Andrew, 7, Cody, 4 and
Sydney, 1. He works at Prudhoe Bay as a
mechanic-welder for K & K Recycling.

Sponsors: Sweetsir Construction, Alaska Power
Sports, Independent Lift Truck of Alaska, Agnes,
Russ, Brenden & Stephen, Wildcat Enterprises,
Woody's International, Karl Brothers, K & K
Recycling, Matanuska Fitness Center, Nome
Machine Works, Jim Eddie, Cal-Ore Erosion
Control,-Medford, OR and HLC Health &
Nutrition.

evanbooth-23
Nome
1998 Polaris 700 XC

Evan has been racing since
1987. The 98 Iron Dog will
be his 7th entry. He has
also competed in numerous races in
Nome and Kotzebue. Evan was born in
Richland, WA and was raised in Nome,
where he presently lives with his wife,
Crystal, 6 year old daughter; Taylor, and
son, Chase, 5. Crystal is expecting a new
addition to the family in late January. He
enjoys hunting, fishing when time permits
and riding motorcycles in the summer
and his snowmobile in the winter. He is
employed by the State of Alaska, DOT.

johnfaeo-23
Wasilla
Polaris Indy

John is the only person to
participate in every Iron
Dog Gold Rush Classic. He
has won overall 7 times — 84-88, 80, 81
and 96, placed second in 85, 92 and 97,
and placed third in 89. This year he and
his partner Evan Booth will combine their
many years of racing experience to meet
the challenge of a new race route. John
has worked at the Alaska Railroad for 24
years as a machinist. His hobbies
include flying, hunting, fishing, and other
outdoor activities. He enjoys spending
time at the family remote cabin. John
and his wife Vicki have 2 sons, John, 18,
and Scott, 14.

Sponsors: Alaska Power Sports - Jim
Wilke/Crew, Morgan's Snowmobile Sales
& Service, Jim Blanning, Polaris
Industries, Tom Hedtke, Mike & Randy
Bedard, Mike Delaney, Mark Dodge,
Fineline Upholstery, Jim & Doug, Fox
Racing Shocks, Carl's Cycle Sales, Jack
Struthers, Woody's International Traction
Products, Bering Air, Jim Rowe, Anchor
Tavern, Woody & Mark Sacket, Bering
Sea Saloon, Stan Andersen, Palaris Bar
& Liguor; Norm & Sandy, Pat Walsh,
Mike Wassman, Nancy Bauer, NGK
Spark Plugs Polaris Industries, Alaska
Railroad, Nelson Kogane Accounting,
Dean’s Automotive, B&J Custom
Aircraft, Anchorage Chrysler; and Speed
Shop. Thanks to wives and family.

’am“

Earl raced Pike’s - Nenana %,‘; f
95 & 91; 97 Tanana 440; ﬂ
plus numerous races along

the Yukon villages. Earlis from Nulato,
Alaska, but currently lives in Fairbanks.
His hobbies are hunting, fishing, racing
snowmobiles and boating. He is married
to Joyce, has two daughters, Kristie, 9,
and Katie, 7, and one son, Terrance, 4.
He is employed through Local 1547 as a
journeyman wireman.

earlsommer-24
Fairbanks
1997 Polaris 700 XC

darryithurmond-24
Galena
1998 Polaris 700 XC

Darryl raced: 89-92 100 miler - Galena;




93-94 Norton Sound
200 miler - Kaltag; 97
Tanana 440 miler -
Fairbanks. Darryl is
from Galena and is
married to Roxanne.
They have two
daughters, Rachel, 12,
and Danielle, 5. His
hobbies are boating,
snowmobiling, hunting
and fishing. Heis a
diesel mechanic for
Galena Electric Utilities.

Sponsors: Archie's
Yukon Inn & Snack Bar,
Sourdough Fuel, KIYU
Radio, Chatanika Lodge,

DAVIS BLOCK & CONCRETE CO.

Huntington’s Ventures,
Tel Alaska, Calvin
Thurmond, Pat
Sweetsir, Hub Foods,
Interior Trading, Tanana
Commercial Co., Ruby
Commercial Co.,
Marvin & Sylvia
Thurmond, Ed & Kate
Thurmond, and Brian
Hildebrand.

johnbahnkeiii-25
Nome

1998 Ski-Doo MXZ 670

John's races include:

Anchorage

and Soldotna,

Alaska

2nd place 95 Nome/
Golovin March 85; 97
Kotz-Kiana - 2nd place,
Nome,/Golovin 3rd
place; Arctic-Ferguson
(Kotz), 2nd place;
Nome Cannonball, 1st
overall. John has lived
in Nome for 25 years.
His hobbies include
snowmobile riding/
racing, motorcycle
riding (off road), all
outdoor activities,
boating and canoeing.
John is currently
employed with NAPA
Auto Parts. He is
single and has no children. He has been
snowmobiling for 20+ years.

jamesdick-25
Seward
1998 Ski-Doo MXZ 670

Jim was born and raised in Seward, he
has been riding snowmobiles since he
was three years old. He started racing
in 1987, has placed three times in the
Iron Dog. This year marks his seventh
entry in the Iron Dog. Jim has raced in
the 89-91 I-500. Jim works as a truck
driver for Marathon Fuel Co. He is
married to Lisa, and has three children
Jenna, 5, Chelsey, 4, and Amber; 1.5.

Sponsors: Spenard Builders Supply,
Wilderness Ski-Doo, SBS Outdoor
Lifestyles, Stan Smith, Marlin Scoby,
NAPA Auto Parts, R.J.'s Auto, Mom and
Dad, Nancy B. and Russell W, Compeau's,
Woody's Traction Products, Marathon
Fuel, Henderlong, Ent., Two Dogs
Trucking, Gary's Gas, and Seward’s Ships.

(907) 349-1898

(907 262-5106

brentcarter-26
Eagle River
1998 ski-Doo MXZ 670

Brent has been Korey's pit mechanic since the
93-94 season. He has traveled with Korey to all
his races and to Minnesota on two different
occasions for the I-500 and the Grand 500. He
has particpated in local races with clubs like
USSA, Alaska Motor Mushers, Gold Star and
Aurora International.

koreycronquist-26
Eagle River
1998 Ski-Doo MXZ 670

Korey, with the help of CC and FAST, has held
many title records. He holds the Alaska State
speed record in the B00 foot set at over 110
mph. He has competed nationally at several
MSR World National events taking 3rd and 5th
at Lake Geneva and West Yellowstone Snow-X.
He has won many local events, Hatcher Pass x-
country, ice endures overall, drag racing
championships and oval racing championships
along with high point titles in AMMC and USSA.

Korey's hobbies include snowmobile racing,
testing, and riding. He enjoys the outdoors

and water rafting (Sea-Doo) riding. He works

at CC Ski-Doo and with FAST on many
projects like M-10 development, Ace Pipes,
shocks, etc. Korey is an ASRA board
member. He is the 97 Water-Cross Drag

Champion, 0-800 cc and 800 cc up classes.

