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DON'T GET CAUGHT WITH
YOUR MEEDLE DOWN.

Wwww.compeaus.com

Clo

4122 Boat Street
Fairbanks, AK 99709

(907) 479-2271
(800) 478-7669

Snowmobiles with engine sizes greater than 90cc are recommended for use only by those aged 16 and older. Bombardier Recreational Products Inc (BRP] highly recommends that all snowmobile riders take a training course. For
safety and training information, see your dealer or call the ATV Safetylnstitute at 1-800-887-2887. Snowmobiles can be hazardous to operate. For your safety, always wear a helmet, eye protection, and other protective
clothing. Always remember that: riding and alcohol / drugs don't mix. Never ride on paved surfaces or public roads. Never carry passengers. Never engage in stunt driving. Avoid excessive speeds and be particularly careful on

difficutt terrain. Ride responsibly.

' 13140 Iris Way
“" Eagle River, AK
. 4 694-9150

800-6949150

Leaner, Meaner, Cleaner. Rotax 2-TEC Engines

If you want a cleaner, more fuel efficient engine without the weight

penalty of a four-stroke, you want a Rotax 2-TEC SDI. These powerplants
meet all EPA emissions standards. And the 800 H.0. SDI offers fuel econamy
equal to or better than the best four-strokes. To ride your snowmabile

| farther without having to refuel, choose a sled with a Ratax SDI engine.

It's simply the most fuel-efficient, high-performance snowmobile engine

I technology available.

¥

491 S Willow St.
Wasilla, AK

www.TeamCC.com

4 .
: Bombardier
Recreational Products
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Deputy Mayor Ron Cox

@ safe and successful 2007 Trow Dog Race!

290 E. Herning Avenue
Wasilla, AK 99654-7091
(907) 373-9055 * fax 373-9096

www.cityofwasilla.com
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Greg Koskela

Steve Menard

COUNCIL MEMBERS

Douglas W. Holler

Marty Metiva Mark A. Ewing
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Youth coloring contest!

Open to all kids ages 9 and younger
Show us how colorful you can be and enter to win great prizes! a = Foh P .
There will be a prize for the best boys' and girls' entry, and winners will { N TS P ’ _ VALDEZ

be announced in the March issue of Alaska SnowRider. g ;-,f;' ' : SNOWMACHINE
W ~ CLUE EVENTS

Valdez Snhowmachine Club
www.valdezsnow.com

January 13, 2007

Sho X

Valdez Sno X Track

March 3, 2007

Mayor's Cup

Valdez Sno X Track

March 17,2007

Sho X

Valdez Sno X Track

March 31, 2007

Sno X

Valdez Sno X Track

., e, April 20-21, 2007
LICICRNESTED S = \l\’naolﬂre\:a'n Man
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Mail your entry to Alaska Adventure Media
/o Tesoro Iron Dog coloring contest .
6921 Brayton Drive, Suite 207
Anchorage, Alaska 99507

o L
p. s &)
L "- iy

Please include your name, age and telephone number Tonsina Motor Sports, Al the other fine companies and residents of Valdez.
Entries must be received by Feb. 23, 2007
Good luck! www.valdezsnow.com
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Thank you for making the 2007 Tesoro Iron Dog possible!

Presenting Sponsor
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Bronze Sled Sponsors

AMMC Anchorage Daily News Global Fuel Warning Lights of Alaska Wasilla Chamber of Commerce Weldin
Construction City of Nome Public Works KIYU Radio — Galena KNOM Radio — Nome Alaska Line Builders

Trail Groomers

Alaska Warehouse Specialists Aurora Productions Anchorage Suzuki Arctic Cat Howard Theis / Arctic Man Boy & Girls Club
Christopher J. Michaelson CPA PC  NGK Sparkplugs Saf-Jac Trapper Creek Inn Weld Air Sundog Serigraphics Royal Printing
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NEWMANS Entertainment ‘ Official Truck of

Official Snowmobile Trailer Official DJ Web Site Designer the Tesoro Iron Dog
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2006 volunteers make the “World’s Longest, Toughest Snowmobile

Alan Titus

All Nickoli Jr.
Amanda Goods
Amos Cruise
Andy George & Family
Andy Lindahl
Ann Kristin Kro
Annette Hubbard
Aurora Inn
Barbara Harris
Barry Munsell
Ben Magnuson
Ben Sockpealuk
Bering Sea Lions Club
Betty Faeo

Bill Fischer

Bill Hoena

Bill Richardson
Bobby Esai Jr
Bobby Jahoula
Bonnie Childs
Booba Katchatag
Borghild Hogstad
Brianne Scheu
Brandon Jones
Brent Beckwith
Brent Williams
Brett Carr

Bruce Friend
Butch Novak
Calvin Gooden
Candy Hilbrecht
Carl Michaels
Casey Graham
CF Baird

Charles Swanson
Charles Vanborg
Chris Graber
Chris Michaelson
Chris Nassuk
City of Fairbanks
City of Galena
City of Golovin
City of Kaltag

City of Kaltag Search & Rescue

City of Koyuk
City of McGrath
City of Nenana
City of Nikolai
City of Nome

City of Nome Public Works Garage

City of Nome Vol Fire Dept
City of Rampart

City of Ruby

City of Shaktoolik

City of Shaktoolik Search & Rescue

City of Tanana

City of Tanana Search & Rescue

City of Unalakleet
City of Unalakleet VPSO
City of Wasilla

City of Wasilla Police Department

City of White Mountain

City of White Mountain City Hall/VPSO

Clara E. Douglas
Clara J. Douglas
Click Bishop

IRON DOG

Race Event” possible. Thank you

Cliff Johnson
Clifton Cadzow
Clinton White
Cole Sullivan
Colton Perrins
Cynthia Erickson
Dada Dagmar
Dale Arkell

Dale Erickson
Damian Dennis
Dan Bembenek
Dan Nassuk Jr.
Darin Douglas
Darrel Greenway
Daryl Petruska
Dave Stoddard
David Ivanhoff
David Renkoski
Davis Lincoln
Dennis Falldorf
Dennis Fenerty
Dennis Martin
Dennis Martin & Family
Dick Heiny

Dick Newton
Dirk Moeller
Donny Vanborg
Doug Dixon
Doug Ogden
Douglas Family
Duane Norback
Earl Esmailka
Edgar Madros
Edgar Soloman
Eric Johnson

Eric Macchione
Espen & Sabie Jervsjo
Evelyn Borba
Faby Membrila
Frank Kavairlook
Fred Sagoonick
Gary Douglas
Goomy Anderson
Haleigh McNeamey
Harriett Fenerty
Howard Thies
Hunter Vanborg
Ida Lincoln
Irving Ashenfelter
Issa Otten

Ivan Kangas
Jackie Johnson
Jackie Robertson
Jake Collins
James Newell
Jana Martin
Jasson Currier
Jeff Evans

Jeff Johnson

Jeff Otten

Jeff Whitstine
Jennifer Munro
Jerry Miller & Family

Jill Ewart

Jill Neff

Jim Nikolai

Jim Teremi

Jim West

Jody Payton

Joe Kimball

Joel Collins

Joel Lynch

Joey Hartley

John Caverly

John Ennenga

John Faeo

John Helmer

John Theis

John Woodbury
Johnny Anasogak
Johnny Martin
Joseph Etageak
Joseph Simon
Joshua Downs

Josie Stiles

Judy Vanderpool
Julie Andrews

Justin Esmailka
Karen Darby

Katie Childs

Keith Pihlaja

Kelsey Lindahl

Ken Colton & Family
Ken Lee

Kenny Kleewein & Family
Kim Platt

Korey Cronquist
Koyuk Native Corporation
Kris Richardson
Kristen Moseby
Kristen Phanmanivong
Laben lyatunguk
Lahka Peacock
Lebjorg Schroder
Leo & Gloria Bedard
Leroy Madros

Linda Wilhelmi

Lisa Sindorf

Liz Staiger

Marc McKenna
Marie E. Sylyuasen
Mario LuJan

Mark Carr

Mark Ivy

Mark Fohamessen
Mark Skogen

Martin James

Matt & Jeri Ann Tompter
Michael Fuller

Mick Benson

Mike Debenham
Mike Laskey

Mike Melbostad
Mike Williams
Morgan's Sales and Service
Myron Savetilik
Nathan Baron
Nawe Johnson
Nome Fire Department
Oysten Horsberg

Paige McHoes

Pat Fleming

Paul Kirzan

Paul Sindorf & Family
Payton McHoes
Pete Armstrong
Pete Haggland
Peter Tony

Randy Arndt
Randy Bedard
Randy Moss

Ray Debenham
Raymond Douglas Jr.
Raymond Douglas Sr.
Rich Lindgren
Richard Strict Sr.
Richard Strick Jr.
Rob Kinnear
Robert Strict

Ron Swapp

Sabie Jersjo

Sam Ashwell
Scott Norman
Shane Barber
Shane Perrins
Shane Smithisler
Sharon Heiny
Shaun Debenham
Sheri Newell
Steve Childs
Steve Foster
Steve Graham
Steve Karcz

Steve Landon
Steve Matilla
Steve Mattila
Steve Perrins
Steve Wilhelm
Stosh Labinski
Ted Esai

Ted Johnson

Tim Jahoula

Tim Mosely

Tim Murray

Tim Walsh

Tina Deptula
Todd Minnick
Tom Kriska & Family
Tony Lee

Tony Miller
Tracey Brassard
Trisha Bills

Trond Olaw Horestad
Troy Sherrer

Vern Barry

Vicki Clark
Warbelow's Air Ventures, Inc.
Wendy Caverly
Wes Hamrick
Wes Perkins
Weston Smith
William Dozet
Winchell Ticknor
Wright Air Service
Zoe Brinker

< TESORO @ 49



DOUGLAS continued from page 48

from opening his home to strangers.

“Me and dad were real popular volun-
teering on Iron Dog and Iditarod,” said J.R.
“When they layover, the school is open to
them, but they would stay over here
instead. One time we had 12 racers in our
house”J.R.,27,is one of eight surviving chil-
dren. With most of them coming and going
during the races, the Douglas home was
surely packed to the brim.

“It was quite nice to have [the racers] at
the house, they would be thanking for the
hospitality and great food,” said Raymond.

Raymond is described by racers as a
quiet man who intently listened to their rac-
ing stories, but to his family he had a great
sense of humor, was very talkative and
enjoyed spinning tales of his youth: going to
boarding school in White Mountain and

walking over the hills to the river to go fish-
ing. Raymond had a love for the outdoors
and living off the land.

“He taught me a lot of tradition, fishing
hunting, skinning and putting away Eskimo
food,” said J.R.

Born Aug. 1, 1934 on the Tractor Trail
between Bear Creek Mining and Haycock,
Raymond managed to fill his years eventful-
ly. He finished school in the eighth grade,
became a father at 17, served two years in
the National Coast Guard, the Koyuk IRA,
and the Koyuk Native Corp.,and con-
tributed many years to the mayor and coun-
cil members to the city of Koyuk. Raymond
also worked as postmaster; village health
aide, firefighter crew boss and in the 1970s
was a spectator in the Alaska Pipeline.

On Dec. 1,2006 from a tumor on the
stem of his brain, Raymond passed away in
the Alaska Native Medical Center in

Anchorage with his family and loved ones
by his side. During his stay in the hospital,
he openly said to his family,“I love you”

“I hope that we don’t miss these oppor-
tunities to recognize people along the trail
that have given their time and effort,” said
Davis. “I am saddened that I never let him
know how much I appreciated people like

Raymond is survived by his wife, Clara;
sons and daughters-in-law, Darin and
Margaret, James, Brian, Gary,J.R. and Nora;
daughters and son-inlaw, Patricia and Terry,
CJ.,and Michelle; brothers and sisters-in-
law,A. Einar and Dora Douglas, Dan and
Anna Douglas, Langford and Vera Adams,
Richard and Ellen Adams; sisters and broth-
ersin-law, Matilda and Ron Davena, Elvina
and Tom Naranjo, Delores Napayonak; 15
grandchildren; and many nieces, nephews,
cousins and friends.

STRICK continued from page 48

shared were the most wonderful years of
my life. I will forever be grateful for those
times. He was the absolute best partner for
me and he will remain ‘The Love of My
Life’ forever: Besides me, our daughters,
Veronica, Tamara and Richelle, he also

leaves his parents, Sharon Gurtler Strick
and Richard Strick, Sr., his sister Sharon
Diane and brothers, Frederick and Steffen,
as well as nieces and nephews, our grand-
children and many, many friends through-
out Alaska and beyond.

Richard is greatly missed, but will live
on in the hearts of all who knew and

loved him - forever!”

Richard will live in the hearts of Iron
Dog fans that will never forget this
extraordinary and special man, so passion-
ate in his generosity and singular in his
pursuit of this wondrous place we live
and enjoy. Richard, we trust you found
your Beyondo.

Meeting Alaska’s fuel, lubricant and packaged petroleum product needs.

race in the world.

© Crowley Maritime Corporation, 2006

Crowley is proud to be a continuing sponsor of the Tesoro
IronDog Snowmobile Race, the longest and toughest snowmobile

7941 Sandlewood Place ¢ Anchorage, Alaska 99507 ¢

Nl
CROWLEY s a regi of Crowley Maritime C i @

Throughout Alaska, Crowley delivers vital bulk and packaged petroleum
products to households, businesses, airports and government entities.
By providing gasoline, diesel, heating fuel, jet fuel, AvGas, propane
and lubricants (Chevron, Citgo, RecoChem, and Klotz Synthetic
Lubricants) throughout the year, Crowley ensures that commerce and
Alaskan life don’t stop when the winter months approach. We ship
these products — along with freight — by barge to coastal and river
villages and by truck to Alaska’s interior proving that no area is too
remote for servicing. Crowley also has 15 gas stations throughout the
state so you can refuel and continue on your way.

To learn more about Crowley’s complete product and service lines in
Alaska, give us a call at (800) 478-5509 or visit www.crowley.com.

(907) 777-5505

CROWLEY

People Who Know ™
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VISIT OUR ONLINE STORE.
Over 1000 items are now
available for purchase online.

ca (907) 279-6113
Toll-Free (Alaska onty) (800) 478-3444

Email sales@akmining.com or visit our wehsite

WWW.AKMINING.COM

3222 GCommercial Drive Anchorage, AK 99501

KYLE ARMBRUST
AMDS TEAM RIDER

OUTERWEAR & APPAREL

skidoo (@

NOW CARRYING ~¢2 152

RACING SHOX FLORT

2007 TESORO
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\E F{E_NTAL &
OUTEIGTING

435 S. KNIK, WASILLA
P.0. BOX 2786 - PALMER, AK ;
PHONE 907-775-18 c g8
WWW.ALASKATOYRENTAL.COM

: PWTTHOULE
UDaER wses”
EUN/R
VANTENNCE
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S

"TOYS FOR ALL SEASONS"
FARM, LAWN & GARDEN UTILITY,
HUNTING RECREATION, SNOW
MACHINES, ATVs, WATERCRAFT &
MOTORHOMES. RENT BY THE
HOUR, PAY, WEEK OR MONTH".

MOTORHOMES... ¢Z00/7AY (3 PAY MIN}
4-WHEELERS... 190/DAY... 430/HR
SNOWMOBILES... “175/VAY... ¢35/HR (3 HR MIN)
JETSKL... 300/DAY... *40/HR (3HR MIN)

LONG TERM RATES AVAILABLE

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
*VALID CREVIT CARD REQUIRED FOR ALL RENTALS

1-888-649-1880

LATEST TOYS

o@i@@ﬁ@m

QO? 775 1880

E_ﬂ WWW.ALASKATOYRENTAL.COM

Q

You
Think
Snow

Machines
Are Fast?

MTA will get you from
Wasilla to Nome (or any-
where else in the world)
in seconds no matter
what the weather’s like.

Sponsor of the

Local

u
B Long Distance
B Wireless

|

Business
Solutions

Internet
B Directory
m DTV

&k

Eagle River 694-3211
Palmer 745-3211
Wasilla 373-2355

www.mtasolutions.com

TESORO

Laura Bedard
Executive Director

Dennis Falldorf
Race Director

Year Round Headquarters
7100 Old Seward Highway, Unit C
Anchorage, Alaska 99518
Ph: (907) 563-4414
Fax: (907) 563-4080
Email: irondog@ptialaska.net

Race Week

Nome Headquarters
City of Nome
Public Works Garage
(907) 443-6341

Fairbanks Headquarters
Pike's Waterfront Lodge
(907) 456-5200

www.lronDog.org

2007 Tesoro Iron Dog
official guide produced by

Alaska Adventure Media
6921 Brayton Drive, Suite 207
Anchorage, Alaska 99507
www.alaskaadventuremedia.com
john@alaskaadventuremedia.com
pete@alaskaadventuremedia.com
(907) 677-2900
Fax: (907) 677-2901

Project managers:
Teeka Ballas and
Hannah Guillaume

On the cover:

2006 Tesoro Iron Dog winners
Dwayne Drake and Andy George
celebrate their victory after cross-

ing the Fairbanks finish line.

Cover photo by Robert Baker
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Raymond Douglas Sr.

A gold-winning heart in Arctic racing

By TEEKA BALLAS

oyuk, a town of only 5 square miles

and 300 inhabitants, does not offer a
lot of places for visitors to stay. Racers of
both the Tesoro Iron Dog and the Iditarod
know all too well that their options are lim-
ited there.

Since the inception of the Iditarod in
1973 however, one man has consistently
offered his home, a warm place to find shel-
ter from the cold and a good meal, to racers
of both events en route to Nome or return-
ing to Fairbanks.

“When we’d make it to Koyuk on the
way home and the weather would be bad,
everybody’s reluctant to go out on the
Sound,” said Iron Dog racer Scott Davis.
“Consequently he got a lot of us there”

Raymond Douglas Sr. volunteered to be
checkpoint checker for 34 years to the
Iditarod and for the Iron Dog (formerly the
Gold Rush Classic). When racers would
stop in Koyuk, his wife Clara would serve
up sandwiches and soup, Raymond would

check them in, make
sure they had every-
thing they needed, give
them gas and oil and
put them up for the
night if they were so
inclined.

“I remember there
was one year, it seemed
his house was a revolving door.

Guys were coming and going there,” said
Davis.“About the time somebody was get-
ting up from a bed, someone was getting
into it”

“He was just always willing to give what
he had.And a lot of what he gave was his
time at all hours of the night. He was just a
real great human being,” said Davis.
“Throughout the years we watched the
kids grow up.We’d sit and have coffee in
the morning before we went out. He'd offer
to cook something... he and his wife. A
very generous individual”

Raymond is considered a rare breed by
racing standards in the Arctic arena. Every

year for 34 years he consistently volun-
teered. He checked racers in at any hour
day or night. Every time race coordinators
would get an update from Koyuk, it was
Raymond.

“I've been involved in promoting and
racing the Iron Dog since the beginning,
and it’s really hard to find people you can
count on,” said Davis.“It’s just really hard to
find those few people that you can call and
when they say they’re going to do some
they actually do it... [Raymond] was just a
one-of-a-kind guy and very rare. A real rari-

“He used to stay up most of the time
when the first teams are reaching
Unalakleet,” said Raymond’s youngest son
JR..“He’d start staying up from there until
the very last team passes through going to
Nome.When the first team was on its way
back to Fairbanks, it was my job to wake
him up”

Praised as abundantly generous and
good-hearted, Raymond got a sense of joy

continued on next page

Richard Charles ‘Rich’ Strick Jr.

eyondo’ is a place in the woods
where no one can find us, it is a place
where we are at peace with each other.
Beyondo is where we go when life is at its
toughest, the safest
place in the world, the
woods!” — Richard
Strick, Jr., blog posting,
February 3, 2006.
Richard died in an
avalanche just 11 days
after writing his defini-
tion of Beyondo. Rich
was a man who loved
his family, his culture, and all things Alaska:
fishing, hunting, boating, snowmobiling
and camping.
Rich caught the “Iron Dog Fever” when

he partnered with Alan “Goomy” Anderson,
II and ran the 1997 Iron Dog race. In his
rookie year he finished the grueling race
and learned for himself that it isn’t as easy
as it looks. It turned out, easy wasn’t what
he was looking for after all: when he fin-
ished the 2,000 mile Iron Dog race, he
immediately turned his skis north and
headed back the way he had just come, a
ride home through “His Woods” pursuing
his joy and happiness.

Rich was generous with his time and
knowledge; he volunteered countless
hours to Iron Dog for many years, break-
ing trail north and south of McGrath and
manning the Rohn Checkpoint. Breaking
trail north meant traveling to Poorman
more than 300 miles round-trip. Someone
had to scout out the terrain to do a pre-

April 20,1959 - February 14, 2006

flight, drop fuel and create a plan... who
was going, how were they going and
when were they going? At least a week
before the race, Rich and a team of volun-
teers would begin their trek and bush-
whack their way to Poorman, two days,
maybe four, of hard work, return to
McGrath and pack for another week or 10
days in Rohn, go through the checklist
again, who, what, when and how. Rich’s
wholehearted enthusiastic Iron Dog sup-
port, always turned into a two-week
ordeal, but Rich did it with eagerness, a
huge smile, and a private knowledge that
his hard work wouldn’t go unnoticed by
his fellow racers; he had been there too.
Judy Vanderpool, Rich’s long time life
partner says...”The twenty years that we
continued on next page
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GET (A

=1 FREE
S-YEAR

o : BUMPER-TO-BUMPER
Debarr Rd. WARRANTY

- gdakof AN D
8, ircle PAYMENTS AS LOW AS

One Block East of Bragaw off Debarr $ 5 9 /MO.

1340 Rudakof Cir. ® oN POLARIS SNOWMOBILES*
Anchorage AK (Offer Subject to Change)

— ALASKA

400,
THERE'S NOTHING LIKE IT.

SPLITTING THE DEFENSE

SkT-

The Alaskan Way To Go!

_€> POLARIS Together we bring you
Call Toll-Free
1-800-770-2744 SERASON the best prices

337.2744.349.4512 T )—icde and service in Alaska!

Ffee 3-year warranty consisis of 12 months $1a0arG manufacturer’s warranty plus 24 months POLARISTAR Protection Pius® extenced service contract. POLARISTAR centract is subject to $50 deguctidie. no mileage kmitation. See ealer for
detaits Finance offer is valic subject 1o credit 3wml on the Potaris StarCard® on qualified consumer purchasas finances during the promotion period. Reduced Rate 12.9% APR and the foilowing payments are effective if your Account is kept current,
$59 for purchases financed up o $5.000 or financed purchases of $5,001 10 $8,000. For Accounts no kept cutrent, the promotion will be canceied, 3nd the dé’avit Rate 21.9% APR and siandard monthly payments will apply, Paying only the
amount advértised will not ly on Uu rcmo during the pmmouoml perlod. Minimum Firance Charge: $1. Certain rufes appy 10 the atiocation of payments and Finance Charge on your promotionai purchase if you make mere than one
putchase on your Poians Star +367-4310 07 revigw your c;:chomr Agreenment for informatl M Polatis recommends that all snowmobiie riders 1ake 2 training course. DO not altempl Mancuvers beyond your capabifity. Idwm wedl 3
helmet and other salely apparel. h«u ur Nk nm rige. ©2006 POLARS SALES INC.

nimble and can virtually dance through the woods. While the HPG clicker shocks and SC-4™ rear suspension let you sprint through
forbidding mogul fields. Powered by the most fuel-efficient engines in class, the Blizzard is loaded with race-inspired features. Like

Take on everything Mother Nature can throw your way on the new Ski-Doo® MX Z® Blizzard. Built on the responsive REV platform, it’s light,

riser blocks and a new Rip Saw™ track. For the rest of the stats, see your Ski-Doo dealer. Or visit ski-doo.com.

Apex ER

7. § r t'ri'-!ﬂ" el

i
]
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rison and Fuel Consumption

¥ 2 ¥y
,'i' ¥

Polaris'  Arctic Cat* Yamaha*
FST F8 EFI

Ski-Doo

MX Z 800

fuel consumption numb’m from OEM.

Ll

\ | COFFEE

AVAILABLE AT: Carrs
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ESORO IRON DOG

February 1 1 ‘]7: 200 - Laura Bedard
Big Lake « Nome ° Fairbanks — 1, ] Executive Director
11 a.m. start Dennis Falldorf
Trail Class starts at 9 a.m. on February 9 Race Director

IRON DOG BOARD OF DIRECTORS Year Round Headquarters
7100 Old Seward Highway, Unit C

Marianne Beckham, President  Tim Jahoula, Director

Eric Johnson, Vice President Butch Novak, Director Anchorage, Alaska 99518
Jeff Johnson, Secretary Liz Staiger, Director i 007) 363 41 4

Mike Laskey, Treasure Jim Wilke, Director Fax: (907) 563-4080

Trent Carbaugh, Director Josie Stiles, Director Email: irondog@ptialaska.net

Race Week

Nome Headquarters
City of Nome

Public Works Garage
(907) 443-6341

Fairbanks Headquarters
Pike's Waterfront Lodge
(907) 456-5200

www.lronDog.org
(24-hour race updates)

Listen Live!

KMBQ - 99.7 Valley Radio

KBYR 700 Smart Talk Radio

KNOM — Nome

Community Radio of Alaska members:
KIYU Galena and KSKO McGrath

i %"3 i

For live updates from start to finish, tune {

SR - "Nfter 50-plus hours and a grueling 2,000-mile Iron Dog race, the oaly thing I changed was my goggles
week. Get up-to-the-minute reports and o o p u 'u‘ u &y : "o -0 My £ y ’ ) y : !
live coverage from Community Radio of
Alaska member stations KIYU Galena and
KSKO McGrath. KIYU also contributes
updates to Alaska-wide APRN public
radio. Award-winning KNOM Radio,

—Korey Croaquist, long time Ski—Doo rider and racer,

MXZ-X-RS. Nobody is as passionate and serious about Ski-Doo racing than
Korey Cronquist. Ski-Doo & racing has been in his blood since the day he

broadcasting to Nome and vicinity, pro- could crawl. That's why Korsy puts his trust to cross the state of Alaska on

vides live race coverage and racer inter- a Ski-Doo MXZ-Z RS. From its industry-leading, race-proven SC-4 suspension

views throughout the race. You can also ? to its rider forward Rev platform that corners and handies fike it's on

listen in on your computer at rails, it let’s you rule the trail in unparalleled comfort.

www.KMBQ.com. {
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www.TeamCC.com

2007 TESORO IRON DOG < TESORO @ 45



Training Program

GO TO YOUR LOCAL SNOWMOBILE dealer, smile and give the first guy
you see $2,000. This will get you used to spending money there on a regular
basis.

FILL A 50-GALLON BARREL with sand. Lower it into a hole. Now, lift it
out. If you can, add water to the sand and try again. Do this five times a day.
This will get your back in shape for picking up the rear end of an Iron Dog sled.

TIE A ROPE to a heavy spring. Pull the rope repeatedly with each arm until
the pain in your shoulders meets somewhere in the middle of your back. This
will get you in shape for starting YOUr partner’s sled; it’s best to do this exercise
while someone is spraying starting fluid into your nose and eyes.

DRINK FOUR OUNCES of cod liver oil mixed with a strong laxative. Dress
in long underwear, fleece liner, your shell and bunny boots. Walk far into the
woods without any paper products and wait for a personal emergency-

GO TO YOUR LOCAL HARDWARE store and buy a package of sandpaper.
Duct tape a sheet to your snowmobile seat. In the dark of the night and with no

de. Do this four times a week. This will prepare your

pants, go on @ five-mile i
d you would be a good

backside for the 2,000-mile trip that your partner promise

time.

PLACE YOUR HANDS IN A BUCKET of ice water for 20 minutes. Put the
carburetor from your sled in the bottom of your deep-freeze. Now climb in the
deep-freeze and overhaul the carb while holding a Mag light in your mouth. This
gets you prepared to work on your sled in the freezing cold and black of night.
NOTE: Advanced riders do this with a Leatherman tool.

DRESS UP IN YOUR NEW $350 snowmobile bibs. Pour two-stroke oil down
the right leg, gasoline down the other. Fill your bunny boots with ice cubes. Tie a
rag over YOur face and run around in circles for 10 minutes every four hours.
This will prepare you for the remote checkpoints in the Bush.

FIND A PLACE WHERE YOU CAN PAY $5 a gallon for regular gas, $20
per quart of oil and S19 for a hamburger, frozen French fries and a Coke. Pay
another $60 to sleep in @ cold cabin on a bed with spring sticking through the
mattress. Stay for four nights minimum. This will prepare you for the restful
nights you can look forward to when you declare a layover.

PRACTICE EXPLAINING TO YOUR BANKER why you need another loan
for a $40,000 truck to pull the two $10,000 Iron Dog sleds in your $9,000 trailer

that you still owe $4,000 on. Source: Tesoro Iron Dog

s S
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February 9

: E:;rae:tciorl'\al Class departure, Islander Lodge, Big Lake
alcutta & Drawing Recepti :
lic), Best Western Lak i B
§ e Lucille Inn. The start i
_ ; order is t
S::ld.ed on the luck of the draw. Place a bet on youro e
& orite race team! Food, fun and ferocious competitive-
ss . . .see who will go out in first posi-

February 10
|: Te§oro Iron Dog Safety Inspection and
De:\t/:aé,)::l:mlla Sp:rts Complex Festival, 1001 South Mack
5 oor and snowmobile safet i
_ y and educational
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February 11
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; p is at 10 a.m. Vendor booths
. an
Iron Dog merchandise for sale. NAPA Auto Parts Minid‘IZO
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32/|Taway. Live. radio coverage with KMBQ, Voice of the
i ey, QJ music and entertainment. Green Flag drops at
a.m. in two-minute intervals. -

February 14

¢ Nome Half-Way Banquet. Free food, Tesoro Iron Do
magazines available for autographs 9
Tesoro Iron Dog apparel available fc,)r
sale. Slideshow presentation, tales from
t_he trail and halfway and checkpoint con-
tingency prizes awarded at banquet.

February 17
5 e
LaF:lzcii;‘m};safl,enoorl:fbp.m. at Pike's Waterfront Lodge and
; rs will be released from Tanana i

. . ain order t

:)vrvlggi:Itlhrace;s across the finish line within approximat:ly
ree hours of each other. Finishi
festival (racers, famil hoante o
. 3 y and sponsors). Reservation

required. Cocktails from 6-7 p.m., banquet to follsow

February 24

¢ Awards banquet cerem
W ony, to be announced. Ch
official Iron Dog website for more details. g
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ns‘regional sales manager Bruce Friend
ves some last-second advice to a Tesoro Iron
- Dog team before the start of the 2006 event.

Championship racers

2006 (Dwayne Drake, Andy George), Arctic Cats.

2005 (Mark McKenna, Nick Olstad), Arctic Cats, 54:26.

2004 (Mark Carr, Dusty VanMeter), SkiDoos, 39:03.
2003 NO RACE.

2002 (Todd Palin, Dusty Van Meter), Aretic Cats, 38:41.

2001 (Tracey Brassard, Ken Lee), Polaris, 38:44.

By HANNAH GUILLAUME

n the world’s longest, toughest snow-

machine race, just getting to the finish
line can feel like enough for some rac-
ers.