Sponsors: CC Ski-Doo, Team CC Ski-Doo,
FAST, Injex, BC Excavating, Statewide
Petroleumn, Man & Machine, and Anderson
Brothers Construction.

rustygoodman-27
Anchorage
1998 Ski-Doo MXZX 440

ronaldsoule-27
Wasilla
1998 Ski-Doo MXZX 440

joebeech-28
Skwentna
1998 Ski-Doo MXZ 670

6441 S. Airpark Place
Anchorage, Alaska 99502-1809
(907) 243-6150
Fax: (907) 243-2143

Scheduled ai cargo and air charter sevice for Alaska, <&

1-800-926-5703




Joe placed second in the 96 Iron Dog in
his rookie run. Joe's home is located
somewhere near Rainy pass. He works
as a heavy equipment operator for
various businesses throughout Alaska.
He has been riding since the mid-80's
and participated in many races during
the early 70's.

timgeiermann-28

Big Lake
1998 Ski-Doo MXZ 670

9 e

It’s black.

It’s yellow.

It stings.

Ouch! That’s what anyone who’s competed
against the Ski-Doo" MX*Z 670 for the last couple
of years has walked away saying. It's a great
cross-country sled that’s led both the industry
and out on the trails. This year, it features a
Rotax” 670 engine with R.A.V.E. and an SC-10
rear suspension. Its front suspension, handle-
bars and new plastic skis are based on the

race-proven, limited edition MX Zx440LC. All
together...it’s one mean machine.

Ski-doo

OMPEAV’

4122 Boat St. Fairbanks

1-800-478-7669

MXZ 670

es in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office and other countries. All rights reserved.

.*.™: Trademarks and ®: Registered Trademarks of Bombardier Inc. and/or a

©1997, Bombardier Inc.

Tim and his partner, Joe, are the "Winningest
Rookie Team” in Iron Dog history, with a 2nd
place finish as rookies in 1996. Tim lives in
rural Big Lake with his wife Susan and children.
Tim has owned an excavating business since
1977. Tim has been riding Ski-Doo
snowmobiles since 1969.

Sponsors: Spenard Builders Supply, SBS
Outdoor Lifestyles, Trapper Creek Pizza, The
Broadway, Professional Marine & Snowmachine,
and Susitna Air

jessebeardsley-29
Arlington, WA
1991 Polaris SKS 500

Jesse and his family have been involved in
snowmobile and auto racing since 1972.
Jesse's family raced with The Dirty Dozen in the
Midnight Sun 800, the Big Lake 500, the
Talkeetna to Anchorage race, the Hatcher Pass
race, and the Junior 200 race. This is his
rookie year in the Iron Dog Gold Rush Classic.
Jesse grew up in Alaska, but is now living in
Washington State. His interests include
hunting, fishing, hiking, camping, four-wheeling

and snowmobiling. He is a construction worker
and auto mechanic. He is currently single 37
and has no children. His faith and love for the
Lord temper his strong drive and competitive
spirit. He lives life on the edge!

garyhammer-29
Burtrum, MN
1996 Polaris 600 XCR

Gary has not run in any races yet but has
enjoyed snowmobiling for the past 25 years. He
has been dreaming of the Iron Dog Race since
the first time he heard of it. The 1998 Iron Dog

Classic is his first competition and he is looking
forward to it. Gary is married to Arlene, has
two children, Andy, 18, and Annette, 17. His
hobbies include fishing, snowmobiling and
traveling. He is employed in road construction
with Central Specialties.

Sponsors: Polar Bear Wear-Chimacum, WA,
Marysville, WA — Golds Gym, Universal Fleet
Services, Keehn Chiropractic, Arlington, WA —
Clark Gutters, Rising Sun Tanning Salon, Myren
Gemmur — High Performance Race Engines,
Arlington Health Foods, Cobra Construction,
Olson Saw Shop & Polaris Dealer, Papa Joes

Pizza, Tacoma, WA — Advanced
Performance, Coeur d'Alene, ID — Carl's
Cycle Sales, Monroe, CN — Uncle Art's
Fixit & Makit Shop, Everett, WA — Macon
Construction, LaConnor, WA — Catch of
the Day Gift Shop, and Anaheim, CA —
ProLong Lubricants. Special thanks to his
mother, Maureen Beardsley, Bothell, WA -
Don & Evelyn Wootten, and Anchorage,
AK — Bill & Marylou, Arlington, WA - Lioyd
& Kathy, Lawrence & Vicki, and Steve &
Mike.




UMMIT

WINDOWS & DOORS INC.
Riders Supporting Riders!

ANCHORAGE
345-7757

892-6261

Snowmobiling
Weekend Races
Cross County Skiing
Trail Rides

Come out to Big Lake for your winter

fun! The Big Lake Community &

Aurora International offer 100+ miles
of groomed winter trails.

Live entertainment at the Klondike Inn
Fri & Sat nights 9 P.M. 'til......

peterdemoskijr-30
Fairbanks
Ski-Doo

Peter has raced in 94 Galena 200 Mile
finished 1st place; 94-97 Fairbanks
Pike’s Nenana; Fairbanks Tanana
Fairbanks 440; 96 Kotzebue 3rd place.
This is his first time entering the Iron
Dog. Peter is originally from Koyukuk,

Alaska, but is currently living in Fairbanks.

His hobbies include snowmobiling,
outdoor activities, baseball, basketball
and running. Family: Euphrasia Dayton,
Justina Demoski, 14, Gareth Demoski,
10 and Quintin Demoski, 5. Employed as
a seasonal worker through Local 302

Operating Engineers.

tomkriska-30
Koyukuk
Undeclared

Tom’s racing experience: 95
Unalakleet-Kiana first place; few
100 milers won, 91 Galena-Nulato-
Galena, Pike’'s-Nenana twice, placed

Bth both times; won the 96 Yukon 800 & 3rd

in 95, and 4th in 97 and other snowmobile
races over the years. Tom’s hobbies include

riding, racing and guiding, being out there doing

something. He has marked 12 years of
sobriety.

Sponsors: Compaeu’s, Inc., City of
Koyukuk, Frontier Flying Service, Hugh
Kriska, Jr. and the families of Tom and
Peter.

earlesmailka-31
Kaltag, Alaska
1997 Polaris 800 XC

Earl has a lot of racing experience in the
local area surrounding Kaltag, 100 Mile
Gal-Nul-Gal, 200 Mile Kal-Unk-Kal, and the
Tanana 440. He does a lot of riding
around Kaltag and to make the visiting
treks to neighbors in other villages. He
hunts for wolves and maintains a trapping
line. He is a hunting guide, like to play
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% 1-800-327-9390

Working for Alaska’s future.
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Good Luck Racers!
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The periect
Formula foxr
comioxrt
and speed.

The all-new 1998 Ski-Doo® Formula* 111 700 sled
houses the new CK3T chassis configuration for
improved agility; 9.5 inches (241.3 mm) of front
suspension vertical travel for great handling;
and a single-pipe Rotax® 699 triple for greater
torque. The new Ski-Doo Formula 111 700 sled
is the perfect prescription for those seeking
pure winter excitement. :

F o Ski-doo

SRR "B I encineekio o ToE wAY YU RIE:

CC Ski-Doo
13140 Iris Way
Eagle River, Alaska 99577/
B694-3200
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ks and ®: Registered Trademarks of Bombardier Inc. :

Spenard Builders Supply
QOutdoor Lifestyles
4507 Lois Drive
Anchorage, Alaska 99517/
2671-927/8
261-9118 FAX

©1997, Bombardier Inc..*

All rights reserve

Compeau’s Spenard Builders Supply - Barrow
4122 Boat Street P. 0. Box 1100
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709 Barrow, Alaska 99723
479-2271 o L 852-4180
474-9537 FAX 852-4181 FAX
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Good Luck to the
1998 Iron Doggers!