But for a small number of competi-
tors, simply getting it done isn’t nearly
satisfying enough. Doing it quickly is the
real challenge.

When the course was at its shortest,
from 1984 until 1992, John Faeo and
Rod Frank finished the 1,049-mile
course in less than 24 hours.

Today, the course runs nearly 2,000
miles. In 12 years, no team has been able
to surpass the race time of 38 hours and
30 minutes held by three-time champi-
ons Mark Carr and Scott Davis.

2000 (Todd Palin, Dusty Van Meter), Arctic Cats, 41:10.
1999 (Mark Cary, Scott Davis), Ardlic Cats, 38:30.

1998 (Mark Carr, Scott Davis), Arctic Cats, 44:47.

1997 (Mark Carr, Scott Davis), Arctic Cats, 61:08.

1996 (John Faeo, Bob Gilman), Polaris, Unknown.
1995 (Todd Palin, Dwayne Drake), Polaris, 58:24.

1994 (Evan Booth, Dan Zipay), Polaris, 71:38.

1993 (Scott Davis, Bill Long), Arctic Cats, 58:36.

1992 (Evan Booth, Dan Zipay), Polaris, 29:58.

Race Champions

§ o r
" the Fairbanks finish of the 2006 Tesoro
Iron Dog.

-.1987 (lohn Faeo, Dan Zipay), Polaris, 51:00.

1991 (John Faeo, Bob Gilman), Polaris, 30:10.

1990 (John Faeo, Bob Gilman), Yamaha, 40:12.
1989 (Scott Davis, Mark Torkelson), Yamaha, 69:18.
1988 (John Faeo, Dan Zipay), Polaris, Unknown.
(
(
(
(

1986 (John Faeo, Dan Zipay), Polaris, 47:00.
1985 (Scott Davis, Gary Eoff), Yamaha, 38:00.
1984 (John Faeo, Rod Frank), Polaris, 23:50.

John' Woodbury

B = ==

Courtesy lron m
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exchanged our insane stories with those of the other riders.We learned that
the conditions we had been battling were by far the worst ever in the 22
year history of the Iron Dog Race.

It didn’t take a genius to figure out that trail conditions were bad, but Jordan
and I also figured that this was nowhere near a routine running of the race.As
we listened to the tales and opinions of veteran racers we began to realize that
we had been initiated, not by fire, but by water.

John Faeo, a 22-year race veteran, said he had never seen the trail in such
poor shape. The trail was such a serious safety concern that the race marshal
declared that there would be a buddy-type system all the way to safer condi-
tions in Unalakleet, where the race would actually restart.

Many of the pros seemed to be jealous that trail class participants were
required to stop in Nome.We would be flying home the next day and our
sleds would follow soon after. As you might assume we were glad to be return-
ing home, but we were also somewhat disappointed to be done, as crazy as
that may seem.We had come so far and spent an unbelievable amount of time
and money to just fly home and never know what might have been.At the
same time we felt extremely fortunate to have made it as far as we did.

It took only a few days for Jordan and I to decide that we would in fact run
the Iron Dog again next year, in Pro Class this time.

It was quite a far cry from what we were thinking on Norton Sound just
days earlier. We figured that since the conditions were so lousy in 2006 that
surely next year would be a cake walk .. .right?

I guess we'll just have to see. Until then, we will be paying off our bills, heal-
ing our bodies, and preparing for the next hellacious trip on the worlds
longest, toughest race:THE 2007 TESORO IRON DOG!

thé low rate Snowmachine

nancing at your locally owned
financial cooperative.

Apply 24/7 toll-free: 1-800-976-5198

-or-

Apply Online: www.mvfcu.coop
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\FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
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GPS & Map Specialist

We will help you choose
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NO yearly Contracts!

Excellent Fixed-Site Phone
Satellite Airtime: 75 cents/min
Sat Dispatch for additional $10/mth

Airtime : 14-99cents/minute
. Improved AK Coverage
& new phone Coming Soon!
' RENTALS for $50/week

Surveyors Exchange
Communications

ALASKAN OWNED, OPERATED SINCE 1969

ANCHORAGE & FAIRBANKS LOCATIONS
3695 Springer St (in Anch)
TOLL FREE IN AK 1-800-770-5500x4
(907)561-6501x4 www.surveyors-exchange.com
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ROOKIE continued from page 41

and forth in an attempt to burn off the
seawater that soaked my belt. At this
point I began to realize I was going to go
down. I was going too slow. I had seen
some ice chunks in the distance before I
took this leap of faith into the deep ocean
water, but had discounted them as any-
thing to factor into my crossing because
they were so small. As I started to hit
them I realized they were much more sub-
stantial than I had first thought. Due to
the slipping of my belt, I had very limited
momentum in my track and these ice
floes were the only thing keeping me
afloat. The short ice field got even shorter
and most of it was behind me now. I con-
tinued to work the throttle.

Slowly, the sled began to respond. I felt
myself gaining momentum again and not a
moment too soon. I left the ice field at
full throttle and was not letting go. My
sled bogged a little bit once more as I
neared the shore.I started to see debris
and rocks underneath me. I had made it!
I hit the shore, with Jordan right behind
me. We managed to continue on to the
fuel pump and checkpoint in Koyuk

Consignment inventory

2000 MXZX 700
2003 MXZ Legend 500

2005 Custom Rev 800

2000 XCSP 500

e 907-376-6880

cad of season
AYY mud tire
closeont!

* Helmets for the
whole family!

* Straightline
Performance

¢ Cudney Racing *

* Blue Marble
Amsoil

*SLP

* Bikeman
Performance

Pittman

CAMGHILEITAInOg

Stop in and see our showroom,

high perfomance aftermarket parts infit0:

before nearly collapsing in a heap of relief
and nerves.

A crowd had gathered around us,
cheering and making a commotion. A
young village boy tugged on my coat and
said he héard my machine falter and
thought I was “a goner” I laughed weakly
and told him I thought I was, too. We
autographed a couple of Iron Dog pro-
grams, and asked about the trail ahead.
The kindly villagers told us to hug the tree
line as we traversed to the next town
because the going was extremely wet. I
wanted to take a break, but knew we were
right behind team four, Matt Spernak and
Chris Olds, and staying with an experi-
enced team was our safest bet to reaching
the next checkpoint.

We pushed on.The second we left
town we began darting across water from
ice patch to ice patch knowing that each
crossing could spell disaster. Hugging the
shore as best we could, we encountered a
sharp rock wall that jutted out into the
ocean. The only way around it, it seemed,
was to skip across to the nearest ice shelf
in the ocean, make a sharp turn, and then
skip back across to the shore on the other
side of the rock face.This was just too

much for me.

I decided to try to find another option.
I jumped into the water. It was only knee
deep.I walked around the rock face, to
reveal that there was a decent sized ledge
just under the water, but another sharp
rock wall would have to be navigated to
reach the shore on the other side. I slowly
entered the water getting my belt wet
once again. I nestled my skis against the
smaller rock wall and Jordan and I lifted
the snowmachine over it. We did the same
for Jordan’s sled and made it!

Putting what we hoped was the worst
obstacle behind us, we rode on to skip
nearly a dozen more lagoons and rivers
until we reached Elim. Shaken and
exhausted, I asked a local if the trail was as
bad beyond this point. He called someone
and reported back that there was an over-
land trail.

Relieved to hear that a somewhat nor-
mal trail was available, one that would
keep us out of the ocean, we continued to
the overland trail in total darkness.

Finally connecting with the Nome
Highway was a great feeling. We were on
easy street now and had made it to Nome!

‘When we entered the Nome garage we

Pre-season special!
Only $99 + parts includes:
* Tighten track
* Inspect/install hyfax
* Drain carbs
e Chain case - drain / refill
* Check sparkplugs
* Charge battery/service
e Clutch alignment
* Chassis lube / inspection

Locally owned
and operated
Bill and Laneya Wilkes
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Wet and wild

Recapping last year’s watered-down dog fight

By HANNAH GUILLAUME

‘ x ] hen most people look back

at the 2006 Tesoro Iron
Dog, there are two rare occur-
rences that come to mind.

“One is the safety hold,” said
Lahka Peacock, 2006 volunteer of
the year who has raced Iron Dog
on a Polaris twice since 2000.“It
was the first-time ever we put a
safety hold up in the middle of the
race”

Peacock was in the Fire Hall
headquarters in Nome, working
communications and tracking the
race with officials, when reports
started to come in that racers
where getting trapped en route
because of melting caused by
unseasonably high temperatures.

“It was 37 above. Normally it’s
20 below;” he said. “It was really
bad with water - flowing streams

uonesodio) wnajoliad 09LIJ 2002

and stuff like that.”

The 77 miles that normally
took an hour to race took five or
more.At 1 a.m., Peacock and other
race officials went out to look for
the bouncing headlights of the rac-
ers still trying to make it in from
White Mountain.

They could see racers were
winding their way up the side of
the river and into the mountains
to make the final stream crossing
into Nome.

A safety hold was called. By 3
a.m. all but three teams had made
it to the checkpoints.

Peacock said computers and a
GPS navigation device attached to
one of the sleds of the missing
teams showed that they were at a
shelter cabin and not moving. The
three teams were stuck there until
daybreak.

Team 13 charges out of the start
chute at Big Lake during last year’s
Tesoro Iron Dog. Unusual weather
patterns plagued the 2006 event,
from the slick-ice start to open
water south of Nome.

,,,,,,

John Woodbury

CITGO. Proud sponsor of the 2007 Tesoro lron Dog and
proud provider of super-performing SUPERGARD® Sea
@ and Snow™ 2-cycle engine oil. Grrrrrrr.

Our complete line of 2-cycle engine oils and lubricants is available through
Service Oil and Gas _ 7941 Sandlewood Place _ Anchorage, Alaska 99507 _ 907-777-5540
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Shaktoolik we could see the
awe-inspiring deep blue
ocean. It was a humbling
sight. Descending from the
hills revealed a bird’s eye view
of what was ahead of us. It
was a sight that made one’s
stomach churn, especially the
stomachs of two rookies with
very little water-skipping
experience. As far as the eye
could see, a multitude of
water crossings, both minimal
and vast, lay directly in our
path.

‘We made it to Shaktoolik
without incident, as most of
the water was just overflow,
but we saw something of
grave concern just a few yards
from the fueling station. A mul-
titude of water crossings, rang-
ing from one hundred to five
hundred feet or more lay
directly in the path of the only
trail available.As soon as we
started our machines all of the
children from the village ran
to the edge of the bank to
watch the adventurous cross-
ings. These were the deepest
bodies of water yet and I
began to wish I had a life jack-
et under all of my bulky gear.
Amazingly, we had no prob-
lems conquering this newest
challenge of the trail, either.
At this point,I was becoming
very nervous and anxious
about what we had gotten
ourselves into.

‘We made it across the ocean
ice at a blistering pace into
Koyuk. Everything was fine
until I noticed aY in the trail.
We had to make a choice.
Follow the marked trail, or go
directly across Norton Sound
where the teams in front of us
had gone.We decided to follow
the professionals. We soon had
wished we made a different
choice.

The sky began to turn gray
as we neared the town of
Koyuk.We could see the lights
on the shore.We could also see
the open ocean of Norton
Sound getting closer and closer.
We came to the waters edge as
had a number teams before us.

They circled and followed the
water’s edge to the west until
the narrowest lead of water
between the ice and the shore
was reached.This lead was
about a quarter of a mile wide
or more. I couldn’t believe
what I was seeing.A couple of
tracks turned around yet again
and headed back where they
had come from, but others
tracks disappeared into the
open ocean. We circled and
tried to analyze the situation. I
could feel my heart beating
hard in my chest. We decided
to go for it. Being in the lead, I
lined up and held the throttle
to the bar. AsI entered the
water I could feel the ocean
spray and taste the bitter, salty
water. I remember thinking, in
various shades of incredulity;,
things like, "How in the hell did
I get here?” and “What is
wrong with me, why am I
doing this?” Those sentiments
soon turned into a heartfelt
prayer as I felt my motor bog,
then rev. Not even halfway
across the bottomless ocean
lead, I knew my belt had gotten
wet. I played with the throttle,
instinctively rapping it, as my
sled began losing speed and
began to flounder. My belt was
squealing and black smoke
started billowing though my
side vents.

“This can’t really be happen-
ing,” said a voice in my head. I
kept working the throttle back

continued on next page
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ROOKIE continued from page 38

that our much faster than anticipated
pace was taking its toll on our sleds. It
felt great to be in the middle of the pro
class ranks, but if we did not make it to
Nome, our time and money would be
completely wasted, and we would forfeit
our chance to achieve our goal, which
was to make it across the finish line in
Nome. After fixing Jordan’s sled we
decided to take a break. In fact, we
booked a room and had dinner. We also
decided that once back on the trail, we
would have to slow our pace consider-
ably in order to achieve our goal.

It took hours for most of the teams
behind us to appear in McGrath. A cou-
ple of teams had major problems due to
events that happened in the Farewell
Burn and another section referred to as
the “Buffalo Tunnels” These problems
consisted mainly of damaged front ends
from hitting stumps and trees at high
speeds. We found ourselves getting stir
crazy watching them come and go. We
slowly began to realize that we had made
a huge strategic error. We should’ve
pressed on.  In haste, we threw our gear
on and left the checkpoint almost six

hours after we had arrived. We were
sick about the time lost in McGrath and
pushed hard, while trying to be as care-
ful as possible to our damaged machines.

We encountered our first little taste of
the water that was to be the bane of this
year’s race later that night. There were
little creeks flowing with sharp banks on
either side. Once such creek found me
jammed on the opposite side of the
bank, my sled and myself half submerged
and my partner on the other side. Jordan
had to wade across the creek to help me
to the topside of the bank. We hit every
crossing after that with much more con-
viction.

Several miles before Ruby, in the mid-
dle of nowhere, we found ourselves on a
road much like ones back home with
guardrails, state signs, and more modern
bridges. We screamed down the road
with me struggling to control my sled as
it darted back and forth due to my
unaligned front end. Upon leaving Ruby,
my partner and I jumped down onto the
Yukon River. It was snowing and blow-
ing once again and the trail disappeared
and re-appeared. Following my instinct
we pushed through the storm and found
ourselves in Galena. I was going over

1-800-770-6150

www.lynden.com The Lynden Family of Companies §r._§;
Innovative Multi-Modal Transportation Solutions

eighty miles an hour slamming over ice
chunks and obstacles, but found myself
literally falling asleep at the wheel. We
decided, for our safety, to stop here in
Galena.

Ray Debenham was in charge in
Galena, and it was good to see a warm
familiar face from back home. Ray and
his partner fueled us up and found us a
host for the night. Once at Erika’s place
(our host) we talked for a while, ate, and
went to bed. I fell into what amounted
to a five-hour coma. It was only later that
we realized that we had driven for four
hundred and eighty-seven miles in almost
twenty-four straight hours of toil and
hard riding. Little did we know what the
trail ahead held in store.

Once past Kaltag, the trail became nar-
row and bumpy for a good period of
time. It then opened up into open tun-
dra, complete with tussocks and rocks.

It was tricky and rough riding. Just
before arriving in Unalakleet we ran a
river that was mostly overflow and thin
ice. Each mile we went seemed to bring
less snow, and more water. After
Unakaleet we encountered more over-
flow as we headed for the hills. While in
the hills between Unakaleet and

1-800-656-3265
452-2050 ¢ 456-3135 ¢ 456-3265
Fax: 456-3270

1450 KAREN WAY » FAIRBANKS, AK 99709
www.polarisoutpost.com
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The safety hold was lifted at 9 a.m. and
the racers left Nome together. Peacock
said this helped give the race its closest
finish ever.

“Last year was way different from other
years,” Peacock said. “It was spectacular. It
made all those trying times seem worth it

The second rare occurrence took place
when Dwayne Drake, Andy George, Scott
Davis and Todd Palin all came full-throttle
toward the finish line in Fairbanks.

Drake and George won by one second.

Drake said in past years, the leading
team normally would have a 30-minute
advantage at the finish.

“It was nice to do it again, besides the
thing at the very end,” Drake said.“It was a
fun, great ride and the weather was pretty
much cooperating.”

Scott Davis and Todd Palin, who were
also racing on Arctic Cats, were last year’s
often-favored veteran team.

Davis has missed only two of Iron
Dog’s 23 races. He said the weather and
lacking coastal trails would be last year’s
biggest highlight — aside from the most
thrilling finish in the race’s history.

“The contact with the team would
probably be the rarest event,” Davis said. “I
could kind of feel it and kind of see a little
snow dust in the air, and I hoped we were
catching them”

At one point in the race, Davis said he
got hit from an opponent on the left and
ended up crashing through ice chunks on
the river.

He said he blames the lacking trail
markers on the way into Nenana for slow-
ing the approach into Manly. He said the
racers’ snowmachines aren’t good for
breaking trail for the most part.

“It isn’t just a race against the competi-
tion. It’s against the terrain and Mother
Nature,” Davis said.

On top of their navigation problems,
keeping the sleds together got tough
toward the end. Palin’s fuel pump failed,
requiring one of the Iron Dog’s infamous
on-trail repairs.

He estimates that problem put them 15
minutes behind Drake and George.

“It came down to a drag race in the last
few miles,” he said.“TI don’t think I'd put it
in the books as the toughest Iron Dog I've
ever done.”

Andy George said the competition at
Iron Dog is always friendly, even if it does
get a little heated sometimes.

“We’re all friends. Everybody’s been
racing together for a long time,” George
said.“One team’s going to win and one
team’s going to be in second place. It was

a great race.That’s what it was.”

Drake and George stopped in Manly
when they saw that Davis and Palin were
stopped on the side of the trail with fuel
pump problems. George said he and Drake
took off after helping for 10 minutes
though, because they saw the Davis-Palin
Bush plane coming in to help.

In Nenana, Drake and George ended up
having fuel problems, too.

“We didn’t know if they were ahead of

us or behind us,” George said. “It came
down to a dogfight the last 20 miles... You
couldn’t have asked for better race condi-
tions in the end”

George said that Palin was a little
bummed out because he got beat, but that
Palin saw the race the way they all did —
the best dogfight they’d ever been in.

“That’ll never happen again,” he said.
“Scott Davis will be in the snowmachine
hall of fame someday. It’s pretty cool”

Snomobile Tours & Rentals

2 L

A S e

SNOW SAFARIS.

Need an Extra Sled?

Or do you simply want to try before you buy?
We have all the popular “current year” makes
and models to choose from. Ask us about our
popular punch card to receive huge

discounts on multiple rentals.

Iron Dog Adventure

The longest, toughest, snowmobile race in the world.
Imagine temperatures of -60 degrees and speeds up to
100 miles per hour over the fiercely rugged terrain of
Alaska. Do you think you have what it takes? This ain’t no
ride to grandma’s house... Alaska Snow Safaris can race
with you to Nome or take a leisure ride in the trail class.

783-SNOW or toll free 888-414-7669

www.snowmaobile-alaska.com
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Iron Dog starting from
scratch, stays alive

By HANNAH GUILLAUME

D espite a notable decline of cross-
country snowmobile races, the
Tesoro Iron Dog has helped the world’s
longest, toughest snowmobile race to
thrive for 23 years.

“Iron Dog reflects a history that devel-

oped in the early 1900s,” said Laura
Bedard, executive director of Iron Dog.“I
truly believe Iron Dog represents these
cross-country races that have come and

all over the state. One of the biggest and
most lively celebrations is at the halfway
point in Nome on Valentines Day.

Bedard said year-round events have
helped Iron Dog keep going when so
many cross-country snowmobile races
haven’t been able to survive.

Fred Grubb, a rollercoaster builder from
Hayden, Idaho, will race in Iron Dog for
the first time this year.

“We used to race the cross-country
races down here in the States,” Grubb said.

“About three months

gone’”

She said the history TESORO ag0 el
of the race helps explain | 0\ 0 Wf?ll, we bette'r get
the survival. ’ I going to do this

John Faeo and Rod l . / | thm}iAr .
is Arctic Cat

Frank earned the first

win in the 1,049 mile race from Big Lake
to Nome in 1984 on Polaris snowmobiles.
They hold the record for quickest finish
with 23 hours and 50 minutes.

In 1992, the race course grew to 2,000
miles from Wasilla to Nome and back.

Bedard said racer participation didn’t
really start growing until 1998.That year,
Arctic Cat racers Mark Carr and Scott Davis
took the win on the 2,000-mile course
from Wasilla to Nome then Fairbanks in
less than 45 hours. It was their second win
in three consecutive years.

Today, racers rip through 1,971 miles of
snow-packed trails in freezing tempera-
tures from Big Lake to Nome to Fairbanks
on Feb. 11-17.

Race festivities, rider education and
snowmobile-safety demonstrations happen

teammate, Darrick Johnson, is an Iron Dog
rookie, too.This will be their first race
together.

Grubb raced in the Rocky Mountain
Circuit in the Wyoming and Idaho day
races; they were 50 to 100 miles in the
1970s and 1980s. He said he grew up in a
family of snowmobile racers and had to
watch cross-country races dwindle in the
WESS

“Racing snowmobiles and stuff for peo-
ple is really hard to do.It’s really hard
unless you have the time or business
where you can afford it,” Grubb said.“It’s
hard to do it anymore, because it’s just like
checkbook racing”

Grubb and Johnson had to buy four
snowmachines for special use in Iron Dog.

Grubb said hillclimbing has survived

ANCHORAGE

YAMAHA

Alaska’s Full Throttle Recreation Specialists
3919 Spenard Road, Anchorage, Alaska 99517

(907) 243-8343 Fax (907) 243-0079
Toll free (800) 868-8343

www.anchorageyamaha.com

Tesoro Iron
Dog executive
director Laura

Bedard.

better than cross-country racing events
because snowmachines for hillclimbs can
be used for other types of riding.

He noted that laws for public land use
also make it harder to keep cross-country
racing alive in the upper-continental U.S.

Johnson, an Arctic Cat dealer from
Coeur D’Alene, Idaho, is an experienced
drag racer. He said it is the complete oppo-
site of cross-country snowmobile races.

Johnson said the lack of cross-country
races in the continental U.S. has a lot to do
with land owners not wanting to get sued.

“My personal feeling is just the logistics
of it. It’s the Lability these days,” he said.
“Down here in the Lower 48, you couldn’t
get land owners to agree to run a race of

Discover How Alaska's Hottest DJ's
Can Make Your Celebration The Most
Talked About, Thrilling Event Of The
Year-Guaranteed!

R

L .
__Call 563-6553"

T

We are ef])foua to
be a sponsor” of
thes 2007 Tosoro
Iron ‘Dog

www.wasillachamber.org

Excavators ® Backhoes e Dozers e Tools
Sertung Maska. for oder 20 years
892-5822

Mile 51 Parks Hwy., Mon.-Sat. 8 am-6 pm

Feed your Iron Dog
hunger for only

$4.99!

Each Day Subway
features a six inch
sub, medium drink
and chips for just
$4.99!

340 w. Evergreen,
Palmer 745-7827

Seward-Meridian &
Palmer Wasilla Hwy
373-7827

244 Yenlo
Mile 42 parks Hwy
357-7827

Meadow Lakes
357-7822
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2006 Iron Dog, a rookie’s story

By COLE SULLIVAN

t’s five o’clock Sunday morning, start-

ing day of the longest, toughest snow-
machine race in the world. I awoke with
an all too familiar sensation in my stom-
ach, a feeling I've been living with for
months now on a much smaller scale. It
was the feeling of excitement, anxiety,
fear, and anticipation. I commenced with
my normal morning ritual, trying to put
my mind at ease, to no avail.Once fully
awake, showered, and fed, I headed out
to the shop, where the two objects that
had been consuming my time and ener-
gy for months lay in wait. The bright yel-
low Ski-Doo MXZ and the gleaming
Arctic Cat Crossfire sat where we had
left them the night before after finishing
last minute adaptations and double-
checking adjustments. My partner Jordan
Hartman drove into the yard exhibiting
symptoms of the same controlled panic
that I suffered with. we found a multi-
tude of last-minute projects to tackle
before loading our sleds and heading for
the starting line on Big Lake.

In a frenzy, Jordan and I threw our
bulky gear on and headed to the spot
designated for Team 42, which was sec-
ond to last in the line up. We were one of
three trail class teams, all of which start-
ed behind the pro class.

Finally, after waiting what seemed like
an eternity, it was our turn. My partner
and I started off at a moderate pace,
which quickly turned into something dif-
ferent as the people cheered us on. We
shot out of the spectator area, spraying
water in every direction.
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Cole Sullivan and teammate Jordan Hartman pose
near Nome during the 2006 Tesoro Iron Dog.

The first checkpoint in Skwentna
found anxious onlookers clapping and
shouting amidst a mixture of rain show-
ers and sunshine. Iimagine we both
seemed like tourists lost in a foreign city
when we pulled into the fueling area.
People were shouting “How much?”
“Top off your oil?” “Reserve tank?” “I
need a signature!” while handing us
water and Tang. I was so confused and
fatigued at this point, one of the fastest
legs of the race, that I didn’t know what
I wanted. I just said yes to everything.

We left the Skwentna Checkpoint a lit-
tle more educated about the race. We
also left knowing that the next few
hours of narrow, rutted, bumpy trail
would be hell.

The trail only got rougher and more
trenched out. We battled on ... up,
down and around, forever it seemed,
with huge flakes now drifted down to
cover us and the trail. The trees along-
side the narrow trail bent in toward the
trail, causing us to break branches and
plow into them when trying to maintain
speed up and down the bobsled-like

trail. Every time I would push through a
snow laden alder patch or tree blockade,
the foliage would snap back upright,
happy to be relieved of its snowy burden
which was now piled on my hood and
covering my headlights. I was constantly
wiping away the snow.

The wind began to howl.The trail
began to fade.The trail disappeared. It
reappeared through each wooded area.
Our hopes of passing teams began to
fade.As we finally popped out on
Puntilla Lake we noticed what looked
like fifty parked snowmachines. Every
single team had to declare a mandatory
layover due to extreme snow conditions
and a non-existent trail. We were still run-
ning with the Big Dogs!

Entering Farewell Burn we slowed
down even more, knowing that this area
makes teams scratch more than any
place on the 1,971-mile race.This section
is barely wide enough for a snowma-
chine in most parts, and when it is
wider, it is home to many obstacles cov-
ered over with snow. It is a place where
racers need to use extreme caution.

Even though our pace was moderate,
we both managed to collide with a cou-
ple trees.

After racing out of Nikolai we
dropped onto a river and then through
swampy forest. I looked back to see that
Jordan was not behind me. He eventually
came around the corner with some bad
news. He had broken his rear track
shock. We decided to limp into McGrath
to make repairs.

Once in McGrath we started to realize

continued on page 40

our'search for a gquality truck deck ends here
—~ > JRatented ramp/and(decke

lights

Retractable sides)

EE 66.440.6800
IARATHONMARINE.COM

WWW! MARATHONDECKS.COM

38 © TESORO §

2007 TESORO IRON DOG

this scope.”

Grubb’s father Bob, an 83-year-old
from Dubois, Wyo. who was an Arctic Cat
dealer, raced his first cross-country snow-
mobile race during the 1966-67 season.

He didn’t stop racing until he was
nearly 60 years old.

“The first race was by Jackson, Wyo.
We was racing eight-horsepower
machines at that time.Those were the
first to come out,” Bob said.“There isn’t
too many cross-country races anymore.
There’s just too many people out there
going 75 miles to a 100 miles an hour”

During the 1969-70 season, he defeat-
ed 305 snowmachines to win a cross-
country race.

“We had a five-man team,” Bon said.
“We raced from St.Anthony, Idaho to
West Yellowstone, Montana. They called it
the hundred and one — we finished
first”

After turning in his helmet nearly 23
years ago, Bob said he sees another rea-
son why cross-country races are hard to
come by.

“The factories sponsor all those races,
and it kind of leaves the individual
out,” Bob said. “It’s not just cross-coun-
try, it’s the snowcrosses, t0o.”

ATRBANKS

elcomes the longest, toughest

Fred Grubb, right, a rollercoaste

from Hayden, Idaho, will race in Iron
for the first time this year. His Arctic.
teammate, Darrick Johnson, is an lron

rookie, too.

snowmobile race, the Tesoro Iron Dog

(=2}
o
(=}
=
o
e
>
o
]
=
>
o
(&)

hen it comes to sports from the usual to

/ the unusual, we invite you to explore the

ifference in Fairbanks. Discover the best of

what we have to offer at this year’s Tesoro Iron Dog. Enjoy

our “Golden Heart” hospitality with the new shopping

and dining locations which will make your stay one to

remember. From mild to wild, young and old, we've got

winter fun for everyone! Finish your Tesoro Iron Dog
experience in Fairbanks!

For your free 92-page Visitors Guide
or Winter Guide on Fairbanks and
Interior Alaska contact

1-800-327-5774
1-907-456-5774
www.explorefairbanks.com

Visit our Log Cabin Visitors Center at
550 First Avenue, Fairbanks, AK 99701
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lron Dog fans a rare breed

By JOHN KLAPPERICH

ron Dog Fans are a rare breed, but let

me expand: fans of the Great Land are
a rare breed.

As I write this editorial of my
thoughts on Alaska and the 2007 Tesoro
Iron Dog, we are in the middle of winter.
Yes, we have already been blessed this
season with more than two feet of snow
and several weeks of below zero weather
in the Mat-Su Valley — a great start to the
winter recreation season. Swamps and
springs have tightened up, a nice base
layer is in place and the most gorgeous
sunrises and sunsets in clear December
days make my heart throb with excite-
ment.

But I am like many of you; our passion
sets us apart from most of our Lower 48
counterparts. They announce “bad weath-
er’as snow and cold, we applaud it.
Their plans for weekends and time off
include items of sunscreen, bathing suits,
golf clubs and tennis shoes. Our plans

by

OFFICIAL TESORO
IRON DOG RADIO STATION

From the Kenai Peninsula to Prudhoe Bay
Q99.7 Valley Radio and KBYR 700 AM
bring you official live coverage of the Iron Dog

John Klapperich

Member: International Broadcasters
Idea Bank

Owner/President — KMBQ/KBYR

Corporation

2200 East Parks Hwy.

Wasilla, Alaska 99654

Direct: (907) 373-0222, ext. 14

Cell: (907) 355-9970 john@kmbg.com

need helmets, gauntlets, two-cycle oil,
goggles, avalanche beacons and a GPS.
Who’s got it right here?

Al T can say is, I have never come
onto shore on a surfboard on the Big
Island, but it can’t be any better than
cresting a summit between Trapper
Creek and the Roadhouse, then reliving
it all with friends by the fire, and can’t
wait to do it all over again in the morn-
ing.

So, as former president of the Greater
Wasilla Chamber of Commerce, past busi-
ness person of the year, and owner of
the Voice of the Valley Q99.7 — the offi-

5
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Al11 1 can say is, I have never
come onto shore on a surfboard
on the Big Island, but it can’t be
any better than cresting a
summit between Trapper Creek and
the Roadhouse, then reliving it
all with friends by the fire, and
can’t wait to do it all over again
in the morning.

cial radio station of the 2007 Tesoro Iron
Dog — I am honored to be associated
with a passionate fraternity of fans of
Alaska, where we have the opportunity
to soar, to accelerate, to conquer, to
enjoy one of the eight great wonders of
the world: The longest, toughest snow-
mobile race on earth — the Tesoro Iron
Dog.