“Wasilla is proud to be “Home of the Iron Dog”,
Mayor Sarah H. Palin

290 E. Herning Avenue * Wasilla, Alaska 99654-7091 « 373-9055
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New Direct Jet Cargo Service
Between Anchorage and the North Slope.

Northern Air Cargo makes shipping to and from the North Slope
faster and more convenient than ever before. Our new jet cargo
service quickly moves your freight between Anchorage, Deadhorse
and Barrow overnight Tuesday through Saturday (beginning Nov. 3).
Just deliver your shipment to NAC before 10 p.m. and it will be on
the North Slope, ready for work the next morning. And, because our
727 is specially configured for cargo, we easily handle loads big and
small.To find out more about flying NAC at Night, contact your
nearest Northern Air Cargo agent or call our toll free number.

Departure Arrival
Anchorage 1:30 am Fairbanks 2:15 am
Fairbanks 3:15 am Deadhorse 4:15 am
Deadhorse 5:00 am Barrow 5:45 am
Barrow 6:30 am Anchorage 8:00 am
Call On Experience
NORTHERNWAIR CARGO
Anchorage Fairbanks Toll Free From Lower 48 Toll Free Alaska

243-3331 474-9606 1-800-727-2141

1-800-478-3330

L

baseball, basketball, and fish. He estimates that
he snowmobiles more than 10,000 miles per
year on his four snowmobiles. He is married to
Marion, and has two children Molly and Lloyd.

justinesmailka-31
Kaltag, Alaska
1997 Polaris 600 XC

Justin lives in Kaltag and his hobbies include
sport fishing, hunting, hunting guide, baseball,
and basketball. He lives a subsistance lifestyle
and considers it a hobby. He is married to
Georgiane and-has thee children, Elliott, 10,
Devon, B, and Travis, 3. He has been racing
snowmobiles since 1990 and has a 1st, 2nd,
and 3rd, place finish in the Kaltage Portage
200.

Arctic Circle Air, Hageland Air, Persinger’s
Marine, Interior Fish, and Cabela’s.

rodfrank-32
Wasilla
1997.5 Polaris XC 700

Rod began racing in 1968,
competing for six-packs of
pop. Many accomplishments
and victories in the following
ten year period includes: high point champion in
his class, 71-74 and 80-83 seasons; overall-all
AMMG high point champion during the 72-73
and 73-74 seasons, the Talkeetna to
Anchorage; Jack Helms Cup; Mat-Su Grand Prix;

" and Kenai Scratch Race. In 1980, rod

competed in the Pike's Nenana race, with an
exciting finish in second place, losing by only
seconds, and on only one ski. Rod went on to
race and win the 83 Iron Dog and finished
second in the 84 Iron Dog with the closest finish
margin ever. of only seconds. Rod's enthusiasm
for snowmobiling has continued during recent
years and has drawn him to compete again.
Born in Anchorage and he recently moved to
Lake Lucille with his wife, Kathy, and children,
Justin and Krista. His interests include hunting,
fishing, flying and working on his new home. Rod
has worked for the Alaska Railroad since 1976.

rodneyreese-32
Big Lake
1998 Polaris XC 700

Rod ran in the 97 Iron Dog as a
Recreational Trail rider, enjoying
the experience so much, he has -
decided to compete this year He has raced
various local races since 93 including Hatcher
Pass and Talkeetna to Anchorage. He has lived in
Alaska since 1975 and moved to the Big Lake
area in Oct. 1994. He is employed at Spenard
Builders Supply-Wasilla. He thanks his wife, Toni,
and children, Kyleigh, Arron and Kately, ages 7, 5
and 3, for their loving support. His outdoor
activities include snowmobiling, jet skiing, boating,
all sports, along with hunting and fishing.

Sponsors: Alaska Rubber and Supply, Anchor
Chiropractic Healing Institute, Captain Cook
Travel, Alaska Railroad Corp., John Faeo, and
wife Kathy Frank.

RECREATIONAL TRAIL RIDERS

keithbohnet-50
Scotts, Ml
Undeclared

ronaldcenters-50
Kalamazoo, Ml
Undeclared

Ron is from, and lives in, Kalamazoo, Michigan.
His likes doing stupid stuff (in the word's of the
wives) with his brothers. He's married to Nancy
and has a daughter, Colleen 18, son, Kyle, 9.
Ron is the owner/pilot for Michigan Balloon
Corporation, which offers rides, lessons, sales,
service in/of Hot Air Balloons. The company
also does promotional work for other companies
using Hot Air Balloons.

wiliameenters-50
Portage, Ml
Undeclared

Sponsors: Centennial Mortgage, Michigan
Balloon Corporation - Kalamazoo.

archerbishopiii-51

Anchorage

1997 Arctic Cat ZR 580

Archer lives for speed, skiing, boating, and flying.
He is a Telecommunications Masters student.

raydebenham-51
Anchorage
1998 Arctic Cat ZR 600

Ray has participated in the 95,
96 and 97 Iron Dog races. He
is President of Kiana "
Investment, Inc. & Debenham Investments and is
managing partner of Debenham Family
Partnership, Debenham-Alaska Scholarship and
MODEB Properties. His business focus is real
estate management and construction. Ray
received Alaska’s Small Business Entrepreneur
Award in 96 and also was awarded Alaska’s
Small Business Award in 84. He is on the Board
of Trustees of Alaska Pacific University. Ray
earned his BA degree from Alaska Methodist
University of 72 and participated in the Harvard
Business School OPM Program in 84. Ray has
been married to Rita for 38 glorious years and
has 4 children, Debra, Julie, Michael & Shaun
and one grandchild, Tanner Ray.

guymoss-51
Zephyr Cove, NV
1997 Arctic Cat 580

Guy has no racing experience. He has done sport
riding in the Sierra Nevada around Lake Tahoe,
sometimes at as high an altitude as 10,000 feet,
all above 7,000 feet. Guy lives at Lake Tahoe, NV
(Zephyr Cove). He has worked as a Division Chief
for Tahoe Douglas Fire Protection District for 30
years. His hobbies are flying, boating,
snowmobiling, skiing, and fishing. Guy is married
to Rosey and has three children Gary, 30, Bryan,
27, Stephanie, 26 and 4 grand children, Allison,
4, Grant, 2, Thomas, 2 and Elizabeth, 1. The Iron
Dog Race is his first venture with long distance
snowmobile racing or traveling.

randallmoss-51
Anchorage
1998 Arctic Cat ZR 600

This is Randall’'s fourth Iron Dog,
having participated in the 95,
96 and 97 races. Randall has
lived in Anchorage for 27 years
and owns Randall Moss Insurance Agency. He
enjoys flying and riding motorcycles. He is
married to Sharon and has five children, Kell, 30,
Eric, 28, Blake, 25, Bradley, 22 and Aimee, 19.

bilo*hara-51

Big Lake

1998 Arctic Cat ZR 600

Bill raced everything from 96 to 76 and
the 94 Iron Dog. Bill is married to
Maggie and they live in Big Lake. He is
the Owner of Bill's Cat House.

Sponsors: Bill's Cat House, Ray
Debenham, Randall Moss Insurance and
Debenham Investments.

johnbergelin-52
Fairbanks

1996 Polaris Wide Track
GT 488

John did some “Bush
League” racing in U.P. of
Michigan in the late 60's and ear‘ly 70's.
He used snowmobile to “pioneer” trails
for the cat trail on the North Slope in the
late 70's. John is single, has no children
and has been an Alaska resident for 25
years. He has been a mining engineer/
placer miner for 30 years and currently
lives in Fairbanks.

robertcamilli-52
Eagle River
1997 Polaris XCF 440

Bob has no racing experience but has
been riding since childhood. Bob's wife is
Cindy. They have two daughters,
Heather; 15, and Jennifer; 12. Bob is the
co-owner of Emulsion Products of Alaska.
He enjoys hunting, fishing, snow
machining and most any outdoor activity.

claudesternberg-52
Eagle River
1994 Polaris Indy 500

Claude is married to Peggie and has
three children; Debbie Pitzer of
Anchorage, Cindy Camille of Eagle River
and Stacy Faulkner of Elho, Nevada

jimweymiller-52
Fairbanks
1995 Ski-Doo Skandic 500

Jim has ridden snowmobiles for 20
years, not racing, just riding. Jim is
married to Mary and has two children,
Jerry, 31, and Gina, 30, and two grand
children Jordan, 5, and Ella, 3. His
hobbies along with snowmobiling, are
hunting and fishing, bowling, and curling.
Jim just wants to ride and see the
country!

Sponsors: Emulsion Products of Alaska,
John Bergelin and Jim Weymiller

haroldeharles-53
Nome
1998 Polaris XC 600

Harold has been a
Norton Sound Racing
Association Junior Class
competitor for two seasons. He placed
third in the 85 mile Junior Gannonball
Run last spring and second in the 1996
Junior Cannonball. He has been
recreational riding for 8 years and has a
total of 15,000 miles on three
snowmobiles. Harold has lived in Nome




for 12 of his 16 years. He is a junior at
Nome-Beltz Junior-Senior High Schoal.
His hobbies include snowmobile racing
and riding, four-wheeling in his Dodge
Power Wagon and camping. He will be
riding with his father, Mark Fuerstenau.
His mother’s name is Alice and he has
one brother, Charles, age 10. He is
employed as mechanic’s assistant at
Morgan’'s Snowmobile Sales & Service
and Burger King after school and on
Saturdays. When he's not working he's
riding. He also played wing-back and
cornerback for the Richmond (Michigan)
Blue Devils J.V. Team last fall. Harold
would like to thank Mark and Alice
Fuerstenau (mom and dad), Charles
Fuerstenau (brother), and Grandpa
Charles for all their tremendous support.

markfuerstenau-53
Nome
1998 Polaris XC 600

Mark frequently rides
the trails in the Nome
area and to surrounding
villages. He started
riding motorcycles at age 14, trail riding
throughout Michigan. He has been
excited getting back into riding over 30
years later; he has been a recreational
rider for over 20 years. Mark is a
formerly an ardent motorcycle trail rider.
Mark is originally from southeastern
Michigan and has lived in Alaska for 20
years, Nome for 16. He and his wife,
Alice, have two sons, Harold, 16, and
Charles, 10. Mark is an elementary
school teacher; youth worker and
Community Development Specialist for
the State of Alaska. He enjoys family
activities including camping and
snowmobiling. He plans to write about
his experiences on the trail with his son,
Harold. He is the former editor of the
Nome Nugget Newspaper.

Sponsors: Mr. and Mrs. Charles R.
Fuerstenau, Alice & Mark Fuerstenau,
Morgan's Snowmobile Sales & Service,
Roctin Industries, Comet Industries, Bell
Helmets, Troy Lee Designs, Charles
Fuerstenau and Mrs. Frances
Fuerstenau.

garybaugh-54
Anchorage
1995 Polaris XLT 600

Gary rode in the 97 Iron
Dog Recreational Trail
Ride. He likes to hunt, fish, fly, ski and
bike race. His wife is Barbara and they
have 3 children, Andy, Kathleen and
David.

bruceboyd-54
Wasilla
1998 Arctic Cat ZR 600

Bruce has lived in Alaska
since 1973. Heis a
salmon and halibut commercial
fisherman in waters of Bristol Bay and
off the coasts of Kodiak and Dutch
Harbor. His hobbies include hunting,
hunting and hunting, according to his
wife Marcia. Bruce has been riding
snowmobiles since 1968, logging

thousands of miles, and he participated in the
97 Iron Dog Trail Class.

josephgrohs-54
Chugiak

1998 Arctic Cat Powder
Special 600

Joe has 16 years riding

experience in the Cantwell,

Petersville and Eureka areas of Alaska. Joe has
lived in Alaska since 1981. Joe and his wife,
Julie, have two sons, Erek, 12, and Lee, 8. Joe
and Julie are both veterinarians and own the
Alaska Equine and Small Animal Hospital in
Chugiak, Alaska. The whole family enjoys
snowmobiling and they are presently building a
winter cabin near Petersville. Joe's hobbies
include snowmobiling, hunting and fishing.

Sponsors: Baugh Construction & Engineering
Co., Boyd Consulting and Programming, and
Alaska Equine & Small Animal Hospital

jackbronner-55
Anchorage
1997 Polaris XLT 600

Jack has been an avid cross-
country snowmobile driver since
1968 and has raced during
1971-75 in many events including the Midnight
Sun 600, Big Lake 500, Hatcher Pass 60, Tok
200, Mat-Su 60, Oval Races and more. Jack
was raised on a farm in lowa, has lived in
Anchorage since 1968 with his wife, Beverly,
they have one daughter; Chauna Swain, and one
grandson, Tyler (at age 8 he wants to go to
Nome with grandad). Jack is a retired Air
Traffic Controller and currently operates a small
construction firm building residential housing.
When not working on snowmobiles, Jack enjoys
flying his Super Cub, driving a riverboat to his
cabin, hunting, fishing and spending time with
his family.

larrywitaschek-55
Eagle River
1997 Polaris XLT 600

Larry has raced the 72 Hatcher
Pass snowmobile race, the 76 L
Big Lake snowmobile race, the 74 Mayor's Cup
snowmobile race, and several local x-country
snowmobile races in 72-97. Larry is from
Denver, Colorado, and now resides in Eagle River.
His hobbies include hunting, fishing and golf. He
has three children, Jo, 33, Jody, 31, and Jenny,
25. Larry is a general contractor.