See you at the start and the finish. I
am excited to hear about your trial and
tribulations from start to finish on Valley
Radio Q99.7 FM and Smart Talk AM 700.

W.KMBQ.COM WWW.KMBQ.COM WWW.KMBQ.COM WWW.KMBQ.COM WWW.KMBQ
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SPONSORS: Action
Sign & Graphics
Alaska Power Sports
Cal Worthington Ford
D&S Concrete
Glacier Autoworks
Holtzman Engineering
LEAD-DOG Lights
MGM Truck Accessories
Mom & Dad
Patti, Emily, Amy
Polaris Industries
Renegade Equipment
Triton Trailers
U&H Enterprises
Warning Lights

Tracey Brassard

<

Tracey bas lived in Alaska for 36 years,
and loves summer and winter: He works as a
Jforeman for Renegade Equipment.

Anchorage

my own abilities.

Anchorage
Ken is a collections manager for Cal > | province | am visiting.
Worthington Ford.

44

Janaya Lee

Janaya bas lived in Alaska ber entire life. She
enjoys fishing, camping, bunting and snowma-
chining with ber family and boyfriend of five
years. She is attending UAA to become a dental

hygienist.

Paul Jensen

Paul and bis family enjoy many weekends on
their boat in Prince William Sound, and is excited
to see more of Alaska’s Interior during the Iron
Dog. Hobbies include archery, bunting, multi-

engine instrument pilot.

POLARIS

Eagle River

time.

Eagle River
| ROOKIE |

Safe riders’ pledge

o | will never drink and drive a snowmobile.
o | will drive within the limits of my machine and

o | will obey the rules and laws of the state or

o | will be careful when crossing roads, and
always cross at a right angle to traffic.

o | will keep my machine in top shape and follow
a pre-op check before each ride.

o | will wear appropriate clothing, including
gloves, boots and a helmet with a visor.

e | will let my family or friends know my planned
route, my destination and my expected arrival

o | will treat the outdoors with respect. | will not
litter or damage trees or other vegetation.

o | will respect other peoples’ property and rights
and lend a hand when | see someone in need.

¢ | will not snowmobile where prohibited.

— Courtesy of the International Snowmobile
Manufacturers Association: ww.snowmobile.org.

2007 Race Contingency Challenge

Hatcher Pass Polaris First Polaris Team into McGrath $500
*Tukusko House First Team into McGrath-Free Lodging & Meals $300
SBS Poorman Hard-Luck Award Voted by the Poorman SBS crew, on the team with the worst luck getting to Poorman $500
Alaska Toy Rental First Rookies Team into Poorman $100
Debenham Properties First Rookies Team into Galena Northbound $500
Debenham Properties Last Rookies Team into Galena Northbound $500
Northwoods Lodge Fastest SkiDoo Team South Bound Between Unlakleet and Kaltag $500
Curtis Green State Farm First Pro Class Team into Kaltag $500
LEAD-DOG Helmet Lights First Pro Class Team to Nome with LEAD-DOG Helmet Light On Leaving the Starting Line $250
Fine Line Interiors Fastest Pro Class Team between Big Lake and McGrath $500
Global Fuel Half Way Nome Prize First Pro Class Race Team into Nome $2,500
Vortex Group First Place Rookies Team into Nome $500
*Woody's Traction Products First Rookies Team into Nome- product certificate & Woody's Race Apparel $1,500
CITGO First Pro Class Race Team into Nome $500
Morgan's Sales & Service Nome First Pro Class Team into Nome on Polaris Snowmobiles $500
Pikes Landing Fastest Pro Class Team Between Tanana and Fairbanks $500
Rookies Finish Line Challenge First Place Pro Class Team, both riders must be Rookies to Qualify $10,000
Rookies Finish Line Challenge Second Place Pro Class Team, both riders must be Rookies to Qualify $5,000
Rookies Finish Line Challenge Third Place Pro Class Team, both riders must be Rookies to Qualify $3,000
Wiggy's Alaska*® First Team to cross the Finish Line with Wiggy's Sleeping Bags $400 Gift Certificate $400
Polaris Industries First Place Finish on Polaris $5,000
Arctic Cat First Place Finish on Arctic Cat $3,000
Ski-Doo First Place $5000, Second Place $2500 $7,500
Frontiersman First Mat-Su Valley Team Across the Finish Line $500 in Gold Coins $500
Anchorage Suzuki Arctic Cat First Rookies Team on Arctic Cat across the Finish Line $500
LEAD-DOG Helmet Lights First Pro Class Team with LEAD-DOG Helmet Light On Crossing the Finishing Line $250
*Woody's Traction Products First Rookies Team across the finish line-product certificate & Woody's Race Apparel $1,500
Sled Bed Trailers First Rookies Team across the Finish Line- High Quality 8x10 Aluminum Tilt Snowmobile Trailer $1,800
Total Contingency Value $48,600
*denotes product or service value / not cash T SORO

Full Award Details will be received with Race Participant Packet prior to race event start. Cancellation of Award from [ F» Tl \ /

Sponsor does not bind Iron Dog, Inc. for award payout. Iron Dog, Inc reserves the right to alter or cancel program at any time. Y l
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TRAIL CLASS

Nome

Autumn Falls

Autumn bas been in Alaska since 2001,
she likes backpacking, fourwbeeling and win-
ter sports. She works as a portrait painter and
carpenter:

Aaron Cooper ok

Aaron is a senior at Kodiak High School.
Jesus is first in bis life, and bis family and
friends are second. When be bas time be likes
to ride and bunt.

. Nome
Ramon Gandia

Ramon came to Alaska in 1965, and is a
retired Bush pilot with 14,000-plus bours, ran in
‘06 Trail class, and is a checkpoint operator
Nome-Golovin Race. Hobbies include sailing, ATV
and snowmachining, and be also likes to spend
time with bis 100pound German shepherd
named Strider.

Tyler Black Kodiak

Tyler enjoys backcountry biking, camping,
skiing, snowboarding. He works as a Navy Seal,
and enjoys spending time with bis daugbters
and bis wife.

. Nome
Ken Shapiro

Ken loves bunting and fishing. He raced the
Nome to Golovin race in 2006, and the Nome
Cannonball, in which be placed third. He also
enjoys photography.

SPONSORS: Black Diamond, Kodiak Athletic Club, Kodiak Auto Supply, Kodiak Island Support
Services, Moon Dance Wild Alaskan Salmon, Mountain Hardwear, Patagonia, Sierra Design,
Sixsixone, Slednecks, US Navy, Valley Motor Sports

SPONSORS: AL7X, Kaigloomatic, KL1YJ, KL2CT, Seward
Peninsula Amateur Radio Club, shebalyn@gci.net, Wilderness
Ski-Doo, Xalaska.com

Larry Weisheim

Larry bas lived in Alaska for 41 years. He
is retired from Local 867 & AS&EG. He enjoys
snowmachining, fourwhbeeling, bunting and
[fishing. Larry takes pride in bis team, riding
Ski Doo 440s, and calls bis team Mellow Yellow.

SN Chugiak
Frank Mielke

Tim Bruns Frank was born in
Anchorage, and grew up
Tim and bis wife Leslie both bave been born in Chugiak. He bas lived
and raised in Alaska. They bave one son who in Unalaska, Fairbanks,
proudly serves in the Air Force. Tim is the owner Juneau, Soldotna and
of Bruns Concrete and enjoys snowmobiling, four-  Clear: A former outboard
wheeling, flying, bunting, trapping, fishing and races; this is bis first Iron
shooting. Dog. He retired from the

. Wasilla state in 2004, and lives in
James Mielke

a log bome in Chugiak
be built in 1982.
James was born in Alaska, bas been a pilot
Jor 38 years, enjoys snowmachining 3,000 miles a
year, downbill skiing, fishing and bunting.

s Michael Swecker

Mike works as a superintendent/gen-
eral foreman for Central Environmental.

Wasilla

SPONSORS: Bruns Concrete, FGM Natural Resource Development, Leslie Bruns, Mielke
Concrete, Spenard Builders Supply, Tate Insurance Services, Team CC Wasilla, Team Mellow
Yellow, Valley Block and Concrete
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A trio of Trail Class riders head
out of the Big Lake start during
the 2002 Iron Dog race.
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John Woodbury

Getting on top of the lron Dog

By HANNAH GUILLAUME

Tesoro Iron Dog is moving toward
online viewers with GPS-tracking
technology strapped to snowmachines in
the 1,971-mile race on Feb. 11-17.

“For the race itself, I was able to go
on the computer last year, and dial in for
the race and be at home,” said Evan
Booth, a Polaris racer in the 2007 Iron
Dog.“It’s just another tool to keep track
of the race. It’s kind of a soap opera —
almost”

Booth will be a one of the teams with
a GPS tracking device.Arctic Cat and Ski-
Doo will also have snowmachine racers
riding with the device.

Controversy has risen over how GPS
devices could be used by poorly posi-
tioned racers to copy the trail strategies
of their lead-positioned competitors.

Booth, who has not used the GPS on
his snowmachine before, said it would
be way too hard for a team on the trail
to choose routes based on GPS readouts
of their competitors.

He volunteered with Iron Dog to use

On the Web

Go online to
http:/iwww.irondog.org/gps.htm to

watch the race via World
Communications Center GPS tracking or
join the Iron Dog blog at http:/iron-
dog.org/blog/index.htm

the GPS because he said it offers his fam-
ily a way to stay connected and might
keep him safer on the trail.

“I'm probably the perfect example of
getting hurt on the trail. You'’re out in the
wilderness. You’re out in the wild. It
takes a long time to get over the land,
Booth said. “If the National Guard needed
to know where someone is at because
they’re hurt on the trail, this will let
them know where they’re at”

Booth has been medi-vaced twice in
Iron Dog — once for a bruised liver and
again for a displaced hip.

In Nome, Booth’s wife Crystal said she
and their four children can’t wait to get
minute-by-minute updates on how Booth
is doing on the trail.

“It’s even more exciting for the kids,”
Crystal said.“They get to feel like they
are more a part of the race. It’ll be fun to
watch and see”

Crystal said during the race, the Booth
house resembles Grand Central Station in
New York. With the GPS technology this
year, it might resemble the Super Bowl.

But watching the race can also be
stressful for Crystal, who said she is wor-
ried about seeing the dot stop on the
computer screen. She won’t know if
Booth is injured or just relieving himself
on the side of the trail.

“When the conditions are bad, it’s
bad.I always have that in my mind. As
soon as he hits Galena, I’'m relieved
because he’s almost home,” she said.

Paul Sindorf, one of three Iron Dog
racers who raced with the GPS on his
snowmachine in 2006, said village resi-
dents were impressed by the technology.

A host for Sindorf in Unalakleet even
wrote about it on the Iron Dog blog.

“Everybody thought it was totally

continued on page 20

PRDO

Robhie Muir e

Anchorage

Robbie was born and raised in Alaska. He
owns Wallcovering Plus and commercial fishes
in Bristol Bay with bis family. This is Robbie's
first Iron Dog, although be bas raced
motocross and snowmobiles before. He enjoys
bockey, skiing, boating and camping with bis
wife and children.

POLARIS

Don Diggins Ageid

Anchorage
Don was born and raised in Alaska. He
races boats all around the state, and bas also
raced motocross and snowmachines some times.
Now be spends most of bis recreational time golf-
ing or at Big Lake. He bas owned and operated,
Diggins Concrete since 1979.

SPONSORS: Alaska Portable Buildings, Alaska X, Diggins Concrete, GMC Contracting, Miller
Marine, Wallcovering Plus

Travis Bonnett Age 21

Anchorage
Travis was born and raised in Alaska. He
works an apprentice lineman for Northern
Powerline Constructors. He enjoys dirt biking,
snowboarding, biking and BMX.

POLARIS

Shawn Cross Age 20

Anchorage
Shawn (AKA Shawn Rotten) started snow-
machining at the age of 10. He likes to race
motocross in the summer; and bas raced snow-
cross for the past two years, and cross-country for
the past three years. He works for City Electric as
a material bandler:

SPONSORS: Alaska Line Builders, Alaska Powersports, Cal Worthington Ford, City Electric,
Genesis Earthworks, Hatcher Pass Polaris, IBEW Local 1547, Klim, Luxury Limousine, Norcon,
Northern Powerline Contractors, Potelcom Supply, Scott, Stud Boy, Top Jimmy Performance

CLASS

TRAIL

Kane Richardson Age 19

Fairbanks
Kane bas lived in Alaska bis entire life. He
is a water well driller and operator and
owner of bis business, R & R Drilling. He
enjoys fourwbeeling, snowmachining and
traveling.

2006(DNF)

Justin Esmailka i

Justin is a lifelong Alaskan, who resides with
bis wife and six cbildren in Kaltag. Justin works
Jfor Nanuq as a beavy equipment operator. His
bobbies include boating, snowmachining, bunt-
ing, trapping and spending time with bis family.

94(DNF), '98, '99, '00(DNF)

SPONSORS: Alaska Snowmobile Salvage, Arctic Cat, Arctic Circle Air, Arctic Pool & Spa,
Esmailka Family, Ferguson, Frontier Flying, Holiday Parks Inc., Klim, Kris & Carm Richardson,
Northern Power Sports, R&R Drilling, Renton Coil Springs, Stud Boy, Village of Kaltag

CLASS

Team CC Skidoo, Traffic Jams

SPONSORS: Army National Guard, COAST Magazine, Diversified Tire, Frontiersman, Kevin's
Upholstery, Klim, Lazy Mountain Bible Church, Peak Fitness, Richard Fleming, Jr., Super Suppers,

Wayne Martin Paimer

Wayne works for the Frontiersman and
loves anything with spark plugs! He is mar-
ried with four children. This is Wayne's second
Iron Dog. He is an avid bunter and snowma-
chiner.

Trail Class 1999

Rick Fleming Ealmer

Rick currently works for the Alaska Army
National Guard as an information technology
specialist. He earned a BA from Northwest
College in 1990, joined the Army during
Operation Desert Storm, serving nine years. He is
married with two children, and you can find
them fishing and bunting in st ; and snow-
machining in winter.
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PRO

|| Ken Colton qomitz

Anchorage
Ken bas lived in Alaska for 23 years. This
is Ken's second Iron Dog. He works as a sen-
ior tech for GCL

2006

Dennis Martin JIE 45

Anchorage
Dennis bas lived in Alaska since 1973. He
works as an auto technician for Matt's Auto. He
enjoys bunting, fishing and boating.