Sponsors: L & B Construction, Jack’s Inc.,
Jack's Construction, and Jack himself.

wiliamfields-55
Hazard, KY
1997 Yamaha VMAXB00 XTC

In 1997 William and a friend, 80

years old, made it from Wasilla

to Rainy Pass area, attempting

the trail to Nome. With poor trail conditions,
they turned around and rode back out to
Deshka Landing. He has ridden on trails in the
Fairbanks area mountains. He keeps his 96 Ski-
Doo SLE snowmobile in Fairbanks. He has been
on several dog-mushing trips in Alaska, in White
Mountain, Denali Park, and Brooks Range. He is
married to Linda, and has 2 daughters, Ashton
Paige, 8, Kirsten Sierra, 4. He is General
Manager/0wner of an Anheuser Busch Beer

Distributorship in South Eastern, KY. He has
been traveling in and to Alaska for 15 years. He
enjoys fishing in Cooper River; Kenai area, Lake
Creek and the llliamna area; William restored a
1941 Howard DGA 15 Airplane and received
his floatplane rating in Alaska. He enjoys 4-
wheeling in the mountains of Eastern Kentucky,
open water kayaking, professional photography,
and old cars, (he has a 1921 Franklin and 1931
Model A Ford). He has 5 freefall skydive jumps!
His next step is to move to Alaska and ride in
other Iron Dog races and classes!

Sponsors: William Fields; Mr. & Mrs. Dick
Mclntyre - Fairbanks; Perry Distributors Inc. and
Don Fields; Rolane Appliance & Marine, and Bill
Roll.

leehilde-56
Eagle River
1998 Polaris XC 600

Lee has been riding snowmobiles recreationally
for 30 years and has raced in Haines during the
92 racing season. Lee lives in Eagle River but
was born in Hibbing, MN. His first snowmobile
was a B8 Ski-Doo Olympic. He owns and enjoys
riding his 10 horses.

barrywharam-56
Wasilla
Polaris XC 600

Barry has not raced he just likes to ride. Barry
is originally from England - Sehelens, now lives in
Wasilla. His hobbies include fishing, hunting and
the outdoors in general. Barry is a maintenance
systems specialist for ARCO.

Sponsors; Lee Hilde and his credit card and
Barry Wharam.

adamsholton-57
Anchorage
Undeclared

Adam’s prior experience has been recreational
riding. Adam was born and raised in Alaska and
resides in Anchorage. Adam is a pilot.

paulsholton-57
Anchorage
Undeclared

Paul has been a recreational

rider since 1995 and his longest

ride to date is 100 miles. Paul

loves skiing and bird hunting, traveling and white
water rafting.

michaelmurphy-57
Anchorage
1997 Yamaha Mountain Max 700

Mike was born and raised in Bethel and resides
in Honolulu, Hawaii. Mike is a pilot.

andrewhodson-58
Nome
1997 Polaris XLT RMK 598

Andrew is originally from Chicago, but lives in
Nome. He is a loan officer at First National Bank
of Anchorage in Nome. He enjoys snowmobiling
and is very excited to be a part of the 1998 Iron
Dog Recreational Trail Ride and is looking
forward to the ride from Nome to Fairbanks.

jimstimpfle-58
Nome
1998 Polaris EFl 500

Jim raced in the 84 and 97 and
rode the 95 Iron Dog. Jim is 49 §
and lives in Nome. He says one
of his hobbies is not sleeping at night during the
winter months. He is a Real Estate Broker and
is married to Bernadette, has six children
Megan, lan, Maddy, Eric, Sean and Josh.

tomboling-59
Anchorage
1997 Polaris 500

Tom finished second in the 95 Iron Dog Trophy
Class. Tom has been an Alaska resident for 14
years. He is Operations Administrator for
Providence Health System in Alaska.

randycomer-59
Anchorage
1997 Polaris 500

Randy has ten years riding experience in Alaska.
Randy has lived in

gregjones-59
Anchorage
1997 Polaris 700 SKS

Greg has never raced but has covered many
miles training racers. He rides 2000/3000
miles a year. Greg has been an Alaskan resident
for 34 years. He is a Vice President of GCI's
Rural Services.

vernmonette-59
Anchorage
1997 Polaris 500

Vern has raced in three Iron Dogs including 1st
place in the Trophy Class. He has had many
adventures in Alaska.

gregpearce-59
Chugiak
1994 Ski-Doo Mach Z 780

Greg has been a recreational rider since
childhood, and raced in Hatcher Pass Mat-Su
500. Hobbies include hunting, fishing, flying,
horse riding and working at GCI.

danapruhs-59
Anchorage
1998 Polaris 700 XC

Dana has one previous Iron Dog and is
looking forward to seeing his hometown
of Fairbanks. He has been an Alaska
resident for 41 years and is President of
Pruhs Corporation. He looks forward to
riding with his good buddies, who are
fearless and not afraid of the mild
temperatures expected on this trip.

Sponsors: Eagle River Polaris LLC,
Interstate Battery, Pruhs Construction,
Pruhs Corporation, Greg Pearce, and
GCl.

jeffallen-60
Anchorage

1997 Polaris XLT RMK
600

Jeff's experience is
recreational riding only out of Anchorage.
Jeff is married to Susan Wilhour-Allen,

Anchorage since
1984 coming from
North Carolina.
Randy feels
fortunate to be
riding with this
group; it is life’s
great experience.

wilsonhughes-
59

Anchorage

1997 Polaris 700

Wilson has raced in
five previous Iron
Dogs, but never a
round trip. He first
ran the race in
1986 with his son,
Paul, who says
dad’s too slow to
ride with now.
Wilson is looking
forward to not
turning right at
Ruby and to seeing
the bright lights of
Nenana and
Fairbanks. Wilson
has lived in
Anchorage for 28
years and is
employed by GCI -
Alaska’s Premier
provider of
Telecommunications
Products and
Services including
Long Distance,
Local Service to half
the state's
customers, Cable
Television to 75% of
the viewers in the
state, and a variety
of other services.
Wilson feels very
fortunate to be
riding on Team
Interstate Battery/
Eagle River Polaris.

Dipper: see POLARIS

Ipe’la:r%os/

away.

"The Star of the North"
BIC LAKE'S "POLARIS"

of

Small Engine Repair
U-HAUL Dealer

P.O. Box 521096
Big Lake, Alaska 99652
Phone: (907) 892-SNOW (7669)
Fax: 892-7669
U-Haul 892-RENT (7368)
Wes Hamrick - Owner

Ursa Minor [[L, lit, Little Bear]] a N constellation surrounded by Draco and containing the N celestial pole and the Little

Polaris or Pole Star or North Star

Polaris or Pole Star or North Star

the bright star closest to the north celestial pole, and the brightest star in the constellation Ursa Minor. Its
position is indicated by the “pointers” in Ursa Major. Polaris is a yellow supergiant about 500 light-years

It currently lies within 1° of the north celestial pole; precession (Earth’s axial wobble) will bring Polaris
closest to the celestial pole (less than 0.5° away) about AD 2100. It is also known as Alpha Ursae Minoris.