T T R L P T S T G S T T e R o o R e T T PO

02(DNF), '06

SPONSORS: Alaska Mining & Diving, Arctic Transmission, ATX Inc., Bill & Sharon Burke, Cable
Tech, Charles Colton and Son's Ranch, Colton Underground Sprinklers, Consumer Electronic
Services, Doug Keli, Eagle Valley Communications, Fat's Automotive, Gary Haynes, GCl, Jackovich,
LJ Answering & Alarm Monitoring, Panhandle Snow Mobile Club, Quality Transmission, Shane &
Angell Higgins, Smith Cable, Staten Photography, Team CC, TelAlaska, Utility Technologies, Village
Deli, West 1 CATV, XP-S High Performance Lubricant, York Creek Ranch

TR R TR R

B R e e B e 3 e o Ep B o S 3

Daniel 0'Connor AEAS

TR

SPONSORS: IHH Outfitters, Usibelli Coal Mine, XP-S High Performance Lubricant

CLASS

H H Age 33
Jamie Bailey o
Jamie is a lifetime Alaskan, be enjoys
being a father;, business owner and Texas hold
‘em. He is self-employed at Big Country
Excavation as a residential and commercial
land developer:

R R S A

POLARIS §¢
£
;
i Age 25 ‘
Wade Bailey kol
s
Wade enjoys snowmachining, fourwbeeling, :
bunting, fish and working. Wade is employed by B
Bailey's Backhoe, and works as a residential and
commercial land development.
eSS R 010:Kil E e i v o
E
k
&
%‘.
SPONSORS: Bailey's Backhoe, Bell and Associates, Big Country Excavation, BYLER Contracting, E
Enderson Concrete, IHOP, Hatcher Pass Polaris ;
a

B T Y R T A b SR o

Healy {
Dan was born and raised in Alaska. He ?
enjoys bunting and fishing. He is currently i
employed by Usibelli Coal Mine as an equip- g
ment operator. B
;
02(DNF), '06(DNF) ‘g
g
Age24 |

Hawken Van Bebber _*
Fairbanks |-
Hawken is 24 years old and was born in &
raised in Cantwell. He is an aluminum welder :3
and assistant bunting guide. In bis spare time be |
likes to trap and bunt. B
g
E
&

H Age 41 |

Michael Fuller rchirge. |

Michael is racing bis first Iron Dog. He is ?”

married with three children, and currently v

works as a shop foreman for American Fast &:

Freight. E

|esERTER R R 0D L e

i

¥

;

POLARIS §

i i Age28 |

Mike McQuality rans |

B

Mike is 28 years old and bas two children. L

He works for American Fast Freight as a mechan- |

ic. This is bis first Iron Dog. i

-

SRR A KR 0 K KE 720y s 5 ] .

I:

SPONSORS: Alaska Tent and Tarp, American Fast Freight, B&J Liftruck, Bandi Sign, General ;
Parts, Grizzly Machine, Inlet Petroleum, Ogre Diesel Service, Snap-On Tools, Stan Marshall, >
Sterling Western Star of Alaska -

B S S R Y S B
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Steve Wilhelmi

et

Andy George and Dwayne
~ Drake make a quick stop at the
Puntilla checkpoint.

Staying safe on
lron Dog’s trail

By HANNAH GUILLAUME

A couple of friendly old pros are willing to give rookies a
quick heads up for the longest race of their lives — the

2,000 mile Tesoro Iron Dog from Wasilla to Nome to Fairbanks on

Feb. 11-17.

Jimmer Dick, a Ski-Doo MXZX-RS 600 racer from Seward who
will be racing for the 14th time this year, said when the starting
day is near he begins to prepare mentally.

His racing teammate is

rookie Spike Laskey, who ’
o S For racers who can’t visualize
MXZXRS 600. critical sections on the trail,

“When you get close ~ Dick said village residents are
to the race, you just think always eager to give advice on

of all the places on the where to go and how to do it.
trail,” Dick said. “You can

see the next day’s weath-
er the day before the race. Come 10 or 11 o’clock at night you
can go out and look up and see what the sky is doing”

For racers who can’t visualize critical sections on the trail,
Dick said village residents are always eager to give advice on .
where to go and how to do it.

“They know their stuff; he said.

Between race checkpoints, Dick said he uses water and warm
Tang to stay hydrated and munches on Nutri-Grain bars to keep
his energy levels up.

The snacks and drinks he uses are all extras to the survival
food he needs to carry to meet the rules of the race.

When he’s not racing across the state on a snowmachine, Dick

is driving a fuel truck and dragging fuel hoses.The daily workout
from that, along with more than 200 sit ups and pushups a day, is
a necessary part of being ready for the race.

continued on page 20

Alaska'’s Construction
Training Academy

&

DMV Certified Driver
Testing Facility for

; ”:é} @R %5  CDL Road Skills Exam
* PROFESSIONAL TRUCK DRIVER (CDL) TRAINING
o NCCER ACCREDITED TRAINING PROVIDER - (PIPEFITTER,
CARPENTER, MOBILE CRANE OPERATOR, ETC.)
o HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR TRAINING
* HAZARDOUS MATERIALS TRAINING & CERTIFICATION
o MSHA - MINE SAFETY & HEALTH ADMINISTRATION
o CUSTOMIZED PROGRAMS AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST
o COMPETITIVE PRICING & FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING
o MOST COURSES ARE ELIGIBLE FOR ALASKA STUDENT LOAN

STATEWIDE TRAINING & DMV TESTING

NIT 1-888-367-6482

~ Northern Industrial Training

5 /_ﬂ/ *‘Kr On the Palmer-Wasilla Hwy
‘9: ff“; 4 5 Tel: (907) 357-6400
Northern Industrial Training Fax: (907) 357-6430
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By Lake to Nome, Alaska

1980 VANHORN RD
FAIRBANKS. AK 33701
(907),452-2762

e FAX (907) 451-0432

Y.V =773

~ POWER-SPORIS

craig@northernpowersports.com
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IRON DOG ONLINE continued from page 18

impressive — especially the guys — thought it was really high-
tech,” he said.

He said his friends noted that the 2006 unit seemed to update
every two minutes or so, which Sindorf said was great for his
wife and four children.

“It was pretty cool actually. My family could track me on the
trail. Even my kids were checking it out in their classrooms in
school,” he said. “On the way to Nome it worked awesome, but
after the ocean water, it didn’t work very well”

Unseasonably high temperatures caused melting on the trails
between the White Mountain and Nome checkpoints. It forced
the racers to find alternative routes or skip over water on their
snowmachines.

Sindorf said despite the effect the harsh climates had on the
GPS last year, he’d volunteer to race with the device strapped
onto his snowmachine again.

“It’s a great safety device,” he said.

PRO

SAFETY continued from page 19

He also preps for the journey by riding his snowmachines
around Big Lake 2,000 to 3,000 miles.

Those miles are accumulated by going as fast as he can for 70
to 80 miles at a time — without stopping.

Unlike today’s race, where competitors can hire Bush planes
to carry in supplies to keep the snowmachines running, in 1994,
racers had to bring all of their spare parts with them.

Since then, Dick has whittled down what he carries in his
trail-side toolbox to keep his snowmachine in top condition.

“You always try to have at least tie-rod ends,” he said about
steering components. He added that spare belts, nuts and bolts
are all part of having a good race.

“The guy with the least amount of problems wins,” he said.
“On any given day, in any race, anybody can win. It seems like the
harder you try, the worse it gets.”

Curtis Cherrier, an Arctic Cat F6 racer from Anchorage who
will be racing Iron Dog for the seventh time this year, said race
pros and rookies should try to be hitting the gym “before the
show hits”

He said he is in the gym doing cardio exercises and lifting
weights at least three times a week.

To prepare his body even more for the bruising it will take
during the race, Cherrier said he tries to ride 3,000 to 4,000
miles on his snowmachine.

His racing teammate is rookie Trevor Lund, who is also racing
on the Arctic Cat F6. Cherrier said he takes the initial lead on the
trail to show Lund some of what he’s learned.

“The more time an individual spends on preparation and train-
ing, the more competitive they’re going to be,” Cherrier said.

To keep the snowmachines ready for the race, he said there
are two main things to watch: one is making sure the chassis
doesn’t need more reinforcement. Two is having the suspension
and shocks set up for individual rider style, weight and trail con-
ditions.

“There’s an immense amount of work that goes on in the
shop,” Cherrier said. “You’re not going to have a flawless race. Shit
happens out there. I’'d say 60 percent of that race is all mental?”

Todd Minnick Age 27

Wasilla

Todd bas lived in Alaska bis entire life.
Todd bas been racing since 1994, winning the
K150, K400 and the Mayors Cup. Todd and bis
girlfriend Sharilyn bave no children. Todd
works for Big Dipper Construction as an oper-
ator: Todd's bobbies include spending time
with family and friends. Hunting, fishing,
snowmachining and vacationing.

YEARS RACED
00, ‘'01(DNF), '02, '04(DNF), '05(DNF), '06(DNF)

POLARIS

Age 51
John Faeo e

Jobn bas lived in Alaska bis entire life. Jobn is
the only racer to compete in every Iron Dog since
1984, and the only racer to bave placed first
seven times. Jobn and bis wife Vickie have two
boys. Jobn works for the Alaska Railroad as a
machinist, and bis bobbies are bunting guide,

[fishing and trapping.
YEARS RACED
84, '85, '86, '87, '88, '89, 90, '91, '92, '93(DNF), '94(DNF),
'95(DNF), '96, '97, '98(DNF), '99, '00, '01(DNF), '02, '04,
'05(DNF) '06(DNF) Champion: ‘84, '86, 87, '88, '90, '91,'96

SPONSORS: Allstate Insurance Co. Cindi Heal Agency, A-1 Pawn, Advanced Powder Coatings,
Alaska Power Sports, Alaska Railroad, Anchorage Fracture & Orthopedic Clinic, Arctic Circle Club,
Arctic Coast Customs, Big Dipper Construction, BJ Custom Aircraft, Dean's Automotive, Fineline,
Great Northern Engineering, Holz Racing Products, Interstate Batteries, Lakeview General
Contracting (Ray Kizer), Larsen Chiropractic, MGM Automotive Accessories, Nelson Kogane
Accounting, Northern Lights Avionics, Northland Tile (Kurt Rentfro), Nye Ford, Polaris Industries,
Prime Mechanical, Schock Electric (Tod & Jayne Tolman), Six Robblees', VFW Post No. 9365,
Walker Evans, Weldin Construction, Woody's

CLASS

David Branholm e e
g Lake
David works as a pipefitter for Chinook
Fire Protection. He enjoys riding fourwbeel-
ers, snowmachines, going fishing, and playing
bockey. He bas lived in Alaska for 24 years,
bis entire life.

POLARIS

Age 24
Randy Hunter Foaon

Randy is racing bis second Iron Dog, be
works as a service manager for Prism Design
and Construction. He enjoys riding snowmobiles,
bunting, and camping with family.

2004

SPONSORS: Alaska Automated Storage, Choice Alaska Water, D&L Enterprises, Florida Georgia
Contractors, Hatcher Pass Polaris, Klim, Lee Mitchell, North West Pump, Our family and friends,
Polaris Industries, Prism, Sign Works, Stud Boys, Valley Dental

Scott Davis Auer iz

Soldotna

Scott lives in Soldotna with bis wife and chil-
dren. Has competed in the Iron Dog since the
first race, only missing one year 1996.Scott bas
been a business owner for 30 years of Davis
Block Co. Since the early 1970's, Scott bas been
competitively racing motorcycles and snowmo-
biles. Scott also is actively involved with bis fami-
ly in "Davis Racing." Scott also enjoys powder
riding, traveling with bis motorbome, fourwbeel-
ing, and watching bis kids compete.

84, '85, '86, '87, ‘88, '89, '90, '91, '93, '94, '95, '97, '98, '99, '00,
'01,'02, 04, '05, '06 * Champion: '85, '89, '93, '97, '98, '99

i Age 42

Todd Palin >

Todd, the "First Dude," is a lifelong Alaskan,
who enjoys snowmachining and spending time
with bis family. He and bis wife, Sarah, bave
Jfour children. He works for BP as a production
operator on the North Slope. Todd bas raced the
Iron Dog since 1993, taking first place in '95, ‘00,
and '02. This is bis fourth year partnering with
Scott Davis.

'93,'94, '95, '96, '97, '98, '99, '00, ‘01, 02, '04, '05, '06
Champion: '95, '00, 02

SPONSORS: Alaska Army National Guard, Anchorage Suzuki/Arctic Cat, Arctic Cat, Citgo, Davis

Block, Debenham Investments, Fine Line Interiors, Ohlin Shocks, Renton Coil Spring, Speedwerx,

Spenard Builders Supply, Stud Boy, United Steel Workers Local 4959, Wasilla Arctic Cat, Woody's

H Age 48
Mark Niver Wil
Mark is married with three children, He
bas worked for BP since 1977, and has com-
mercial fished Bristol Bay since 1980. He
enjoys flying, fishing, bunting, and watching
bis sons play sports.

2006

Ron Zugyg Ao 46

Palmer

Ron lives in Palmer with bis wife and three
children. Ron graduated from New Mexico Tech,
and now works on the North Slope for BP
Exploration as a production operator. Ron enjoys
spending time at the family cabin in Petersville,
skiing, wrenching, fishing and biking with the
Jamily.

97,'99, '05, '06

SPONSORS: Alaska Interstate Construction, Alice Clarke Roe, CMPS, Anchorage Yamaha, Blood
Bank of Alaska, BP EOA/WOA, Compu Do, Criterion General, Dee Melton, Enstar, ESS, Holtzman
Klim, Larson Chiropractic, Leader Creek Fisheries, Lynden Freight, Niver Family, Ohlins Family,
Oppose Pebble Mine, PowerMadd, Renton Coil Spring, Roteq Alaska, TracksUSA, United Steel
Workers, US Bank Home Mortgage, Valley Block & Concrete, Woodys, Zugg Family,
WWW.niverzugg.com
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PRO

Tim Jahoula Aerdl

Fairbanks

Tim bas belped with Iron Dog from the
time it first came to Fairbanks, trail marking
JSfrom Fairbanks to Tanana with friends, and
has been a member of Iron Dog Race Marshal
Committee for six years, on the Iron Dog
Board for five years. Tim bas lived in Alaska
Jfor 36 years, currently working for Dynamic
Painting as a project manager:

Robhie Masson ATEZE

Fairbanks
Robert bas lived in Alaska bis entire life, be
likes to bunt, fish and race sleds. He bas raced
Arctic Man for 10 years and snowcross for three.
He is currently employed by Dynamic Painting
as a foreman.

SPONSORS: American Safety, Bobby Masson, Compeau's Inc., Dynamic Painting, Jill Neff, Tire
Distribution Systems, XP-S High Performance Lubricant

CLASS

Andy George Agorad

Wasilla

Andy bas lived in Alaska for 41 years. He
is self-employed as a mechanic at Mr. Lube. He
enjoys bunting, family and boats.

99, '00, '01(DNF), '04, '05, '06

Champion: '06

~ ARCTIC CAT

Dwayne Drake Age4s

Fairbanks

Dwayne currently works as a technician for
Alyeska Pipeline Service Company. He enjoys
bunting and fishing.

YEARS RACED
93, '94, '95, '96, '97, '98, '99, '02, '05, '06
Champion: '95, '06

SPONSORS: Advance Powder Coating, Alaska Automotive Equipment, Alaska Cab Valley, Alaska
Comprehensive Dental Center, Alaska Logistics, Allied Electric, Arctic Cat, Barbie & Kids, B-
Original Signs, Hammer Nutrition, Hill Top Recycling, Inlet Petroleum, Jiffy Lube, Liberty Tax
Services, Mr. Lube, Napa Auto Parts, Night Shift Janitorial, Northern Powersports, Parkhurst
Mechanical, Renton Coil Springs, Ron Zugg, Six Robblees, Swan Employer Services, TCI Inc.,
Wasilla Arctic Cat, Woody's

Dusty VanMeter Aue 27

Soldotna
Dusty enjoys bunting, fishing, flying, rac-
ing, parenting.

YEARS RACED
94, '95(DNF), '96, '97(DNF), '98, '99(DNF), ‘00, '01,
'02, '04, '05, '06(DNF)

Champion: '00, '02, '04

Korey Cronquist oo 3

Wasilla
Korey bas lived in Alaska bis entire life. He
enjoys many motorized sports including snow-
machine, PWC, boating, flying, motorcycling,
Jourwheeling, and also bunting and fishing.

YEARS RACED
93(DNF), '94(DNF), '95(DNF), '99(DNF), 00, '01(DNF),
'02, '06(DNF)

SPONSORS: Compeau's, Fineline, FLY, FXR, LEAD-DOG, MGM, Ski-Doo Racing, Team CC Eagle
River, Team CC Wasilla, Tel Alaska, Tesoro, Toklat, Tour Buddy, Woody's, XP-S High Performance
Lubricant

Joshua Pool Age 23

New Iberia, LA

Josh grew up in Willow, but most recently
moved to Louisiana for work. He enjoys all
outdoor activities. This is Josh's first Iron Dog.
He currently works for CalDive International
as a commercial diver:

POLARIS

H H Age 23
David Spain 2!