Po-la-ris (ps laris) n. [[ModL <ML (stella) polaris , polar (star): sec POLE]] a slightly variable, supergiant, binary star,
the brightest star in the constellation Ursa Minor, with a magnitude of 2.1; North Star; Pole Star: used for navigation, since
it is the closest star to the north celestial pole and remains nearly stationary throughout the night
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-and has a daughter, Lindsay Elizabeth,
10. He is co-owner of Carlile
Enterprises, Inc. and K & W
Transportation. -

bertbailey-60
Big Lake
1998 Polaris RMK 700

byr‘o.ndehaai-ED’
Anchorage
1997 Polaris RMK 700

Byron has been riding in Alaska since
1992 and rode the 94 Tok to Dawson.
He grew up on a farm in South Dakota
and moved to Alaska after getting
married to Linda in 1990. Byron has
one son, Aaron, 1.5. -He is employed at
Pro-Care Auto Center in Anchorage as a
mechanic. He enjoys hunting, fishing and
snowmobiling.

robe;*tgroeneweg-ED
Anchorage '
1998 Polaris 700

Robert started riding in
approximately 64. He rides

~ between 1 to 2 thousand. 3 :
miles per year, mostly By
backcountry. He broke trail for the first
Iditarod Sled Dog Race. He has lived in
Alaska for 39 years. His hobbies are
work, snowmobiling and fishing. He is
married and has 2 children, Greg and

- Geri and is self-employed.

michaellindeen-60
Anchorage
1996 Polaris XLT 600

Michael has been a recreational rider
since 196‘8, but has no racing ;
experience. He has ridden Tok-Dawson,
Rainy Pass and back, this is his the thirrd
year of riding with Bob and crew.
Hobbies include hunting, fishing, traveling,
and diving. He is married to Karen, and
has 2 children, Tanya, 13, and Mason,
10. Michael owns an excavating
company. :

Sponsors: Groeneweg Construction,
Carlile Enterprises, Inc., K&W
Transportation Trucking, Renegade
Equipment, DeHaai Repair, and Bert
Bailey.

- snowmobiling, motorcycling, flying and fishing.

brettdodson-69
Anchorage
Undeclared

Brett was born and raised in Alaska, he
enjoys flying, fishing, hunting,
snowmobiling, rebuilding aircraft. He is
married to Maria and has worked for
ERA Aviation for 14 years.

johnoney-69
Anchorage
Yamaha SX 700

Tony is a recreational rider, entering the
98 Iron Dog is his first cross-country
trip. He was born and raised in Alaska
and he likes to fish, hunt, snowmobile, fly,
ski, and sail. He is single and is a
commercial pilot for ERA Aviation with
10 years of experience.
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tonyoney-69
Anchorage
Undeclared

Tony, Sr. is a long time Alaskan but was born in
Oklahoma. His hobbies include flying, fishing and
hunting. He is married to Rita, and has three
adult children, one of whom will be on the 1998
Iron Dog trail with him. ¢

martytorrance-69
Anchorage ¥
Undeclared

Marty is originally from Portland, OR. He is
married to Tracy, and has a son, Austin, and one
on the way (Brandon-March3rd?????). Marty
works for Tucker Rocky Dist. and enjoys




Wasilla - Nome - Pike’s Landing - Fairbanks
Iron Dog Gold Rush Classic
The World’s Longest Snowmobile Race!
1,971 Miles
Wasilla to Skwentna 89 Nome to White Mountain
Skwentna to Puntilla AL White Mountain to Koyuk
Puntilla to Rohn 75 Koyuk to Unalakleet
Rohn to Nikolai : 74 Unalakleet to Kaltag
Nikolai to McGrath 52 Kaltag to Galena
McGrath to Ophir 63 Galena to Ruby
Ophir to Poorman 99 Ruby to 80 Mile Cabin
Poorman to Ruby 7e 80 Mile Cabin to Tanana
Ruby to Galena oe Tanana to Manley Hot Springs
Galena to Kaltag 98 Manley Hot Springs to Old Minto
Kaltag to Unalakleet g5 Old Minto to Nenana
Unalakleet to Koyuk 28 Nenana to Fairbanks
Koyuk to White Mountain 94
White Mountain to Nome 75
Northbound Mileage 1,108 Southbound Mileage
Total Overall Mileage 1,971

79
94
98
95
98
o2
40
80
69

30
o2

863

The 1998 field is made up of 106 racing and riding participants, breaking an all time record.
Racers and riders come from all areas of Alaska, including the following Alaska communities.

Wasilla Eagle River Fairbanks Galena
Palmer Kenai Seward " Koyukuk
Skwentna Soldotna Grayling Kaltag
Bethel Dillingham Nome Chugiak
Anchorage Willow Kasilof

The are eight participants that do no reside in Alaska. This also breaks a record for out of state

participants. Out of state racers and riders are traveling from six other states listed below.

Kentucky Washington Nevada
Michigan Minnesaota Hawaii

You can follow the race 24 hours per day. Race Results can
be received by using our FAX BACK Service.

If you are in the Anchorage area you can use your desk phone
or your fax phone.

Dial 248-8030

Follow the easy instructions

Select Document Number 7223 (RACE)

A one page race results will be faxed back to you.

The race results page will have all the racers times into and
out of their current checkpoint and how many layover hours
the racing and riding teams have completed. The Iron Dog
Race Headquarters updates the service each time a rac-
ing/riding teams moves on the course.

If you are calling from outside the Anchorage area, you must
use a fax phone or have a telephone extension handset on
your computer fax.

Set your fax to Manual Receive

Dial 1-907-248-8030
Follow the simple instructions
Select document number 7223 (RACE)

Remember if you are using a computer fax, you must have
your computer set to receive NOWV.

The Fax Back service is donated in part by CBG USA.COM
Commercial Buyers Guide & Infotec

The Fax Back service is already on line, so you may want to
experiment now, to understand how simple it is to get Iron
Dog Gold Rush Classic race results.

You may also find additional information and some race re-
sults on our Internet Home Page.

www.alaska.net/~irondog
The Iron Dog Headquarters is open year round at

2932 C Street, Suite B » Anchorage, Alaska 99503
907 563-4414 - 907 562-9331 FAX
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s IMazing
what a DOINK like NBA

can do fOT YOU.

At NBA, we work hard to make banking easy and rewarding for you. With a variety of

products and services, we can do a lot more for you than just provide a checking or savings
account. Our friendly staff is available at 52 branches across the state to assist you. In

Anchorage, call 267-5700 for branch locations.

National
BankYAlaska

Member FDIC
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Manufactured For
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1998 Iron Dog ZMW
Snowmobile Race.
Only the Strong Survive,
but that’s Not Enough to Dominate.
Polaris Premium Lubricants
Provide the Ultimate Lubrication

to do more than Survive.
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ADVERTISING

PUBLISHING

James Cocallas
PRESIDENT & CEO

(907) 561-1901
PO. Bo

MAIL

4438 Airport Way ¢ P.O. Box 61678 * Fairbanks, Alaska 99706
Phone: (907) 479-7113 FAX: (907) 479-6513

Thomas Dillon
Weston Smith
WebTech Alaska

Phone:
1350 Hillcrest Dr. (907) 243-8554
Anchorage, Alaska E-mail:

99503 webtech @pobox.alaska.net

P.O. Box 81464
Fairbanks, Alaska 99708
0714796737
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December, 1997

Dear Snowmobile Enthusiasts,

Message from the President!

Many changes to the Iron Dog Gold Rush Classic have occurred during the past two years. We sincerely believe
these changes resulted in greater appreciation and understanding of this outstanding event “The World's Longest
Snowmobile Race”! By encouraging racers to obtain parts for their snowmobiles along the race trail and changing
the racecourse to include Fairbanks, we witnessed a major increase in the number of participants. The goals of the
Iron Dog were to increase the number of participants in both the professional and recreational classes; increase the
number of finishers in the event; and, increase exposure. In 1997, we accomplished some of those goals and we are

well on our way to accomplishing all of
these goals in 1998.