David is 23 years old, a third-generation
Alaskan, member of the local 302 Operating
Engineers since 2002. He is an avid snowma-
chiner since age 5. He participates in various
events Such as cross-Country, Snowcross, and ice
racing.

SPONSORS: Alaska Automated Storage, Alaska Excavating, Alaska Interstate Construction,
Alpine Chiropractic, Fish Creek Sales, G&G Foodmart, Hatcher Pass Polaris, J.A Spain & Sons,
Klim USA, Little Rascals Daycare, North Country RV Park, Pioneer Lodge, Tew's Excavating,
Trapline Realty, Willow Trading Post Lodge
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The Next Stage®

Wells Fargo Is Proud To Support
The Tesoro Iron Dog

It takes many people and many hours to pull
off a great event. We're proud to be part of the

team that delivers for you.

wellsfargo.com
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an on & sponsor opporiunities
on 2008 Tesoro Iron Dog evenis,

please contact John Woodbury & Peie Armsirong

Alaska Adventure Media
6921 Brayton Drive, Suite 207 Anchorage AK 99507
(907)677-2900 Fax:(907)677-2901
John@alaskaadventuremedia.com Pete@alaskaadventuremedia.com
www.alaskaadventuremedia.com
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B~
February 11-17

James Stelling Age 35

Anchorage

James is attempting Iron Dog for the third
time, living in Alaska for over 28 years.
Snowmachining bas always been in bis life.
He bas been documented in freerider snowmo-
bile movies including Turnagain Hardcore
110, and Turnagain 907 Hustlers. He finished
second in the K-150.

izt R0 0 K s e e s
05(DNF), '06(DNF)

Chet Williams Age 30

Anchor Point
Cbhet bas run the Iron Dog twice, finishing

the top seven on both attempts. He bas also com-
peted in the Arctic Man Ski and Sno-Go Classic.

04, '05

SPONSORS: AK-49, Alaska Frontier Services, Alaska Snow Safaris, Alaska Snowmobile Salvage,
Alaska Trailblazing, Central Paving Products, FXR Racing, Global Fuel, Greenearth Landworks,
lliamna Transportation Co., Local 907 Riders Union, MGM, Pile Bay Fuel, Studboy, Team CC, Team
Industries, Turnagain Hardcore, Wilder Construction, XP-S High Performance Lubricant, Yukon
Electric

Daniel Thibault Age 23

Anchorage
Daniel bas lived in Alaska bis entire life.
He enjoys bockey, snowmobiling, fourwbheel-
ing, bunting, camping, and spending time
with bis family. He currently works as a tech-
nician for MGM Truck Accessories.

POLARIS

Frank Harris s

Frank was born and raised in Alaska. He is
a college student and runs the service and sales
department at the family-owned business. Enjoys
snowmachining, dirt bikes, fourwbeeling, pretty
much anything motivated by a combustion
engine. Also enjoys bunting, fishing and camp-
ing with bis girlfriend.

05, '06 (DNF)

SPONSORS: Big Lake Power Sports & Marine, Kreative Audio & Security, MGM Truck
Accessories, PIAA Headlamps, Polaris Industries, Walker Evans Racing, Woody's Traction and
Control

Nick Olstad Age 24

Wasilla

Nick bas lived in Alaska since 1987. This
is bis third Iron Dog, winning first place in
2005. Nick bas won the '05 and '06 K-150, as
well as the '05 and '06 Valdez Mayor's Cup.
Nick loves to go fourwheeling, snowmachin-
ing and spending time with bis girlfriend.

Champion: '05, '06 (DNF)

ARCTIC CAT

Marc McKenna Agaiaz

Anchorage

Marc and bis twin brother bave lived in
Alaska their entire life. Marc bas raced the Iron
Dog in '99,'00,'01,'02,'04,'05, and '06; taking first
in 2005. Marc is President and co-owner of
McKenna Bros. Paving. Marc enjoys traveling,
bockey, dirt biking and snowmobiling.
Champion: ‘05, 99, ‘00, ‘01, '02, '04(DNF), '05, '06(DNF)

SPONSORS: Alaska Growth Capital, Anchorage Suzuki/Arctic Cat, Bri Scheu, Curt Gojenla, Dave
Calkins, Dave McRae, Don & Jennifer Olstad, Don Jones, Eric Quam, Korey Klingenmeyer, Kristen
McKenna, Mark's Big Lake Repair, Mass X, Matthew McKenna, McKenna Bros Paving, Munro
Enterprises Inc., Olstad Construction, Park & Sell America, Perkup Espresso, Phil Haws Auto
Outlet, Quam Technologies, Walker Evan Racing, Wasilla Arctic Cat

Age 53
Jeff Dyer Fort Caliny, GO

Jelf currently works as a technician for
ACS, be enjoys all outdoor activities, hockey
and softball.

2000(DNF)

Age 33
Tracv Dver Fort Collings? co

Tracy was raised in Fairbanks, played bockey
through Junior "A" and college ranks, likes keep-
ing busy outside and traveling. He currently
works as a construction inspection manager for
Weld County-Engineering.

SPONSORS: Compeau's, Elwood Enterprise, XP-S High Performance Lubricant
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PRO

Tyson Johnson el

Tyson bas lived in Alaska bis entire life. He
started racing in 1996, winning the Klondike
150 in '01, the Klondike 400 in '02, Arctic
Man '02 and '03, also finishing the Mayor's
Cup in 2nd, 3rd, and 4th places. Tyson raced
the Iron Dog starting in 1997. Other bobbies
include fishing, dirt biking and working out.
He is currently single.

YEARS RACED

97, '98(DNF), '99, 00, '01, ‘02, '04(DNF), '05(DNF), '06(DNF)

Age 21

Tyler Aklestad P e

Tyler bas lived in Alaska bis entire life. He
started racing in 2001. Tyler bas raced the Iron
Dog in '04 and '06. His winnings include the
Klondike 150, Mayor's Cup, and competing in
hillcross racing. Other hobbies include flying, fish-
ing, bunting, and racing dirt bikes.

04(DNF) '06 (DNF)

-

SPONSORS: Global Motorsports Racing, ACE, Action Sign and Graphics, CC Ski Doo, Compeaus,
Fine Line Interiors, Global Fuel, International Aviation Services, Key Bank, Klim, MGM Truck
Accessories, Northward Bound, Northwoods Lodge, Ski Doo, Woodys, World Fuel Services, XP-S
High Performance Lubricant

‘ Age 22
~ Matthew Spernak , fo2

Matthew has lived in Alaska bis entire life,
currently working as a foreman for Alaska "X"
Inc. He likes camping, rafting, and riding
sleds. This is bis second Iron Dog, finishing
5th in 2006, and also 4th place in the Nome
Golovin race, winning rookie of the year. He
has also raced the K-150 and K-400.

YEARS RACED

POLARIS

i Age 35

Chris Olds e
Chris is racing bis sixth Iron Dog, and is cur-
rently working as a program manager for
Dibthaad Global Services. He is married with
two children, and enjoys spending time with bis
Jamily, snowmachining, fourwhbeeling, bunting
and fishing.
00, '01, '02, '04(DNF), '06

SPONSORS: Alaska X Inc., Annette's Trucking, Blue Marble, Eagle River Polaris, Fly Racing,
Hatcher Pass Polaris, HMK Boots, LEAD-DOG Helmet Lights, Polaris Industries, Stud Boy Traction
Products, Walker Evans Racing

CLASS

e H Age 34

~ Darrick Johnson . A%
| Darrick bas always bad a passion for
snowmobiling, starting out building light-
weight mountain sleds, now owning bis own
dealership, Edge Performance. Always search-
ing for excitement, the Tesoro Iron Dog is right
up bis alley.

ARCTIC CAT

Age 47

Fred Grubb P o

Fred was introduced to racing by bis fatber,
and be was booked after a short time. Moving
JSfrom DuBois be gave up racing to start a roller-
coaster construction company (Rocky Mountain
Coasters), keeping a few thrills in bis life. Now
the opportunity to race in the Iron Dog bas
reignited his passion for racing.

SPONSORS: CCl, Bartman Signs, Coeur d'lane Lube, Contractor's Consortium, Edge
Performance, Forest Steel, Fred's Excavation, GMAC Real Estate, Grizzly Glass, H & E Equipment,
HCl, Helmet Outlet, INC Engineering, Interstate Concrete, Pacific Iron and Steel, Reed Concrete
RMC, Thompson Electric, Western Power Sports, Western States Caterpillar, Western States
Equipment, Winkler Materials

7] .‘

Age 43
Seward

Jimmer Dick

Jimmer bas lived in Alaska bis entire life,
currently working for Shoreside Petroleum as
a driver.

91, '92, '93, '94(DNF), '96(DNF), '97(DNF), '98(DNF),
‘00, '01, '02, '05(DNF), '06(DNF)

Age 35

Spike Laskey Anchorage

Spike is 26 years old, and enjoys freeriding.

SPONSORS: ACE, Action Sign and Graphics, AK Sleds & Cycles, Compeau's, Fine Line Interiors,
Global Fuel, Global Motorsports, HMK Snowmobiling, International Aviation Services, Key Bank,
Klim, MGM Truck Accessories, Northward Bound, Northwoods Lodge, Ski-Doo, Team CC Eagle

River, Team CC Wasilla, Woody's, World Cup Sports, World Fuel Services, XP-S High Performance
Lubricant
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Iron Dog from p

By HANNAH GUILLAUME

I z ace teams on the Tesoro Iron Dog’s

il look forward to the 24 check-
points communities they’ll encounter on
the way.At checkpoints they get a chance
to warm up out of the wind, grab some
grub, wipe their noses and hit the hay.

Race teams drive for each of the check-
points along the north- and south-bound
routes stretching 1,971 miles across Alaska.

The farthest distance between any
checkpoint communities is the 120-mile
crossing from Ruby to Tanana along the
Yukon River in the Kilbuck-Kuskokwim
Mountains.

Once competitors reach checkpoints,
they warm up, rejuvenate and get ready for
another grueling journey over snowy land-
scapes that can sometimes lead to muddy
shoreline traverses and treacherous river
Crossings.

Checkpoint roundup:

Wasilla, population 8,471, located in
southcentral Alaska on the George Parks
Highway, is the starting point of Tesoro
Iron Dog and its celebrations.

Skwentna, population 111, located on
mostly flat land in southcentral Alaska on
the Skwentna River, is 89 miles from the
start.

Puntilla, population two, located on a
lake near a breathtaking mountain pass, is
161 miles from the start.

Rohn, population zero, located at a
small roadhouse where two rivers join, is
236 miles from the start.

Nikolai, population 93, located in a
Native village, is 310 miles from the start.

McGrath, population 379, located on
the Innoko River, is 362 miles from the
start.

Ophir, population zero, located on the
crossing of the Innoko River, is 425 miles
from the start.

Poorman, population zero, located in a
flatland region and marks the last check-
point before the Ruby turning-point where
riders will carve the same section of trail
twice, is 524 miles from the start.

Ruby, population is 178, located on the
Yukon River and marks the turning point
to Nome, is 596 miles from the start on the
way to Nome and 1,620 miles from the
start on the return route to Fairbanks.

crew await the next
team during the 2006
race. .

oint A to pointB

- " - oy

Steve Wilhelmi

Galena, population 641, located in an
Athabascan village in the Interior, is 648
miles from the start on the way to Nome
and 1,568 miles from the start on the
return route to Fairbanks.

Kaltag, population 218, located near
the coast of Norton Sound, is 746 miles
from the start on the way to Nome and
1,470 miles from the start on the return
route to Fairbanks.

Unalakleet, population 752, located on
the windy coast of Norton Sound north of
the Unalakleet River, is 841 miles from the
start on the way to Nome and is 1,375
miles from the start on the return route to
Fairbanks.

Koyuk, population 299, located on the
coast, is 939 miles from the start on the
way to Nome and is 1,277 miles from the
start on the return route to Fairbanks.

White Mountain, population 209,
located in the mountains on the Fish River,
is 1,033 miles from the start on the way to
Nome and is 1,183 miles from the start on

Lub

the return route to Fairbanks.

Nome, population 3,590, located on the
coast of the Bering Sea and marks the
halfway point Valentines Day celebration
where race teams turn around and head
back to Ruby where they’ll head to
Fairbanks for the finish, is 1,108 miles from
the start.

Tanana, population 290, located on the
Yukon River past the Ruby turning point, is
1,740 miles from the start.

Manley Hot Springs, population 72,
located in a flat-land region, is 1,812 miles
from the start.

Nenana, population 371, located on
mile 305 of the George Parks Highway, is
1,917 miles from the start.

Fairbanks, population 31,324, located
at the finish of Tesoro Iron Dog where the
shows and celebrations happen, is 1,971
miles from the start.

Source: Population and location descriptions
based on 2005 and 2000 U.S. Census Bureau area
estimates and the Iditarod Trail Committee.

ORENVIDAYS;

AND TIRES! - BF Goodrich - Michelin
373-4645 "

WASILLA
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By HANNAH GUILLAUME

P assing snowmachine safety tests for
the Tesoro Iron Dog can take some
creativity.

“They have criteria they have to meet
for safety standards,” said Laura Bedard,
executive director of the Tesoro Iron
Dog. “It’s kind of amazing.A lot of people
don’t understand — kind of — what it
takes to participate in the event”

The 2,000-mile snowmachine race,
which starts in Big Lake and finishes in
Fairbanks, is slated for Feb. 11-17.

Racers are required to bring more sur-
vival gear than normal snowmachines
can carry, including tents, sleeping bags
that are good for minus-30 degree tem-
peratures and 3,000 calories of food.

To fit it all in, racers modify their
snowmachines by drilling and cutting
into the seats and other areas that can
handle being hollowed out. But, the
snowmachines are still required to han-
dle collisions and must pass the safety
inspection.

All racing teams bring their snowma-
chines to the Safety and Educational
Expo at the Wasilla Multi-Use Sports
Complex, Feb. 10 at 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., to
be put on display for the public during
the inspection.

“It’s a big part of the show,” she said.

The event is free to the public.
Inspections will occur from 1-4 p.m.

Winter safety, survival and educational
seminars, including avalanche survival
and safe riding procedures, happen
throughout the event.

Children’s snowmachine helmets are
available for $25 to families who com-
plete forms proving attendance to multi-

Racers and fans mingle at the 2006”
Tesoro Iron Dog Safety Inspection and
Expo at the Wasilla Sports Complex. This
year's event starts at 11 a.m. on Feb. 10.

ple seminars.

Bedard said door prizes, including
hats and other outdoor gear, are award-
ed, and an auction is held.

For calendar updates go to
www.jrondog.org
1tam.to6pm.

Safety and Educational Ex
Wasilla Multi-Use Sports Com

1p.m. to 2 p.m.
Mat-Su Health Foundation Seminars o

Snowmobile and Outdoor Safety, Winter

Race director Dennis Falldorf also
conducts a private meeting for the racers
to talk about trail conditions and settle
last-minute details.

E

S

IN General

Tion Contractors

P.0.B. 520957
Big Lake, 99652

heorge & Kim Woodbury II
907) 892-6504

~ Werace
snowmathines
\...and alot
more!
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Tyler Huntington Age 21

Galena

Tyler, a rookie to Iron Dog, works as
a floorband for Doyon Drilling Inc. He
enjoys boat racing, basketball, snowma-
chine racing, fishing and bunting.

POLARIS

Pete Demoski Age 49

Fairbanks

Pete works as a beavy equipment
operator for Brice, Inc. He is married
with four children, and one grand-
daugbter.