We have witnessed a record number of
teams participating in the professional and
recreational classes. WWe have a signifi-
cant increase in our event sponsors. \We
have achieved a greater public awareness
of the event, and improved communica-
tions with our sponsors and members.

We wish to thank all sponsors, partici-
pants and volunteers of the 1998 Iron
Dog Gold Rush Classic. Your combined
efforts have established the Iron Dog as a
premier Alaska event.

We, the Board of Directors, genuinly
commend and applaud Harriett Fenerty,
for her heartfelt commitment, and mag-
netic charisma, which helped the Iron Dog
Gold Rush Classic achieve its goals. She
has proven to be a true “Iron Dog Maiden”

Iron Dog Gold Rush Classic

Jim Palin, President

ALASKA - THE ULTIMATE RIDE!

From Sea Level To Mountain Top
In One Afternoon

What You’ll Find In The Alaska’s
Snowmachiners’ Directory

% Events % Lodging % Trail Maps
% Rentals % Articles

Iron Dog Gold Rush Classic
Arctic Man and $no-Go Classic
- ToktoDawson

Snowmachining
Last Frontier

C&C Enterprises
P.O. Box 230426
Anchorage, Alaska 99523-0426

(907) 522-0120




Traction and Control for Safer Snowmabiling and the Choice of Champions, Since 1965

Proud Sponsor

of the
1898
lron LDog
Gold Rush

Classic

Rookie of the Year




St
General Contracting Specializing In
Earth Work, Sewer, Water,

Roads & Building Maintenance.

P. O. Box 520070
Big Lake, Alaska

892-9294

Proud Sponsors of the Winningest Rookie Team

in the 15 year history of the Iron Dog Gold Rush Classic.
BEECH & GEIERMANN

Where rivers and friends meet =~

SUNDOG

SERIGRAPHICS

g e SCREENPRINTING
N B EMBROIDERY
I VINYL LETTERING & DECALS
r \I‘( M\() GRAPHIC DESIGN

HOUSE P.O.Box 4027 Soldotna, Alaska 99669

(907) 262-7690

Exceptional lodging
in the heart of bush Alaska

e | KYU AM 910

T Galena Radio
el
N G 1998 Bronze Sled Sponsor

Box 11 - 11 Farshchi Ave. P.O. Box 165
McGrath, Alaska 99627 ks
(907)524-3198 - Fax 3195 Galena, Alaska 99741
656-1488
KIYU®arctic.net

Golf Tournament

Corporate Sponsors

Anchorage Aces

Carrs Quality Centers

First National Bank of Anchorage
Headlines by Curtis

MACtel, Inc.

Steve “Butch” Novak

Pepsi Cola Bottling Co.

Reno Air

Tanglewood Lakes Golf Course
Yute Air.

Golf Tournament Teams

Allen Bingham

Arctic Recreational Distributors
Bill's Cat House

Davis Block & Concrete
Debenham Investments

Galco Building Products

Groh Eggers, LLC

Joe Mossakowski

Greg & Steve Ondeck

Jim & Faye Palin

Randall Moss Insurance
Jim Reynolds

Jerry Selk

Spenard Builders Supply
Summit Windows & Doors

Summit Windows & Doors were the golf
tournament winners of 5 tickets to Nome
watch the 1998 Iron Dog Gold Rush
Classic racers cross the halfway line,
courtesy of Yute Air

Randy Moss was the winner of the
closest to the pin contest, a trip to
Fairbanks to watch the Iron Dog finish line
in Fairbanks, compliments of Reno Air.
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Raffle Prize Donors

Arctic
_Ret_:reallunal
Distributors, Inc.

Bombardier Motor
Corporation, USA

Compeau’s
CNJ Mechanical

Eagle
Enterprises, Inc.

Fine Line Interiors
Lubrication

Technologies, Inc.

Northern Power
Sports

Polaris Industries
Reno Air

SBS Outdoor
Lifestyles

VIP Distributing, Inc.

Western Power
Sports

Yamaha Motor
Corporation

Yute Air

Good Luck
Iron Dog Racers

Proud sponsor
of the
World’s Longest
Snowmobile Race!

Alaska Printing, Inc.
3685 Arctic Boulevard
Anchorage, Alaska 99503
Phone (907) 563-1989
Fax (907) 561-2728

Taking Pride in our Craft since 1967

I FOR ALL
OUR FAMILY
SURANCE NEEDS

STATE FARM

al

Curtis G. Green, Agent
836 E. 15th Avenue
Anchorage, AK 99501
Office: (907) 272-2812
Home: (907) 376-4654

1997 startline at Lake Lucille

30




laska

SnowmobileX

31

[

This 199798 Arctic Cat
snowmobile race support program
is brought to you by Arctic

Recreational Distributors, Inc.,

(ARDI) based in Anchorage.

rom Dog

Contingency will be awarded in

cash at this prestigious event. ARDI
will pay $5,000 to the first overall
winners and $2,500 for second place
racers on Arctic Cat. Combined with
the $5,000 offered by Arctic Cat,
Inc., a total purse of $12,000 can be
won in 1998.

Alcan 200

Arctic Cat, Inc. is offering $1,000
for first overall on an Arctic Cat.
ARDI will pay $500 for 2nd & $250
for 3rd on an Arctic Cat.

Mmmm

During the 199798 Snowmobile
Season, Arctic Cat will be
supporting the following events:

K400
Date to be announced

SHEEP CREEK STUMP JUMP
Date to be announced

ARCTIC MAN

KITTY CAT RACE
Date & location to be announced

FAIRBANKS RACING
Date to be announced




Awarded to Arctic Cat Racers in 440 and 600 STOCK
classes, by event. Contingency Award Certificates will be
redeemable at all Alaska Arctic Cat Dealers for parts,
accessories or towards a new Arctic Cat Snowmobile.
Racers must submit claims, per back page instructions

440 & 600
First  Second Third Fourth Fifth Total Posted

Klondike 400 §150 $200 $150 S100 $50 $1,500
Nome to Golovan §250 6200 $150 S100 $50 $1,500
Pikes - Nenana §250 $200 $150 S100 $50 91,500
Cannonball $250 6200 $150 S100 $50 91,500
Archie Ferguson Memorial 5250  $200  $150 $100 $50  $1,500
Aretic Circle Cross Country 5250 $200  $150 $100 $50 $1,500

$9,000

Awarded to Arctic Cat Racers in 440 and 600 STOCK
classes, by event. Contingency Award Certificates will be
redeemable at all Alaska Arctic Cat Dealers for parts,
accessories or towards a new Arctic Cat Snowmobile.
Racers must submit claims, per back page instructions.
The Motor Mushers and USSA will POST at a later date

which four events per club, are paydates.
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The Perpetual Cup will be awarded to the winningest
STOCK ZR440 or 600 racer in Alaska during the 199798
season. The individual with the highest dollar amount of
Contingency Award Certificates from ARDI gets it! In the
case of a tie, then the racer with the most 1st’s gets it! In the
case of another tie, an elaborate scoring will be used to pick
the winner! This Cup is passed on from year-to-year with
each season’s winning name and year engraved into the
Cup. An additional award to the Cup winner is a free trip to
the yearly Arctic Cat Performance Race Seminar, held at
Thief River Falls in Autumn 1998. Airfare and Hotel

accomodations will be paid.

Van Support
ARDI will be at selected events during the 1997-98 racing

season to support Arctic Cat Racers.

Contingency will be awarded in cash at this
prestigious event. $1000 to the Overall winning
Arctic Cat driven team, or $500 to the Fastest

Machine recorded on a Arctic Cat, or both! If

440 & 600 an Arctic Cat team wins 1st overall and has
First _ Second  Third Fourth  Fifth  Total Posted the fastest machine record, we’ll pay $1500!
AMMC  §150  $100 $75 $50 $25 $6,400
y First Overall Fastest Machine Total Purse
: $2,000 $500 $2,500
AC Marina Center Arctic Sales Dean’s Arctic Cat Owen Marine Cor ; :
. poration Tolsona Arctic Cat-Tolsona Lake Resort
Besri? ,ll\k/llsls?(as 59559 Kok, Aok 85[)39581 5 ek % BOXAﬂ OE : 99737 1275 Ocean Drive Mile 170 Glenn Highway
; , elta Junction, Alaska
800-478-3413 486-5233 895.4603 Homer, Alaska 99603 HC 01 Box 1960

543-4066 FAX

Anchorage Suzuki/Arctic Cat
3054 Commercial Drive
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
272-2412
272-5864 FAX

Arctic Recreational Distributors, Inc.
3054 Commercial Drive
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
272-5351
272-7428 FAX

486-2006 FAX

Arctic Motor Sports
34440 Frontage Road
Soldotna, Alaska 99669
262-5592
260-3366 FAX

Bill's Cat House
South Big Lake Road
P. 0. Box 521311
Big Lake, Alaska 99652
892-7875
892-8534 FAX

Greatland Arctic Cat

235-5221 Glennallen, Alaska 99588

17520 Northgate Drive #11

Eagle River, Alaska 89577

694-2287

Northern Power Sports

1980 Van Horn Street

Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

452-2762
4510432 FAX

235-5222 FAX

Perkins Suzuki/Arctic Cat
Second & C Street
P.0.Box 813
Nome, Alaska 99762
443-2730
443-2270 FAX

Suzuki/ Arctic Cat Motor Sports
Mile 4.5 Palmer Wasilla Highway
P. 0. Box 876858
Wasilla, Alaska 99687
7450933
745-1561 FAX

Wasilla Arctic Cat & Marine

Wasilla, Alaska 89687

822-5131
822-5145 FAX
800-245-3342

Mile 1.4 Knik Road
P. 0. Box 871672

376-5845
373-1153 FAX
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If you see a photo in the

Daily News that you

would like,

call 257-4429

for reprint prices and

information.

ABIN

Anchorage Daily News

noto by B o2

P

FRIENDLY SERVICE GUARANTEED PARTS

2601 FAIRBANKS STREET PH. (907) 276-2228
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99503 (907) 276-3116
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1984
John Faeo & Rod Frank
Polaris
1985
Scott Davis & Gary Eoff
Yamaha
1986
John Faeo & Dan Zipay
Polaris
1987
John Faeo & Dan Zipay
Polaris
1088
John Faeo & Dan Zipay
Polaris
1989
Scott Davis & Mark Torkelson
Yamaha

1990
Bob Gilman & John Faeo
Yamaha

1991
Bob Gilman & John Faeo
Polaris

1992 ;
Evan Booth & Dan Zipay
Polaris

1993
Scott Davis & Bill Long, Jr.
Arctic Cat

1994 :
Evan Booth & Dan Zipay
Polaris

1995 ;
Dwayne Drake & Todd Palin
Polaris
Course Record Holders

1996
Bob Gilman & John Faeo
Polaris

1997 :
Mark Carr & Scott Davis
Arctic Cat
62:02

1998
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INTRODUCING ULTIMAX 2.
Tests prove new Ultimax 2 runs up to 40%
longer than any other belt tested.

UNTOUCHABLE PERFORMANCE.
More races are won on Dayco belts than any
other. That’s one reason why 8 out of 10
sled drivers use Dayco Belts.

ULTIMATE QUALITY. Ultimax 2
reduces cord pop-out. Wears better. Offers
more consistent outside circumference
dimensions.

ULTIMAX 2. Dayco set the standards

with Ultimax. Now we've raised them.

IR AV SO O

DY. LAY WU,

349




~ TAONA CONSTRCTON

ROHN RIVER CABIN VOLUNTEERS

RURAL CONSTRUCTION

ANCHORAGE 272-3888
MCGRATH 524-3742

- Surveyors Exchange

SATELLITE TELECOMMUNICATIONS

3693 Springer Street
Anchorage, Alaska 99503
561-6501
561-6228 Fax

Steve
Haynes and
Mike Leary,
1997
Safety
Inspectors

Randy's Ramada
35105 Spur Highway
P. 0. Box 1390
Soldotna, Alaska 99669
262-5177
262-9454 FAX

Sea & C Marine, Inc.
Mile 3 Big Lake Road
P.0. Box 521415
Big Lake, Alaska 99652
892-6250

T TR

Anchorage Yamaha
3919 Spenard Road
Anchorage, Alaska 99517
243-8343
243-0079 FAX

Northern Power Sports
1980 Van Horn Street
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
452-2762
4510432 FAX




MACtel offers the broadest
coverage in Alaska and the rest
of the continent, and with
features like voice mail,
paging and call forwarding,
a MACtel phone is a great
riding companion.

MACtel - sponsor
of the Iron Dog.

Try to keep ‘em
on the ground, guys.

==/WACfel
% The Alaskan Company

Cellular e Voice Mail e Paging e Messaging e Prepaid

3900 Denali Street, Anchorage, 563-8000 44260 Sterling Highway, Soldotna, 262-3500 29 College Road, Fairbanks, 452-2355




Friendly
Experienced.

laskan.

Since 1922.

“Good luck racers!”

First National Bank
is proud to support
the 1998 Iron Dog

Gold Rush Classic.

Building on Alaska for

MEMBER FDIC




Photo courtesy of ACVB
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The Anchorage Hilton is proud to sponsor the 1998 Iron Dog

Gold Rush Classic-the world's longest snowmachine race. Across
1,971 miles of Alaska's toughest terrain, over 100 sleds will travel
day and night, from Wasilla to Nome, before arriving in Fairbanks,

dog-tired and taped back together.

] [ Anchorage

S 7 —

500 West 3rd Avenue | The official sponsor of Team Hilton-1995 Iron
Anchorage, AK 99501 | Dog Champions Todd Palin and Dwayne Drake.

The Anchora
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Men it comes to performance, everyone strives to be number
one. That’'s why for maximum driving performance, you should
oraaaL 90 with Gold Star Energy from Tesoro Alaska.

Tesoro fuels are refined in Alaska, by Alaskans to
meet Alaska’s unique driving challenges. So reach for
the top — and drive with Tesoro’s Gold Star Energy.
You're always in first place when you go with the Gold.

N wanl VeSS .,
G Gl Gl [ & Gl
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