[ VEARSURRGED S ]
98 (DNF), 99, 04 (DNF) 05 (DNF)

SPONSORS: Huntington Family, Joyce Huntington, Pitka Family, Weldin Construction, Charlie
Huntington, Doyon Limited, Brice Inc., McKinley Polaris, Demoski family

Todd Malamute Agedd

Fairbanks

Todd works for the Alaska Railroad, be
enjoys working on sleds and spending time
with bis family. He is married with one child.

i R0 01K L S|
'04(DNF), '05 (DNF), '06 (DNF)

POLARIS

Age 22
Kyle Malamute HordhBila

Kyle works in maintenance for The Rental
Zone. He is a lifelong resident of Galena, now liv-
ing in Fairbanks. He bas two firstplace and one
third-place finish in the annual Galena Race. He
grew up traveling up and down the Yukon River;
interests include basketball, snowmachining, and
spending time with family

SPONSORS: Arctic Signs & Graphics, Blue Sky Designs, Clayton Benson, David Attla, George,
Golden Heart Construction, Hi-Performance, John Sadler, Jolene Malamute, Machelle Oliver,
Manoli Carlo, McKinley Polaris, Peter & Kelly Kamper, Terry & Nancy Pitka, The Late Kevin
Esmailka and wife Verla, The Rental Zone, True North Adventures

Joe Cleaver Age 26

Galena
Joe is a lifelong Alaskan who enjoys
church, trapping, and spending time
with bis kids.

Stewart Pitka Age 28

Galena

Stewart bas lived in Alaska for 27
years, be enjoys running and swim-
ming.

SPONSORS: ANTHC, 741 Crew, Doyon Ltd., Eagle River Arctic Cat, Ed and Alisha, Frank Family,
Manly Hot Springs Council

Jordan Hartman Age o3

Eagle River
Jordan is 23 years old, and works for Cal
Worthington Ford as a mechanic apprentice,
while seeking a degree in auto tech. He enjoys
racing snowmachines, banging out on the
Yentna, fishing the Kenai, spending time with
bis girifriend, family and friends.

Cole Sullivan Age 22

Eagle River

Cole is mechanically minded and enjoys fab-
ricating. He is pursuing a degree in computer sci-
ence.When not working, going to school or doing
outdoor activities, Cole enjoys spending time
with bis girlfriend, family, friends, and bis dog
Gunner. He is a bard worker and loves to make
people laugh.

SPONSORS: Anchorage Tire Factory, Arctic Express Towing & Recovery, Boyer, Timm & Peters of
Eagle River, Inc., Cal Worthington Ford, Carlile Transportation, Charter College, Chris Casey,
Country Reality, Dakota Diggers, Dr. James Yassick, DDS, Foremost Industries, Guaranteed
Services, Hartman Racing, Hummel Enterprises, Iron Horse Express, Land Tech Landscaping &
Snow Removal, MM&M Contracting, Northern Adjusters, Inc, Pacific Movers, Qwik Lube, RIB
Wholesale, Sicily's Pizza, Sullivan Water Wells, Team CC, Team Schlight, Video Corner, XP-S High
Performance Lubricant

2007 TESORO IRON DOG

© TESORO § 29




2007

ROSTER

PRO CLASS

PRO CLASS
No. Last Name First Name Hometown Snowmobile Model Status . . Age 37
2 Cherrier Curtis Anchorage, AK  Arctic Cat F6 Veteran Curtls Che"ler Anch?)ra e
2 Lund Trevor Anchorage, AK  Arctic Cat F6 Rookie g
3 Barber Shane Willow, AK Polaris 1Q 600 Veteran Curtis bas lived in Alaska for 36 years, be
3 Booth Evan Nome, AK Polaris 1Q 600 Veteran is a project manager for Inlet Electric. His
4 Demoski Pete Fairbanks, AK Polaris 1Q 600 Rookie hobbies include: tennis, snowmachining and
4 Huntington  Tyler Galena, AK Polaris 1Q 600 Rookie waterskiing. i
5  Cleaver Joe Galena, AK Arctic Cat F6 Rookie
5 Pitka Stewart Galena, AK Arctic Cat F6 Rookie
6  Malamute Kyle North Pole, AK Polaris 1Q 600 Rookie 00, '01(DNF), '02, ‘04, '05(DNF)
6  Malamute  Todd Fairbanks, AK Polaris 1Q 600 Rookie )
7  Hartman Jordan Eagle River, AK Ski-Doo MXZX-RS 600 Rookie
7 Sullivan Cole Eagle River, AK  Ski-Doo MXZX-RS 600 Rookie
8  Aklestad Tyler Anchorage, AK  Ski-Doo MXZX-RS 600 Rookie
8  Johnson Tyson Anchorage, AK  Ski-Doo MXZX-RS 600  Veteran Anchc cAT
9  Grubb Fred Athol, ID Arctic Cat F6 Rookie
9  Johnson Darrick Coeur d'Alene, ID  Arctic Cat F6 Rookie
10 Olds Chris Eagle River, AK Polaris 1Q 600 Veteran r—
10  Spernak Matthew Anchorage, AK  Polaris 1Q 600 Veteran ge
11 Dick Jimmer Seward, AK Ski-Doo MXZX-RS 600 Veteran Trevor I'und Anchorage
11 Laskey Spike Anchorage, AK  Ski-Doo MXZX-RS 600 Rookie Trevor is married with two children, be
12 Stelling James Anchorage, AK Ski-Doo MXZX-RS 600 Rookie works as a real estate appraiser for MacSwain
g mlllams EhEtk énCTOIr( P(X;t' AK gk'l'D_ool(')V‘é(ozé('RS 600 xe:eran Associates. His interests include: bockey,
arris ran ig Lake, olaris eteran i ’ -
13 Thibault Dan Anchorage, AK Polaris 1Q 600 Rookie e
14 McKenna Marc Anchorage Arctic Cat F6 Veteran
14 Olstad Nick Wasilla Arctic Cat F6 Veteran et e S R O 0T K N E ey DR
15 Dyer Jeff Fairbanks, AK Ski-Doo MXZX-RS 600 Rookie
15  Dyer Tracy Ft. Collins, CO Ski-Doo MXZX-RS 600 Rookie |
16 Jahoula Tim Fairbanks, AK Ski-Doo MXZX-RS 600 Rookie SPONSORS: ACE Transport, Alaska Frontier Services, Anchorage Suzuki/Arctic Cat, Brad Cherrier,
16 Masson Robert Fairbanks, AK Ski-Doo MXZX-RS 600 Rookie Brad Helwig, CNJ Mechanical, Dean's Automotive, Go Pro, Inlet Electrical, JD Palin, Lund Family,
17 Cronquist Korey Wasilla, AK Ski-Doo MXZX-RS 600  Veteran MacSwain Associates, McAllen & Son Electric, Noble Mechanical, V&H Enterprises
17 VanMeter Dusty Soldotna, AK Ski-Doo MXZX-RS 600 Veteran
18  Drake : Dwayne Fairbanks, AK Arctic Cat F6 Veteran ]
18  George Andy Wasilla, AK Arctic Cat F6 Veteran
19  Pool " Josh New Iberia, LA Polaris 1Q 600 Rookie
19  Spain David Willow Polaris 1Q 600 Rookie
20 Faeo % John Wasilla, AK Polaris 1Q 600 Veteran
20 Minnick Todd Wasilla, AK Polaris 1Q 600 Veteran ’
21 Branholm David Big Lake, AK Polaris 1Q 600 Rookie
21 Hunter, Jr. Randy Big Lake, AK Polaris 1Q 600 Veteran
22 Davis Scott Kenai, AK Arctic Cat F6 Veteran
22 Palin Todd Wasilla, AK Arctic Cat F6 Veteran
23 Niver Mark Wasilla, AK Yamaha Nytro Veteran Shane Barber Qﬁﬁf\i
23 Zu Ron Palmer, AK Yamaha Nytro Veteran  an g
24 Co?t%n Ken Anchorage, AK  Ski-Doo M¥(tZX-RS 600  Veteran , Sb‘m‘,” raced thf” fron Dog in ‘00, ‘01, '02,
24 Martin Dennis Anchorage, AK  Ski-Doo MXZX-RS 600 Veteran 05, and '06. He enjoys contact sports and ous-
25 Bailey Wade Wasilla, AK Polaris 1Q 600 Rookie door activities with family, wife Tammy and
25  Bailey Jamie Wasilla, AK Polaris 1Q 600 Rookie children. Cody, Shana and Evan.
26  O'Conner Dan Healy, AK Ski-Doo MXZ Rookie
26  Van Bebber Hawken Fairbanks, AK Ski-Doo MXZ Rookie
27  Fuller Michael Anchorage, AK Polaris 1Q 600 Rookie ] 7 '0E "
27 McQuality  Mike Anchorage, AK  Polaris I1Q 600 Rookie B0, GUIPNEL 02,105 06
29  Diggins Don Anchorage, AK Polaris 1Q 600 Rookie
29 Muir Robbie Anchorage, AK Polaris 1Q 600 Rookie
31  Esmailka Justin Kaltag, AK Arctic Cat F6 Veteran
31 Richardson  Kane Fairbanks, AK Arctic Cat F6 Rookie PU I-ARIS
33  Bonnet Travis Anchorage, AK Polaris 1Q 600 Rookie
33 Cross Shawn Anchorage, AK  Polaris 1Q 600 Rookie
TRAIL CLASS Evan Booth Age 38 :
No. Racer Names Hometown Snowmobile Model Status Nome x
40  Fleming, Rick Palmer Ski-Doo Renegade Rookie Evan is married with four children, work-
40  Martin, Wayne Palmer Ski-Doo Renegade Veteran ing as a shop foreman for the state of Alaska,
41 Black, Tyler Kodiak Arctic Cat F6 Rookie DOT. He is racing bis 12th Iron Dog race this
41 Cooper, Aaron Kodiak Arctic Cat F6 Rookie year, winning first place in 1992 and 1994. 2,
42 Falls, Autumn Lynn Nome Ski-Doo Summit 600 Rookie )
42  Gandia, Ramon Nome Ski-Doo Tundra Veteran
42 Shapiro, Ken Nome Ski-Doo MXZ 550 Veteran — VRN G~ 7
43 Swecker, Michael Anchorage Ski-Doo Skandik 440 Rookie 30,91, 92,93, 94, 95(DN.F)' 98(DNF), '99, ‘00,
43 Bruns, Tim Wasilla Ski-Doo Skandik 440 Rookie 01(DNF), ‘04
43 Weisheim, Larry Anchorage Ski-Doo Skandik 440 Veteran SPONSORS: Alaska Air Taxi, Bonanza Express, Bonanza Fuel, Boynton Office Systems, Brent
43 Mielke, Frank Chugiak Ski-Doo Skandik 440 Rookie Carter, Chase Booth, Cody Barber, Crystal Booth, Evan Barber, Fine Line Interiors, Garden
43 Mielke, James Wasilla Ski-Doo Skandik 440 Rookie Chiropractic, Hatcher Pass Polaris, Hotel McGrath, lan Booth, Jim Blanning, Jim Wilke, Klim,
44 Brassard, Tracey Anchorage, AK Polaris 1Q 600 Veteran Lahka Peacock, Lee's Custom Machine, Mike & Michelle Spain, Miller Construction, Mom, Mom
44 Jensen, Paul Eagle River, AK Polaris Rookie & Dad, Morgan's, My Kids Farm, Northern Lights Avionics, Pat Johanson, Polaris Industries, Q-
44 Lee, Ken Eagle River, AK Polaris 1Q 600 Veteran Trucking, Quality Auto Parts, RCS, Richards Racing, RJ's Auto Repair, Shana Barber, Stevan White,
44 Lee Janya Eagle River, AK Polaris Rookie Tammy Barber, Taylor Booth, Everyone else that's helped.
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Grants keep Alaska’s
trails open

By HANNAH GUILLAUME

Mother Nature alone doesn’t groom
snowmachine trails.

Easy-toride trails marked by signs are
usually the result of an expensive and
time-consuming process years into the
making.

The Omnibus Appropriations Act
granted $4 million to Alaska’s trails on
Dec. 8,2004.

This federal grant went up for grabs
to almost anyone willing to compete to

develop and maintain trails, including the

Matanuska Susitna Gorsuch trails, Arctic
Valley trails and Chugach Forest Russian
River trails.

SnowTRAC, a component of the

Snowmachine Trails Grant and an adviso-

ry board to the state parks, formed a
money pool for grooming that evenly

distributes the resources needed to keep

snow-laden trails open.

Grants funded by snowmachine regis-

tration fees totaled $130,000 in 2005-06
for snowmachine trail grooming and
$259,000 for trail development, mainte-
nance and education in 2005.

In 2005, SnowTRAC and the state
parks system divided Alaska into four
regions: the Mat-Su, Northern, Kenai and
Chugach.Those regions receive funding
were determined by measured snowfall
and user-groups’ feedback to regional
state park superintendents, according to
the trails coordination division of parks

and outdoor recreation.

“We use SnowTRAC as our mecha-
nism of the public process,” said
Samantha Carroll, Alaska state trails coor-
dinator in the division of parks and out-
door recreation. “For the Snowmachine
Trails Grant you have to be an agency,
business or non-profit, and that was the
choice of SnowTRAC.

Joseph Gauna, trail coordinator for
Curry Ridge Riders, showed the need for
trail maintenance and received grant
monies for use in the 2004-05 season.

“We applied for grants to get money
from the SnowTRAC pool to groom trails
in the Petersville area,” Gauna said.“Now
they’re 12-feet wide and smooth. It was
just a real success.”

Gauna, who like many other trail
guardians has watched over trails free for
years, submitted a bid for a priority trail
area and reported back to the superin-
tendents on the money spent by provid-
ing receipts.

“It’s a lot of work for them to get
these funds,” Carroll said.

To receive grants for trail develop-
ment and snowmachine education and
safety, the process is slightly different:
bidders must show public support and
involvement, submit a budget timeline
and land status reports.

For information on Snowmachine Trail
Grants and applications:, browse
www.alaskatrails.org; or call (907) 269-8699.

Good luck to Iron Dog racers from all of us at

WASILLA

ARCTIC CAT

What Snowmobiling's All About.™

2400 E. Parks Highway
Wasilla, Alaska 99654

(907) 376

Toll Free,(866) 37626685

Trail etiquette and safety

Leave no trace

Don't litter: clean up after your pets,
campsites, stay on trails, pack out what
you brought in and leave the area you
enjoyed as you found it or better.

Share the experience

Be considerate: keep down the noise, be
pleasant to others, give the other person
assistance if needed and avoid startling
trail users. Lead by example.

Share the trail

Yield to the right of way: shut down
engines to let horses and dog teams pass,
pass oncoming dog teams on the outside
of curves and don’t be a trail hog.

Know property rights
Respect rights of all landowners, don’t
trespass and don’t vandalize.

Observe rules

Know the law: be aware of and follow
posted and unposted trail rules. Know
and follow trail-use laws.

Plan ahead

File a trip plan, plan your route and carry
a map and compass. Know how to use
them and dress appropriately. Carry ade-
quate food, water, fuel and tools. Don’t
assume there will be others to help you
out.

Enjoy and respect the environment
Keep your camp clean. Don’t harass
wildlife, blaze trees, dig up or cut down
trailside vegetation.

Be alert

Think safety: anticipate others and alert
them of your presence. Know trail and
water conditions. Expect the unexpected.
Know where you are and expect weather
conditions to change. Don‘t go faster than
you can stop within sight distance.

— Courtesy of the International
Snowmobile Manufacturers Association:
www.snowmobile.org.
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of our quality fuel right here in Alaska, for
conditions. And we give you over 100 convenient
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